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ANTI-TERRORISM LEGISLATION 
 

MALAYSIA-- 29 PEOPLE CHARGED FOR TAKING PART IN A MASSIVE PROTEST AGAINST 

THE INTERNAL SECURITY ACT (ISA). 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 

In the biggest demonstration in 

Malaysia for nearly two years, 

police used tear gas and water 

cannon to disperse thousands of 

people calling for the abolition of 

laws that allow for detention 

without trial.  

According to the Straits Times, 589 people were arrested during demonstrations in 

downtown Kuala Lumpur, but most of them were released, including opposition Parti 

Keadilan Rakyat vice-president R. Sivarasa.  Among the 29 hauled up in court were a 16-

year-old boy, a 60-year-old woman and another woman, Norlaila Othman, whose 

husband has been an ISA detainee for the past seven years.  The accused were charged 

with taking part in an illegal assembly or aiding an illegal organization in connection with 

the protests.  All of them pleaded not guilty.  They were freed on bail and will be tried 

soon.  If convicted, they face jail terms of one to three years.  The demonstration, which 

drew a turnout of some 15,000 to 20,000 people, was organized by the Abolish ISA 

Movement and attracted the support of opposition party leaders.  The protesters say the 

ISA should be scrapped because it is being used as a means to quash legitimate dissent 

from opposition party members and civil rights groups. 

 

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION AND FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 
 

GLOBAL—RIGHT TO KNOW DAY CELEBRATED AROUND THE WORLD 

According to Article 19, the right to know has changed lives.  Across the world opaque 

governments have crumbled under new pressures to be transparent and accountable. 

Members of the public have become re-engaged in democracy, with new tools to question 

http://www.straitstimes.com/Breaking%2BNews/SE%2BAsia/Story/STIStory_412070.html
http://www.article19.org/


unworkable policies, unveil hidden statistics, and uncover corrupt practices.  Laws on 

access to government-held information constitute one of the important tools to ensure 

government transparency and accountability.  Since Right to Know Day on 28 September 

2008, a number of countries around the world have adopted new access to government-

held information legislation.  Article 19 lists recent legislation. 

 

IRAQ-- MEDIA GROUP SEEKS PASSAGE OF FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 

The director of an Iraqi media watchdog says his organization is pushing to have a 

Freedom of Information Act passed in parliament, RFE/RL's Radio Free Iraq (RFI) 

reports.  Ziad al-Ajili, the director of the Iraqi Journalistic Freedom Observatory, told RFI 

on the sidelines of a workshop on investigative journalism in Baghdad that the workshop 

will focus on getting the Iraqi parliament to expedite a Freedom of Information Act.  He 

said the law would enable all journalists, particularly those doing investigative work, to 

access important information and provide them the legal protection they need.  Al-Ajili 

added that Iraq badly needs well-trained investigative journalists because of the rampant 

corruption in the country which is hobbling reconstruction efforts.  Some 35 Iraqi 

reporters from local and foreign media outlets are attended the U.S.-funded investigative 

journalism workshop.  Communications Professor Joyce Barrett of Charleston College 

told RFI that the four-day workshop would discuss issues such as journalistic ethics 

regarding investigative reporting, how to cultivate sources and think critically about 

subjects, and how to obtain information 

 

 

FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION AND PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY 
 

COLOMBIA-- TRADE UNIONS: A TARGET FOR INTIMIDATION AND ASSASSINATION 

According to the Council on Hemispheric Affairs, for most of its modern existence, 

Colombia has struggled with internal violence, most recently in the form of human rights 

abuses and brutality against organized trade union groups carried out by paramilitary and 

insurgent armies.  This group in particular has been subjected to a disproportionate 

amount of violence.  In the past twenty years, over 2,000 activists have been gunned 

down, making labor activists and trade union members the most likely targeted group of 

civilians in the country.  Labor unions within Colombia are a fairly new phenomenon, as 

the creation of such organizations did not gain a good deal of momentum until well into 

the late 20th century.  Typically, labor groups tend to be based in urban areas, with 

private and/or public sector workers organizing in the pursuit of mutual interests and 

benefits.  However, such groups tend to be highly fragmented as a lack of political unity 

keeps them from effectively coming together to further their interests.  Since the mid 

1980s when Colombian labor unions began to form, over 3,800 union leaders and 

activists have been murdered.  Most of these deaths are linked to right-wing paramilitary 

groups and U.S. corporations based in Colombia, and have grave implications for effects 

in favor of social justice and workers‟ rights in the country.  A report by the ILO released 

indicates that the Colombian government essentially has been non-responsive to the 

deliberate violations against trade union activists. 

http://www.rferl.org/content/Iraqi_Media_Group_Seeks_Passage_Of_Freedom_Of_Information_Act/1792312.html
http://www.rferl.org/content/Iraqi_Media_Group_Seeks_Passage_Of_Freedom_Of_Information_Act/1792312.html
http://www.coha.org/colombian-trade-unions-a-target-for-intimidation-and-assassination


SOUTH KOREA--DEMONSTRATIONS BANNED AT GWANGHWAMUN 

PLAZA 

 
A civic group member is taken away by police for an `illegal' press conference in 

Gwanghwamun Plaza, central Seoul. 

 

According to the Korea Times, Seoul Metropolitan Government will 

ban rallies and demonstrations and allow only cultural exhibitions at 

Gwanghwamun Plaza in central Seoul as the new site is already 

becoming a popular spot for families and tourists.  Opposition parties 

and civic groups urged the city to scrap the policy in a press 

conference at the plaza, Monday.  “To use the square, we need to get 

permission from both the city and the police, meaning that any 

assembly or demonstration is almost impossible there,'' an official of a 

civic organization said.  ``Taxpayer money was put into the plaza but 

it has no real place for citizens and limits the freedom of assembly.''  

The police considered the press conference as an illegal gathering and 

Park Won-suk, deputy secretary general of the People's Solidarity for 

Participatory Democracy, and nine others were taken into custody.  

The city did not fence off the plaza prior to the gathering, but police 

saw it as unlawful because they held protest signs.  Other people sided 

with the city administration and requested for a political 

demonstration-free area.  ``Citizens need a peaceful place downtown 

without rallies.  If the demonstrators keep occupying the plaza, the law 

should protect the people's right to a quiet area,'' said an office worker 

identified only as Park, 34. 

http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/favicon.ico


 

 

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION  
 

CHINA—NEW GOVERNMENT ORDERS REQUIRE DISCLOSURE OF INTERNET USERS’ 

REAL NAMES  

The New York Times reports that news websites in China, complying with secret 

government orders, are requiring that new users log on under their true identities to post 

comments, a shift in policy that the country‟s Internet users and media have fiercely 

opposed in the past. 

 
China has gone to new lengths to control activity by its huge population of Internet users, like 
these in Beijing. 

Until recently, users could weigh in on news items on many of the affected sites more 

anonymously, often without registering at all, though the sites were obligated to screen 

all posts, and the posts could still be traced via Internet protocol addresses.  But in early 

August, without notification of a change, news portals like Sina, Netease, Sohu and 

scores of other sites began asking unregistered users to sign in under their real names and 

identification numbers, said top editors at two of the major portals affected.  A Sina staff 

member also confirmed the change.  The editors said the sites were putting into effect a 

confidential directive issued in late July by the State Council Information Office, one of 

the main government bodies responsible for supervising the Internet in China. 

RUSSIA --EURASIA FOUNDATION PUBLISHES REPORT OF CIVIL SOCIETY SUMMIT  

The Eurasia Foundation has published the report of its Civil Society Summit held in 

Moscow on July 6-7, 2009.  It deals in part with serious issues regarding human rights, 

including freedom of expression, in Russia and deplores recent deaths of journalists. 

 

U.S. -- OBAMA JOKER POSTER--FREE SPEECH 

OR RACIST HATE CRIME? 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/06/world/asia/06chinanet.html
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/china/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://english.sina.com/index.html
http://files.e2ma.net/25830/assets/docs/civil_society_summit_final_report.pdf
http://files.e2ma.net/25830/assets/docs/civil_society_summit_final_report.pdf


According to the Baltimore Examiner.com, the 

Obama Joker Poster has taken the Internet by 

storm, and anyone who is against President 

Obama‟s policies or agrees with the notion that 

he is a socialist, is grabbing hold of the image.  

Obama joker posters, tee-shirts, and mugs have 

now found their way to the Pinellas County 

Republican Party.  In fact, a visit to the Pinellas 

County Republican Party‟s Facebook page has 

the Obama Joker Poster for sale in a variety of 

forms.  Florida State Representative Rouson, D-

St. Petersburg, finds the Obama joker picture 

hurtful and inflammatory.  He is quoted as 

saying, "If there had never been a period of time 

in this country when African-Americans in order 

to be funny played Stepin Fetchit type roles in 

greasepaint, and members of the majority 

population had not used such caricatures to make 

a people feel inferior or as buffoons, then maybe 

some folks could look at it for some pure artistic 

humor, but for many of us, it conjures up 

feelings of denigration."  Though we live in a country that advocates freedom of speech, 

is this crossing the line? 

VENEZUALA--LAST INDEPENDENT TV STATION THREATENED WITH CLOSURE 

According to the Washington Post, on the night Venezuela's most popular television 

station lost its spot on the airwaves two years ago, people gridlocked the roadways, 

flashers blinking and horns blaring.  Riot police shouted through bulletproof shields 

while protesters dodged tear gas and water hoses.  Just two days later President Hugo 

Chávez threatened Globovisión, the last independent station, saying "You should watch 

where you are going."  Globovisión avoided RCTV's fate when broadcast licenses were 

set to expire in 2007, but the 24-hour news network remains under threat of closure, 

along with 240 radio stations.  The Carlos Alberto Zuloaga of Globovisión, attending a 

Washington seminar at the Cato Institute in place of his father, Globovisión President 

Guillermo Zuloaga, who was prohibited to leave the country, as he explained in a video 

address to the audience.  On the same day Zuloaga spoke at Cato, Attorney General Luisa 

Ortega Díaz introduced a bill before the Venezuelan General Assembly to punish "crimes 

of opinion."  Díaz said the government must confront "new forms of criminality created 

by the abusive exercise of freedom of information and opinion."  Zuloaga said this 

legislation would send media professionals, or even guests on news programs, to prison 

for six months to four years for the dissemination of information or opinions that the 

"government considers false or manipulative."  Zuloaga said he would rather see the end 

of Globovisión than curb criticism of the government.  "We're defending democracy.  

You can't turn your back on principles," he said.  "I'd rather wake up in the morning and 

be able to look at myself in the mirror and not feel any regret or embarrassment."  

 

 

http://www.examiner.com/editions.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/08/03/AR2009080301023_pf.html


 

FREEDOM OF RELIGION AND BELIEF 

 
MONGOLIA-- FREEDOM OF RELIGION ALLOWS BURIED MONGOLIAN KHAMARYN 

KHIID RELICS TO RISE 

FROM THE GOBI DESERT 

According to the 

Baltimore Examiner.com, 

it is remarkable that just 

across the earth freedom 

of religion allows families 

to unearth Mongolian 

Khamaryn Khiid relics 

hidden for 70 years.  Like 

Janie Gould digging 

historic topics from the 

local elders, the secrets 

are handed by word with a 

promise to keep the 

secret, with no written 

record.  It makes one wonder what secrets could have been lost.  In any event, this secret 

has just been explored publicly, promulgated by an Austrian archaeology hobbyist, 

Michael Eisenriegler, 40.  Meeting Zundoi Altangerel after visiting a museum in 2008, 

that holds about 23 boxes worth of Khamaryn monastery treasure preserved by Zundoi 

Altangerel and his grandfather, Tuduv.  Tuduv was a monk when he buried the treasure 

in the middle of the night, one box at a time, by horseback before the Mongolian army 

http://www.examiner.com/x-14981-Treasure-Coast-Legal-News-Examiner~y2009m8d3-Freedom-of-religion-allows-buried-Mongolian-relics-to-rise-from-the-Gobi-desert
http://www.examiner.com/x-14981-Treasure-Coast-Legal-News-Examiner~y2009m8d3-Freedom-of-religion-allows-buried-Mongolian-relics-to-rise-from-the-Gobi-desert
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20090802/lf_afp/mongoliahistoryarchaeology
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20090802/lf_afp/mongoliahistoryarchaeology
http://www.examiner.com/x-14981-Treasure-Coast-Legal-News-Examiner~y2009m7d26-Oldest-site-St-Lucie-Villageno-container-law-and-no-rule-on-grassor-House-of-Refuge-Stuart-FL


looted and destroyed what remained of the 1500 boxes; only 64 of the boxes were saved 

in 1937.  Tuduv escaped and started a new life which involved teaching his grandson to 

be the next Takhilch, or caretaker.  Zundoi Altangerel had to memorize 64 locations as a 

boy and preserve his memory and the secret until just recently.  About one third of the 

boxes of treasure were dug up after the freedom of religion was redeemed with the end of 

communism in 1990.  The treasure was put in a new museum.  The monastery reopened 

in 1991.  Of the 64 saved boxes, there were 15 remaining (sic, It does not add up) until 

two days ago when two were dug up at their “international live event,” August 1, 2009. 

 

 

LEGAL FRAMEWORK 
 

AZERBAIJAN—ICNL PUBLISHES COMMENTS ON AMENDED NGO LAW 

ICNL has published comments on the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan On Making 

Changes and Amendments to Some Legislative Acts of the Republic of Azerbaijan 

(hereinafter referred to as the “new law”), which came into effect on September 1, 2009 

(the date the new law was published in the official newspaper Azerbaijan).  This new law 

introduces changes and amendments to four laws, including the Law on Non-

governmental Organizations (Public Associations and Foundations) (hereinafter the 

“NGO Law”), the Law on Mass Media, the Law on Grants, and the Code of 

Administrative Offences. ICNL‟s comments focus on the NGO Law amendments.  ICNL 

raises two issues of concern: 1) The introduction of new but undefined financial reporting 

requirements for Azerbaijani NGOs may create a substantial administrative burden to 

NGOs; and 2) the institutionalization of the requirement that foreign NGOs operating in 

Azerbaijan may only operate in Azerbaijan on the basis of an agreement negotiated with 

a government agency without clear guidance and criteria for the agreement.  

 

CHINA— 

 

¶ EXPERIMENTS ON RELAXING SOCIAL ORGANIZATION REGULATIONS BEGUN IN 

SHENZHEN MUNICIPALITY 

A report published by the China Trade Associations and Chambers of Commerce 

says that the Ministry of Civil Affairs and the government of Shenzhen, a 

southern city located in Guangdong Province, have signed an agreement under 

which they will attempt a reform in Shenzhen of parts of the social organization 

regulation (SO) system applicable throughout China.  According to the 

agreement, some aspects of the 1998 regulations will no longer apply and new 

measures will replace them in this experimental project.  The new measures 

include: 

a. Trying to establish a system for social organizations to register directly 

with the civil affairs department instead of finding a competent business 

unit first. 

b. Giving the Shenzhen civil affairs bureau the right to regulate 

foundations which are located in Shenzhen but have business both inside 

and outside China. 

http://www.gobi-treasure.com/about-the-treasure
http://www.icnl.org/knowledge/news/2009/Analysis%20NGO%20Law%20Sept%2009.pdf
http://english.chinaassn.com/show.aspx?id=29536


c. Giving the Shenzhen civil affairs department the right to accept 

registration of social organizations that have business throughout China 

(under the 1998 regulations national SOs are required to register with the 

national civil affairs bureau).   

Presumably some of the measures will be limited to trade associations and will 

not apply to all SOs. 

 

¶ NATION TO HAVE CHARITY LAW WITHIN 2 YEARS 

According to the China Daily, "In no more than one or two years, the law will 

hopefully be passed after the State Council and the National People's Congress, 

the top legislature, completes all legislative procedures," Wang Zhenyao, director 

of the social welfare and charity promotion department under the Ministry of 

Civil Affairs, said Wednesday.  At an appropriate time, authorities will make 

public the draft law to solicit opinions, he said, without elaborating.  Experts and 

practitioners suggested at the seminar that the future charity law should clearly 

define the nature of charity organizations, as well as standardize the preferential 

tax policy, registration, and internal governance of charity organizations.  China 

has only about 54,000 registered charity organizations.  According to relevant 

regulations and administrative laws, the country merely has two kinds of charity 

organizations -- those providing social service and those protecting the 

environment, said Yang Tuan, researcher with the Social Policy Research Center 

at CASS.  "I hope the definition of charity organizations can be broader in the 

charity law - with goals of serving the public interest or common good, all kinds 

of social organizations taking part in activities like poverty alleviating, 

educational, medical, or cultural activities should be included," said Yang.  From 

this broad sense, the country now has about 1 million charity organizations, 

among which 410,000 are registered, she said.  "The law also should formulate 

that charity organizations can be registered as non-profit organizations.  Presently 

they only can be registered as profit-seeking organizations, which is ridiculous 

and maybe one reason for the large number of unregistered organizations," she 

said.  Deng Guosheng, Professor with the NGO Research Center at Tsinghua 

University, said authorities should standardize the preferential tax policy in the 

law.  "The law should clearly formulate tax relief or exemption policies for 

philanthropic organizations or activities like charitable donation, which could 

encourage individuals and enterprises to donate more money," he said.  "Law or 

regulations also should require these organizations not be affiliated to any 

government department and should run independently," said Fan Baojun, 

President of China's largest philanthropic organization, the China Charity 

Federation. 

ENGLAND & WALES ï CIO CONSULTATION REPORT PUBLISHED 

Publication of the joint Cabinet Office/Charity Commission response to the consultation 

on the Charitable Incorporated Organization (CIO), a new legal form for charities, was 

announced September 17, 2009.  The CIO is the first incorporated legal form designed 

specifically with the needs of charities in mind.  The CIO will be available only to 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2009-09/17/content_8701441.htm
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090917_cioresponse.aspx


charities and will add to the existing range of forms that charities can use.  Responding to 

the consultation on how the CIO will work, the Government and the Charity Commission 

have agreed to make a number of important changes to the initial proposals including:  

¶ ensuring a robust duty of care by removing a proposal that CIO trustees could in 

some circumstances take less responsibility for their charity‟s activities  

¶ tightening up rules on access to personal information in the registers of trustees 

and members that CIOs will have to maintain, and  

¶ replacing a number of minor criminal offenses for administrative failings with a 

power for the Charity Commission to direct rectification.  

 

JORDANðLAW ON SOCIETIES AMENDED 

Amendments to Jordan‟s Law on Societies (No. 51 of 2008) came into effect after 

Jordan‟s King Abdullah II signed the Law Amending the Law on Societies (No. 22 of 

2009) and the amendments were published in Official Gazette No. 4983.  According to a 

report by ICNL, although the amendments streamline and liberalize the 2008 Law on 

Societies, they have nevertheless been criticized by domestic and international NGOs for 

not going far enough.  Interestingly, the final bill approved by the parliament was more 

restrictive than the draft legislation put forward by the Jordanian government.  The lower 

house of parliament or Chamber of Deputies made several changes to the government‟s 

draft before approving the amendments on July 12, 2009.  Among other changes, the 

lower house rejected the government‟s proposed liberalization of the foreign funding 

regime.  Under Article 9(c) of the 2008 Law on Societies, Jordanian associations must 

apply for approval from the full Council of Ministers (cabinet) before accepting funding 

from abroad.  The government had proposed that this process be simplified to require 

only the approval of the Minister of Social Development, but this proposal was rejected 

in a 76 to 42 vote in the Chamber of Deputies.  As Speaker of the Parliament, Abdulhadi 

Al-Majali stated, “the parliament requires the approval of the Council of Ministers on 

foreign funding.” 

 

SCOTLANDðOSCR PROPOSES CHANGES IN CHARITY LAW 

Third Sector recently reported that the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) 

(which was established in 2006, as a non-ministerial department in the Scottish 

Administration) has called for changes in Scottish charity law.  OSCR's primary 

recommendation calls for the passage of a law to allow it greater flexibility in issuing, 

varying, and revoking the formal directions that it imposes on charities.  

Currently, OSCR has no authority to vary its formal directions once they have been 

issued, and therefore, it cannot take into account any changes or new evidence that 

emerge during the period of a formal direction.  It seeks the power to vary its 

directions so as to take account of changes as they arise in a way which facilitates 

compliance rather than having to resort to a sanctions-based approach.  In addition, 

OSCR wants the authority to direct trustees to take specific actions; and to require that 

charities on the Scottish register retain a continuing connection to Scotland.  The Scottish 

Government has responded positively to OSCR's recommendations 

 

IRAQðCSOS GEAR UP FOR CAMPAIGN AGAINST DRAFT LAW 

http://www.icnl.org/knowledge/news/2009/09-16.htm
http://www.icnl.org/knowledge/news/2009/09-16.htm
http://thirdsector.co.uk/news/Article/938103/Scottish-charity-regulator-calls-legal-changes/


The UN‟s Programme on Governance in the Arab Region (POGAR) reports that Civil 

Society Organizations in Iraq are rejecting a draft law that regulates their work.  Citing Al 

Hayat, POGAR says that the Iraqi government published in early 2009 a draft law for 

regulating the activities of non-governmental organizations.  The draft law met wide 

criticism at that time because it imposed heavy monitoring on the activities of more than 

8,500 CSOs operating in Iraq.  The Iraqi government ignored all criticisms and referred 

the draft law to parliament for approval.  The head of the Committee on Civil Society 

Organizations in the Iraqi parliament, Mrs. Ala Talabani, said that the draft law is very 

unfair and that the parliamentary committee wrote down many observations concerning 

the draft law that will be discussed in the new legislative session.  Mr. Falah Alousi, a 

member of the “Rafidain Peace” NGO said that the draft law seeks to put NGOs and 

human rights organizations under severe supervision by state agencies, and also aims to 

interfere in the affairs of civil society organizations.  He added that most NGOs have 

reservations against article pertaining to funding.  The draft law stipulates that before 

establishing an NGO, the “Ministry of Civil Society Organizations” must approve the 

source of funding of that NGO.  However, the draft law did not set criteria for acceptable 

funding, thereby rendering the Ministry‟s approval arbitrary and selective.  On the other 

hand, a high ranking government official said that the draft law was prepared by the 

government after it received information about the lack of organizational structures and 

work mechanisms of some NGOs; the lack of experience to build a proper NGO by 

others; in addition to turning of some NGOs into a personal venture by only appointing 

relatives and friends.  Still, other NGOs were extensions of political parties and religious, 

sectarian or ethnic movements.  The official added that many Iraqi NGOs are lacking in 

democratic practice and their leading bodies are not chosen through election; many also 

do not make any initiatives and are poor at the intellectual and practical levels.  On the 

other hand, many Iraqi civil society organizations are preparing to wage a vast campaign 

against the draft law when the parliament‟s begins its discussion of the draft law.  

CIVICUS, the international civil society organization, has already prepared comments on 

the draft legislation, urging that it not be adopted in its current form. 

 

NEW ZEALAND—CHARITIES COMMISSION PUBLISHES INFORMATION SHEET ON 

SPORTS AND RECREATION ORGANIZATIONS 

The New Zealand Charities Commission has updated its information sheet Charitable 

purpose and sports and recreation organisations.  It sets out the current legal position on 

the charitable status of sport and recreation organisations.  Sports and recreation 

organisations can qualify for registration as charitable entities under the Charities Act if 

their purposes are exclusively charitable.  While the courts have not recognised the 

promotion of sport for its own sake as charitable, the law has recognised that sport can be 

the means by which charitable purposes are carried out.  

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS 
 

EUROPEAN UNION—PROBLEMS RAISED REGARDING SERVICES DIRECTIVE 

The new EU “Services Directive” is expected to be implemented at the state level by the 

end of 2009.  Some commentators have suggested the fact that this will be difficult 

http://www.undp-pogar.org/resources/newsletters.aspx?nid=912
http://www.undp-pogar.org/resources/newsletters.aspx?nid=912
http://zunia.org/post/iraq-draft-law-of-non-governmental-organizations-2009
http://zunia.org/post/iraq-draft-law-of-non-governmental-organizations-2009
https://mail.cua.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.charities.govt.nz/news/fact_sheets/new%2520info%2520sheets/POS-SPRT.pdf
https://mail.cua.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.charities.govt.nz/news/fact_sheets/new%2520info%2520sheets/POS-SPRT.pdf
http://www.euractiv.com/en/socialeurope/cedag-confusion-eu-services-directive-deadline-nears/article-184945


because what is lacking at the European level is a clear recognition of what it means to be 

a non-profit service provider.  Currently, there are some ideas, but there is more 

confusion than agreement.  An attempt was made to achieve this recognition through a 

European Statute for Non-Profit Organizations, but that was unsuccessful.  There was a 

long process which ended up with the adoption of a European Statute for Co-operatives, 

which was quite close to non-profits but not exactly the same.  There is now concern that 

specific service providers which are non-profit organizations be taken into account 

correctly.  In Belgium, for instance, you cannot operate a hospital if you are for-profit.  

So in a given region, a hospital can be the biggest employer, and a huge player.  So we're 

not talking about the margins of the economy, we're talking about its centre, a really big 

sector.  This sector is not fully developed in all European countries, sometimes it is given 

different names, such as 'social economy enterprises', but overall it's the same idea across 

borders.  What is a “charity” in England is not at all the same as a non-profit organization 

in Germany.  This will make implementation of the Services Directive difficult. 

 

U.S.— 

 

¶ COURT LIFTS RESTRICTIONS ON CAMPAIGN SPENDING BY NOT-FOR-PROFIT 

GROUPS 

The federal appeals court for the District of Columbia has ruled that the 

government cannot restrict independent political spending by nonprofit groups or 

political committees, accelerating the judicial rollback of regulations aimed at 

curtailing the power of money in politics.  The ruling, in Emily‟s List v. Federal 

Election Commission, broadens the field of activity open to groups known as 

527s (after that section of the tax code) and other independent outfits like 

MoveOn.org on the left or Swift Boat Veterans for Truth on the right.  Such 

organizations have stirred controversy in recent elections by funneling unlimited 

donations from a small number of wealthy donors into voter turnout efforts and 

campaign commercials.  Following the direction of recent Supreme Court 

decisions, the appeals court held that independent groups have a First Amendment 

right to raise and spend freely to influence elections so long as they do not 

coordinate their activities with a candidate or a party.  

 

¶ HARVARD AND YALE REPORT LOSSES IN ENDOWMENTS 

Harvard and Yale disclosed just how many billions their endowments had lost in 

the last year, signaling yet more belt-tightening at the nation‟s wealthiest schools.  

 
Jane Mendillo, manager of Harvardôs portfolio since July 2008.  

http://pacer.cadc.uscourts.gov/common/opinions/200909/08-5422-1206889.pdf
http://pacer.cadc.uscourts.gov/common/opinions/200909/08-5422-1206889.pdf
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/m/moveon.org/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/s/swift_boat_veterans_for_truth/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/s/supreme_court/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/h/harvard_university/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/y/yale_university/index.html?inline=nyt-org


According to the New York Times , Harvard‟s endowment tumbled 27.3 percent 

in its latest fiscal year, largely because of problems with its private equity and 

hedge fund portfolios, lopping off $10 billion and shrinking its portfolio to $26 

billion.  Taking into consideration donations and spending, the endowment shrank 

by nearly 30 percent.  Yale also suffered about a 30 percent loss in its 

endowment, to about $16 billion, the university‟s president disclosed in a letter 

Thursday, adding that final figures on performance were still being compiled.  

“We want to alert you to the fact that another round of reductions will be 

necessary,” Yale‟s president, Richard C. Levin, wrote in what he called a budget 

update to the Yale community praising the cost-cutting that had already occurred. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ICCSL TO ASSIST ABA IN COMMENTING ON "NGO" LAWS 

In order to facilitate the development of comments on the new and proposed “NGO” laws 

in Zambia and Iraq by an American Bar Association Task Force, ICCSL is making 

documents received so far available on its website.  The Task Force is being formed by 

the International NGOs and NPOs Committee of the Section of International Law.  

Members of the Human Rights and Africa Committees of the International Law Section 

are also expected to join.  Law students at various law schools will assist with the 

drafting efforts.  The Comments will be based on a model used previously for comments 

on Zimbabweôs Draft Changes to the NGO Law (developed by ICCSL).  Members of 

the Task Force will also consult the book prepared by ICCSL for the Open Society 

Institute in 2004: Leon Irish, Robert Kushen & Karla Simon, Guidelines for Laws 

Affecting Civic Organizations.  Further information will be available at www.iccls.org.  

Anyone interested in joining the Task Force should contact Karla Simon at 

simon@law.edu.  

 

RESOURCES 
 

0   
AUSTRALIA--RIGHTS IN SIGHT: AUSTRALIAN AID AND DEVELOPMENT NGOS ON 

HUMAN RIGHTS 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/11/business/11harvard.html
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/subjects/p/private_equity/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/l/richard_c_levin/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://www.kubatana.net/html/archive/legisl/040907iccsl2.asp?sector=LEGISL&range_start=1
http://www.soros.org/resources/articles_publications/publications/lawguide_20040215
http://www.soros.org/resources/articles_publications/publications/lawguide_20040215
http://www.iccls.org/
mailto:simon@law.edu
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/MINE-7US6YY/$file/ACFID_Jul2009.pdf?openelement
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/MINE-7US6YY/$file/ACFID_Jul2009.pdf?openelement


 
Rights in Sight is the result of a study commissioned by a group of ACFID members into 

Australian aid and development views and practice by NGOs with regard to human 

rights.  The Consultation did not aim to review the extent to which an NGO‟s activities 

were human rights-based but to understand and explain NGO views on those activities. 

During the Consultation, some participants provided a number of examples and good 

programming tools and policies for implementing a human rights-based approach.  Some 

of those examples, tools, and policies are referred to in this document.  ACFID maintains 

a catalogue of these materials, which it will be used in training sessions and in the 

development of a human rights based approach toolkit.  Full paper in PDF format 

(477kb); Number of pages: 34p; Source: Australian Council for International 

Development (ACFID); date: July 2009  

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/MINE-

7US6YY/$file/ACFID_Jul2009.pdf?openelement  

 

CHINA—ICCSL REPORT FOR WORLD BANK POSTED TO THE WEB 

In 2009 the Ministry of Civil Affairs commissioned the International Center for Civil 

Society Law to produce a report on Outsourcing of Social Services to CSOs – Lessons 

from Abroad (paid for by the World Bank).  Together with Political Scientist Lester 

Salamon of the Johns Hopkins University, Dr. Leon Irish and Prof. Karla Simon 

produced a report of over 150 pages and did Country Studies of 10 different countries.  

The report was presented in draft form in June 2009 to a group of officials and CSO 

leaders and scholars, where it was overwhelmingly well-received.  It was revised to 

reflect their comments and is now published on the World Bank‟s Beijing website.  

Recommendations include the following: 

1) that China should use various forms of outsourcing, not just contracts (this is 

already being put into practice in certain provinces and municipalities throughout 

China); 

2) that training of local officials and CSOs will be crucial to successful outsourcing; 

and 

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/MINE-7US6YY/$file/ACFID_Jul2009.pdf?openelement
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/MINE-7US6YY/$file/ACFID_Jul2009.pdf?openelement


3) that further study of successful outsourcing in other countries would be warranted.  

Local experiments with outsourcing were discussed and elaborated on during the 

meetings in Beijing.  The report is available on the World Bank‟s Beijing website.  

 

EUROPE-EURASIA --FORUM 18 PUBLISHES OSCE FREEDOM OF RELIGION-RELATED 

DOCUMENT COMPENDIUM 

The Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) is a security 

organization of 56 states from Central Asia, Europe, and North America.  It is based on 

the insight that genuine security is not just a military question but consists of three 

elements: the "human dimension" as it is described in the OSCE 

http://www.osce.org/odihr/13371.html, meaning human rights and democracy; politico-

military factors; and economic and environmental factors.  Freedom of religion or belief 

is a fundamental human dimension commitment, and falls within the mandate of the 

OSCE's Warsaw-based Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) 

http://www.osce.org/odihr/20056.html.  Some of the most important and relevant human 

dimension commitments in the field of freedom of religion or belief have been published 

in a report by Forum 18.  

 

EURO-MEDITERRANEAN HUMAN RIGHTS NETWORK HAS LAUNCHED A NEW WEBSITE 
http://en.euromedrights.org/ 

 

GLOBAL—FREEDOM HOUSE PUBLISHES FREEDOM IN THE WORLD SURVEY 2009 

The Freedom in the World 2009 survey contains reports on 193 countries and 16 related 

and disputed territories.  Each country report begins with a section containing the 

following information: population, capital, political rights (numerical rating), civil 

liberties (numerical rating), status (Free, Partly Free, or Not Free), and a 10-year 

ratings timeline.  Each territory report begins with a section containing the same 

information, except for capital.  The population figures are drawn primarily from the 

2008 World Population Data Sheet of the Population Reference Bureau.  The political 

rights and civil liberties categories contain numerical ratings between 1 and 7 for each 

country or territory, with 1 representing the most free and 7 the least free.  The status 

designation of Free, Partly Free, or Not Free, which is determined by the combination of 

the political rights and civil liberties ratings, indicates the general state of freedom in a 

country or territory. 

 

GLOBAL-- WORLD DEVELOPMENT REPORT 2010: DEVELOPMENT IN A CHANGING 

CLIMATE 

http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/main?pagePK=64193027&piPK=64187937&theSitePK=523679&menuPK=64187510&searchMenuPK=64187283&theSitePK=523679&entityID=000333038_20090917230533&searchMenuPK=64187283&theSitePK=523679
http://www.osce.org/odihr/13371.html
http://www.osce.org/odihr/20056.html
http://www.forum18.org/Archive.php?article_id=1351
http://en.euromedrights.org/
http://www.freedomhouse.org/template.cfm?page=15
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTWDR2010/Resources/5287678-1226014527953/Overview.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTWDR2010/Resources/5287678-1226014527953/Overview.pdf


 
Developing countries can shift to lower-carbon paths while promoting development and 

reducing poverty, but this depends on financial and technical assistance from high-

income countries, says a new World Bank World Development Report.  High-income 

countries also need to act quickly to reduce their carbon footprints and boost 

development of alternative energy sources to help tackle the problem of climate change.  

World Development Report 2010: Development and Climate Change says that advanced 

countries, which produced most of the greenhouse gas emissions of the past, must act to 

shape our climate future.  If developed countries act now, a „climate-smart‟ world is 

feasible, and the costs for getting there will be high but still manageable.  A key way to 

do this is by ramping up funding for mitigation in developing countries, where most 

future growth in emissions will occur. 

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTWDR2010/Resources/5287678-

1226014527953/Overview.pdf 

 

GLOBAL--UNDP: GOVERNANCE ASSESSMENT PORTAL 

The UNDP Governance Assessment Portal aims to be a hub of information and a 

valuable entry-point on democratic governance assessments.  It provides information on:  

     (i) tools for assessing governance; 

     (ii) existing initiatives for measuring democratic governance at the national, regional             

and global level 

     (iii) how to measure governance with regard to specific areas of governance such as 

corruption or local governance 

     (iv) how to use global indicators more correctly 

     (v) opportunities to connect and share knowledge with other practitioners and experts.  

This portal offers publications that are available online, free of charge, and produced by 

experts, institutions and organizations that work in the field of governance assessments.  

It is a rich resource for detailed, practical, and up to date information about how to 

address issues related to assessments, drawing upon evidence about what works, and 

identifying innovations in approaches, policy, and practice.  It covers a range of 

approaches to governance assessment in order to enhance understanding of the various 

methodologies that have been developed in recent years and the varying insights they 

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTWDR2010/Resources/5287678-1226014527953/Overview.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTWDR2010/Resources/5287678-1226014527953/Overview.pdf
http://www.gaportal.org/


generate.  

http://www.gaportal.org/ 

GLOBAL--SELLING JUSTICE SHORT - WHY ACCOUNTABILITY MATTERS FOR PEACE  

 
This 128-page report draws upon Human Rights Watch's work over the past 20 years in 

nearly 20 countries.  The report documents how ignoring atrocities reinforces a culture of 

impunity that encourages future abuses.  Rather than impede negotiations or a transition 

to peace, remaining firm on justice can yield short- and long-term benefits.  Anticipated 

negative consequences of pressing for accountability often do not come to pass.  Justice 

is also important as a matter of principle.  Fair trials may assist in restoring dignity to 

victims by acknowledging their suffering.  Source: Human Rights Watch, July 2009 

http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/ij0709webwcover_2.pdf  

0   
GLOBAL--UNFPA AT WORK: SIX HUMAN RIGHTS CASE STUDIES 

 
This publication, launched on the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights, contains six case studies - from Colombia, Ecuador, Nepal, 

the Philippines, Turkey, and the United Republic of Tanzania -- highlighting national 

initiatives to promote and protect human rights.  The initiatives, supported by UNFPA, 

illustrate how gender, women's empowerment and cultural issues are being addressed. 

The purpose is to highlight some of the good work that is being done, and provide 

guidance and concrete examples of how to integrate human rights standards and 

principles -- such as participation, accountability, and non-discrimination -- into the 

design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of development programmes.  Full 

report in PDF format; Number of pages: 66p  

http://www.gaportal.org/
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/ij0709webwcover_2.pdf
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/ij0709webwcover_2.pdf
http://www.unfpa.org/webdav/site/global/shared/documents/publications/2008/6human_rights_cases.pdf


http://www.unfpa.org/webdav/site/global/shared/documents/publications/2008/6human_r

ights_cases.pdf  

 

GLOBAL PEACE INDEX 

 
The results of the Global Peace Index (GPI) for 2009 suggest that the world has become 

slightly less peaceful in the past year (2008), which appears to reflect the intensification 

of violent conflict in some countries and the effects of both the rapidly rising food and 

fuel prices early in 2008 and the dramatic global economic downturn in the final quarter 

of the year.  Rapidly rising unemployment, pay freezes, and falls in the value of house 

prices, savings, and pensions is causing popular resentment in many countries, with 

political repercussions that have been registered by the GPI through various indicators 

measuring safety and security in society.  

http://www.visionofhumanity.org/images/content/GPI-2009/2009-GPI-ResultsReport-

20090526.pdf  

 

Global--Toolkit to Combat Trafficking in Persons 

 
The 123 tools contained in the Toolkit offer guidance, recommended resources, and 

promising practices to policymakers, law enforcers, judges, prosecutors, victim service 

providers, and members of civil society who are working in interrelated spheres towards 

preventing trafficking, protecting and assisting victims, and promoting international 

cooperation.  

http://www.unodc.org/documents/human-trafficking/Toolkit-files/07-

89375_Ebook[1].pdf  

 

GLOBAL—ICNL’S GLOBAL DEVELOPMENTS IN NGO LAW ADDRESSES RECENTLY 

PROPOSED OR ENACTED LEGISLATION AFFECTING CIVIL SOCIETY THAT INFRINGES ON 

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION:   

 

http://www.icnl.org/globaltrends/glotrends1-3.htm. 

 

http://www.unfpa.org/webdav/site/global/shared/documents/publications/2008/6human_rights_cases.pdf
http://www.unfpa.org/webdav/site/global/shared/documents/publications/2008/6human_rights_cases.pdf
http://www.visionofhumanity.org/images/content/GPI-2009/2009-GPI-ResultsReport-20090526.pdf
http://www.visionofhumanity.org/images/content/GPI-2009/2009-GPI-ResultsReport-20090526.pdf
http://www.visionofhumanity.org/images/content/GPI-2009/2009-GPI-ResultsReport-20090526.pdf
http://www.unodc.org/documents/human-trafficking/Toolkit-files/07-89375_Ebook%5b1%5d.pdf
http://www.unodc.org/documents/human-trafficking/Toolkit-files/07-89375_Ebook%5b1%5d.pdf
http://www.unodc.org/documents/human-trafficking/Toolkit-files/07-89375_Ebook%5b1%5d.pdf


INDIA— 

 

¶ BROKEN SYSTEM - DYSFUNCTION, ABUSE, AND IMPUNITY IN THE POLICE 

 
This 118-page report documents a range of human rights violations committed by 

Indian police, including arbitrary arrest and detention, torture, and extrajudicial 

killings.  The report is based on interviews with more than 80 police officers of 

varying ranks, 60 victims of police abuses, and numerous discussions with experts 

and civil society activists.  It documents the failings of state police forces that 

operate outside the law, lack sufficient ethical and professional standards, are 

overstretched and outmatched by criminal elements, and unable to cope with 

increasing demands and public expectations.  Field research was conducted in 19 

police stations in Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka, Himachal Pradesh, and the capital.  

http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/india0809web.pdf  

INDIA--2009 INDIA HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT (MAY 2009) 

 

http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/india0809web.pdf
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/india0809web.pdf
http://www.achrweb.org/reports/india/AR09/AR2009.pdf


The Asian Centre for Human Rights (ACHR) published its 2009 Annual Report on 

Human Rights in India as the Congress led United Progressive Alliance government 

assumes its second term following the elections.  The report documents very high levels 

of societal violence and discrimination faced by religious and ethnic minorities, 

indigenous and tribal peoples, and members of the Dalit community.  The report suggests 

that the root causes of Naxal violence, discrimination, marginalization, and exclusion 

must be addressed.  There is an imperative need for the government to address security 

concerns.  

http://www.achrweb.org/reports/india/AR09/AR2009.pdf  

 

IRAQ--DRAFT LAW OF NON GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS: 2009 

 
The Iraq draft Law of Non Governmental Organizations which is currently under 

consideration by the country's Parliament has been the subject of severe criticism by civil 

society.  Enactment of the draft Law in its present form will severely curtail the activities 

of NGOs providing substantial support to the people of Iraq and assisting in the 

achievement of Millennium Development Goals.  (See above for related story in 

Framework Laws Section.) 

http://www.civicus.org/csw/1120  
 

SAUDI ARABIA’S COUNTERTERRORISM RESPONSE - RELIGIOUS COUNSELING, 

INDEFINITE DETENTION, AND FLAWED TRIALS  

http://www.achrweb.org/reports/india/AR09/AR2009.pdf
http://www.civicus.org/csw/1120
http://www.civicus.org/csw/1120
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/saudiarabia0809web.pdf
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/saudiarabia0809web.pdf


 
 

This Human Rights Watch report documents Saudi Arabia's response to threats and acts 

of terrorism since 2003, including the indefinite detentions of thousands of people, some 

of them peaceful political dissidents.  The domestic intelligence agency, the mabahith, 

which runs its own prisons, has prevented effective judicial oversight.  Saudi Arabia 

should ensure the right to judicial review for anyone detained, and the right to a fair trial 

for anyone charged with a crime, the report says. 
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