Best Wishes from All of Us at ICCSL to All of Our Readers.
Have a Happy and Peaceful 2010!
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ANTI-TERRORISM LEGISLATION

INDONESIA--CYBER CRIME BILL TO SPARK DEBATE

A protester with a poster of actress Luna Maya and housewife Prita Mrtilgasering his face during a

demonstration in Surabaya on Thursday. Both women have fallen afoul of the 2008 ITE Law, which
activists believe Iimits free speecldyslativeprbggamissay a nev
even more repressive.

According to the Jakarta Glepanew informaion technology crimes bill appeasst to
spark intenseyblic debate next year given its high priority on the House of
Repr esent &National eapislatich Prbdgramrlhe Alliance of Independence
Journalists (AJIl) considers the bil!]
str et c h a bcbneraversiah2@08 Inforimaion and Elemic Transaction (ITE)
Law. AJl chairman Nezar Patria said on Wednesday that while he agreed there should be

a |l aw to prosecute cyber <cri mes, he rejected

, known


http://thejakartaglobe.com/news/indonesian-cyber-crime-bill-to-spark-debate/favicon.ico

emphasizinghe investigatiom f di gi t al e Ministrneoh @mmuamicaton g h . 0

and Information Technology spokesman Gatot Dewaddismissed the complaint.

AThere I s not a single | awltaltatond ods trhet | raeng
said. Gatot sid the bill contains articles on extraction and investigation of digital

forensic datas evidence of cyber crime$he absence of a comprehensive cyber crime

law made it difficult for law enforcers to investigate and prosecute crimes committed

using inbrmation technology, he said.

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION AND FREEDOM OF | NFORMATION

CHINA® CHINESE CITY TO GO WIRELESS

The city of Weifang has been chosen as a pilot site for a project to wirelessly connect
citizens and gover nmenmavince Fa hformationse€hi nads Sha
http://www.futuregov.net/articles/2009/dec/01/chiregg-goeswireless/

NIGERIA O CONSIDERATION OF FOI BiLL CONTINUES IN LAGOS CITY

‘E_:-r
—
The late Mr. Abayomi Ogundeji (Insetl.he car in which he was shot

According to Punch on the Wethe Lagos State Government is set to make history.

Come January 2010, the Lagos State House of Assembly said it will pass into law its
Freedom of Information Bill Already, the bill, sponsored by the Majoritg&der in the

LSHA, Mr. Kolawole Taiwo, has passed through the first readfd if the LSHA, as
promised by its speaker, Mr. Adeyemi Ikuforiji, gives the Fol Bill the urgent attention it
requires and pass it into law in the first month of next yeailibe the first time that
Nigerians, by right, would be empowered to seek for information, especially from official
sources.Of course, the news from Lagos State has continued to inspire hope in the minds
of the people, especially journalists and othedra practitioners, that one day, the

federal lawmakers would deem it fit to allow free access to information gathering in the
country by also passing into law the Fol Bill that has laid unattended to in their chambers
for the past 10 yearsThe Lagos FoBiIll, interestingly, is said to be a prototype of the

one that the National Assembly has refused to pass for one déade.justifying the
conviction of the LSHA to quickly turn the Fol bill into law in Lagos State, Ikuforiji

stated that democracy afrdedom of information go harAd-h a n d . He sai d, A We
serious about democracy or the entrenchment of democratic principles if we do not take
the freedom of information seriou#f.the government continues to hide necessary
information that can aidevelopment from the people, then we cannot say we are in a



http://www.futuregov.net/articles/2009/dec/01/chinese-city-goes-wireless/
http://www.punchng.com/Articl.aspx?theartic=Art200912254102379

d e mocr at iQuriossh,tofficialnoginiod over the years, even from the National
Assembly men that continue to hold back the passage of the Fol Bill that was submitted
to them at the onsef democracy 10 years ago, has never deviated from the belief that

allowing unfettered access to information is sine qua non to developMensince

information gathering and dissemination business berthed in Nigeria 150 years ago via
the establishmd, in 1859, of the first newspaper, successive governments in the country

have continued to erect barriers on the path of information gathering.

THAILAND 0 E-GOVERNMENT EXPERIMENTS CONTINUE

In view of the opportunities presented by cloud computing, theghearnment has

started experimenting with hybrid clouds to roll otg@/ernment services to the rural
areas.Jirapon Tubtimhim, Director, Government Information Technology Infrastructure,
National Electronics and Computer Technology Centre, revealstigbvernment has

beendoing and the lessons learnt, available at
http://www.futuregov.net/tv/centgov/geetoud-thailand/

U.K.--BUCKINGHAM PALACE URGED TO MAKE FUNDING LETTERS PUBLIC

According to the BBG
letters — between
Buckingham ' R e Palace and
the government
about funding for
royal i palaces
should be made
public, the Information

The correspondence concerned funding for the upkeep of royal pali

Commissioner has said-he Independent newspaper has won a Freedc
Information ruling aftea campaign to get the documents releaJéu:

Department for Culture, Media and Sport said lawyers were studying t
ruling and it had 35 days to appedlhe commissioner said publishing ths
correspondence, about the upkeep of the palaces, was udiheipterest.
Details of the contents of the 100 letters and memos between membe
the Royal Household and ministers are not yet knoBwrt. the Independen
says the documents will reveal the extent of the financial crisis at the |

U.Sa

Y MORE TRANSPARENCY NEEDED IN FLORIDA NONPROFITS

According to the Nonprofit Quarterlyponprofits in southwestern Florida are not
as transparent as they should BeAt t h fysear, manyneeople are looking
to make donations to nonprofils and get a tax deduction in retur¥et it can be

a challenge to find informat.

on

about

The NewsPress.In random visits to 30 Lee County nonprofithie NewsPress
was able to see the records of only fiigansparency is commendable and easy
access to public records (from taxempt and governmental agencies) is essential

S

on
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for our democracyGovernment agencies, in particular, have long lagged tehin

in their obligation to allow citizens open acce&onsider the sevemonth

investigation by MassachusetiasedCommonWealth magazirtkat revealed

public officials at all level®f government frequently game the Massachusetts

Public Records LawT he i nvestigation found that Apu
records requests, c¢claim  records dondét exi
redact so much from the records as to render tis®tess, and charge so much

money to produce the documents that they
Nonprofits should lead the way and show their counterparts in government that

allowing easy access to public records is the right thing to do.

JUDGE ORDERS DETROIT TO REPAY FREE PRESS

A judge in Wayne County, Mich., said Detroit must repay The Detrei Press
for legal fees theewspapepaid in a legal fight involving a mayoral scandal.
The Free Press said Wayne @ouCircuit Judgeérobert Colombdr. ruled
Wednesday that under Michigan's Freedom of Information Act, the newspaper
was entitled to compensation as it prevailed in nearly 8@&pedf its requests for
public documentsThe requests were part of the newspaper's attempts to get
public documents released in connection with the text message scandal
surrounding former Mayor Kwame KilpatrickThis was a historic case,"
Colombo said."lIt ultimately resulted in the resignation and conviction of the
mayor of the City of Detroit and the chief of staBut for the lawsuit filed by the
Free Presamaybe this would have never come to light8lombo did not

support the Free Press's request for nearly $666,000 in legal fees and costs,
leaving lawyers for the Free Press and the city to calculate a néwaséa on
thejudge'sruling. The text message scandal surrounding Kilpatrick involved an
alleged sexual relationshipe mayor had with his chief of staff, Christine Beatty,
before he left office in 2008The messages also put into question the pair's
testimony regarding former Deputy Police Chief Gary Brown.



http://massinc.org/index.php?id=712&pub_id=2394&bypass=1
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FiscAL MATTERS

CHINA O CLARIFICATIONS |SSUED ONTAX EXEMPT INCOME FOR NPOS AND DONOR
DEDUCTIBILITY OF CHARITABLE GIFTS

The Ministry of FinancéMoF) and the State Administration of Taxati(®AT) issued

two circularsin Novembetto clarify the tax treatment of CSOs/NPOs and to provide

rules for donors to themBoth circulars are retroactive to January 1, 2008, the effective
date of Chinads new B\Mihrespepttoithe fermér,Coccalame Tax L a
[Caishu] 122 says that exempt itenisclude gifts, state subsidies, membership fees,
interest on bank accots and other income as determined by the MoF and the SAd.
second CircularQaishuj 123 describes the procedures whereby CSOs/NPOs seeking to
qualify themselves as appropriate donees of tax deductible contributions can do so. It
also describes athiites of such NPOs, including governance and conflict of interest
rules. The translated texts of the circularionome tax exemption (122s well as the

one onreligibility for tax deductibility of donations (122e available ilCCSL
Documentation CentefThe lattens a reissuance of a Circular first issued in 2007, and it
is described in detail in Karla W. SimdRegulation ofCivil Society Organizations in

China: Necessary Changes after the Olympic Games and the Sichuan Earthejuake
was republished inJCSL

INDIAG GREATER SCRUTINY OF NPO FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES ANNOUNCED

Non-profit organizations (NPOs), whether registered as charitable trusts, temples,
churches or mosques, NGOs, educational institutions or societies, etc. will not only have
to disclose the sources of their funds, but also will be scrutinized fer faogetary
transactions. This change in the law has been introduced by an amendment to the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) 20G1tfied in the Official Gazette on
November 12, 2009 to bring NPOs within the purview of the law. Earlier, the entities

that fell under the ambit of the law included only fund companies, banking companies,
financial institutionsand housing finance compasi The amendment now says any
company registered under section 25 of the Indian Companies Act, 1956, and/or as a trust
or society under the Societies Act, 1860, or any similar state legislation, will be brought
within the purview of PMLA.iMoney laundeng in India was rampant through NGOs

and charitable trustsThe majority of industrialists and even some top politicians were

using NGOs to launder their black money back into the couiing. amendment would

prove an effective tool in the hands of aatiesandwod t ake t he veil of f
said Mumbaibased lawyer Bhushan Bahal.

U.S--PITTSBURGH MAYOR DROPSTUITION TAX

According to the Nonprofit Quarterlittsburgh Mayor Luke Ravenstahicghe is

dropping a proposed 1 percent tuition tax after reaching an agreement with nonprofits in

the city. Contributions from the University of Pittsburgh, Carnegie Mellon University and

Highmark Inc. (a health insurer) have ended a standoff betweeragfor and the

nonprofits as the mayor proposed to tax uniyv
struck. Initially, the tuition tax proposal drew instant and widespread criticism from

students and the city's universities, but it appeared to have esgogbrt in council to



http://www.iccsl.org/pubs/Caishui_122_(eng).pdf
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pass. The two universities and one health insurer blinked and the pressure has, for now,
been eased

FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION AND PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY

KENYAD HARMONIZED DRAFT CONSTITUTION RECOGNIZES BROAD FREEDOM OF
ASSOCIATION RIGHTS

A long-awaited draft constitution has been released in Kenya, the first step in a full
review of a document which many Kenyans say gives the president nearly unchecked
power over state affairs. Kenyans have been calling for a new constitution since the early
1990s to replace one dating back to the eve of independence from Britain in 1963, which
critics say encourages corruption and tribalism because of the president's immense
powers. The public will have 30 days to scrutinize the draft and forward propdsal a
amendments to their respective Members of Parliament. A referendum on the
Constitution is expected to be held in 2010 to determine whether the new constitution is
acceptable. Article 53, which provides for freedoinassociation, deals not only with

the basic requirements of freedom of associations for individuals, but also addresses the
need to provide ease of registration for civil society organizationstekhis available

in the ICCSL Documentation Center.

IRANO U.S.SAYS I T BEHAVES INCREASINGLY LIKE A i BLICE STATEO

Oppostion supporters and supgers
of supreme leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei clash in Qom


http://www.iccsl.org/pubs/Kenya_Art_53_for_doc_center.pdf

According to the AFPthe United States on Wednesday accused frarcoeasingly

behav ng | i ke aaftdr paoidnisecwrity Brces tlashied anew with protesters.
filran is increasingly showig it sel f t o StéteDepartnrent spokesnans t at e, 0
Philip Crowley told reporterstilt is using all of its levers, all of its variosgcurity

elements to try to stamp out clearly the aspirations of the Iranian people for a different
rela i onship wit h Ctowleyisaid.ind yeethe peagenkeep on finding

a way to exercise their universal rights of freedfrassembly, # e d om ofsad peech, 0
the assistant secretary of state for public affditsan keeps on trying to find ways to

prevent them... access to the modern tools ofncorm i ¢ aCrowleyrsaidofilran has

to take note of what its people are sayififjey wanta government that's working on

their behalf, that's serving their interests, that leads to a different kind of regtionth

t he r est befaddedilbe clasbes erdpteadin Isfahan after security forces
surrounded a mosque where a memoealise for a dissident cleric, Grand Ayatollah
Hossein Ali Montazeri, was to be held and prevented mourners from entering, opposition
websites saidThe mourners were shouting slogans in support of Iran's opposition Green
Movement and police fired teargto disperse them, websRahesabz.nedaid. Many
hardliners have called for the arrest of Mir Hossein Mousavi, who ran for president in
June 12 polls which he lost to President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad amid claimsctienele
was rigged, triggering sporadic protests ever silddentazeri, who died aged 87 on
Saturday, had been a bold supporter of the opposition, branding thamewer

Ai | | e gand issurg blistéring statements condemning violence by securitg force
against demonstrators.

RUSSIA® RIGHTS PROTESTORS DEMONSTRATION BROKEN UP

Hundreds of police officers broke upanadtr e ml i n protest i n Moscow
Eve and detained dozens of people, including Lyudmila M. Alekseyeva, 82, one of this

y e a r (isntsofeheEuropean Uniod s hunoap rights awardThe New York Tines

reportedthat in a statement released in Washington, Mike Hammer, a spokesman for the

National Security Council s ai d, fAThe United States expres
authorities in Moscow prevented Russian citizens from exercising their right to assemble
peacefully. o Pr ot est sly, Augustand &dtobey; theghttb on t he
assembly is guaranteed in the 31st Article of the Russian Constitution. In seeking to

abort plans for the 31 December protest, the police had said it would interfere with New
Year 6s festivities.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

CANADAO RULINGS REVISE LAW ON DEFAMATION

In a recent cas&rant v. Torstar Corpthe Supreme Court of Canada, per McLaughlin,

C.J. heldunanimoushyiit hat t he | a&houldbé madigetl @ pravide goeater
protection for communi cat irhelawswith espentad t er s of
statements that are reliable and important to public debate did not give adequate weight to

the constitutional value of free ex@gionprior to this decision The Court said,

fiFreewheeling debate on matters of public interest is to be encouraged and the vital role

of the communications media in providing a vehicle for such debate is explicitly



http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/slideshow/ALeqM5hU6psW94guWVgkfhCcmAkv7lGisA?index=0
http://rahesabz.net/
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/e/european_union/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://www.rferl.org/content/Sakharov_Prize_Winners_Say_Russian_Civil_Society_Needs_EUs_Help/1905824.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/01/world/europe/01briefs-MoscowBrf.html?ref=world
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/01/world/europe/01briefs-MoscowBrf.html?ref=world
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/n/national_security_council/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://scc.lexum.umontreal.ca/en/2009/2009scc61/2009scc61.html

recognized in the text of &(b) itsdf. While the law must protect reputation, the current

level of protectiord in effect a regime of strictdbility d i s not jAiltlsoughf i abl eé.
the right to free expression does not confer a lie@asuin reputationivhen proper

weight is given to tb constitutional value of free expression on matters of public interest,

the balance tips in favor of broadening the defenses available to those who communicate
facts it 1is 1in t h@copsérdtionofihe juisprudenceefothert o k n o w
common law democracies also favors replacing the current Canadian law with a rule that

gives greater scope to freedom of expression while offering adequate prodéction

r e p ut arheilaw nf@efamation should therefore be modified to recognize a defense
ofresponsi bl e communi cat i olTheothercas®@uartver s of puk
Cussonalso held unanimously in favor of a new approach to libel suits.

CHINA O

9 INTERNET SAID TO CONTRIBUTE TO SPREADING UNREST AMONG CHINESE
PuBLIC
TheNanfang Dushiba@NanfangDaily) in Guangzhou, on December, 2009,
discussed a portion of ti#10 Chinese Academy of Social Science (CASS) Blue
Bookthat remarks that the combination of cell phonesthathternet to spread
information and excite a response exceedgtbev e r 1 abiity tb i@spond to
it. In their list of the top 77 incidents that attracted wide attention in Chinese
society, they found that in 30% of these cases it was postings on the web that
attracted great popular attention to these incidefiie CASS report mentioned
cases wherkmcal government cut off communications or even ordered hotels not
to accept customers in order to stop information from spreadiaijjng to react
to incidents another response, resulted in public confidence in the government
declining. The article oncluded with a discussion of some hotlines to which
people can complain about inappropriate internet postings and mentioned
government websites that accept citizen complaints, mentioning that 37 provincial
level leaders and 40 local level leaders havanegeip mailboxes to receive
complaints. A list of 20 incidents in which the Internet played an important role
is listed after the articleThe CASS report deals generally with problems of
unrest in China.

T AMERICAN WOMAN PETITIONS IN BEIJING
U.S. petitioner Julie Harms poses for photos before visiting a petition office in
Beijing, China. She joins the crush of Chinese petitioners outside the high, well
guarded gate® the government comound for the upper leaders of the
governmenbn cold Beijing morningsLike the others, she has a grievance
against the government, in her case, a fiancé jailed on a charge she says is untrue.
But unlike the others, M$darms isanAmerican and a Harvdrgraduate. And
she haunts government offices in a long search for justice.
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AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
In this photo taken 19 November 2009, Msrms, centeris questioned by a

plain dothes security guardutside the west gate to the Zhongnanhai compound

after she attenips t o del i v egtopdeadership weoresidesinteh i na 6
compound in Beijing, ChinaAccording to thexinfang(petitioning) regulations

Art. 50, foreigners and stateless persons have standing noitsodtitions. But

Ms. Harms appears to have received as little relief as most Chinese citizens.

Liu X1A0BAO CONVICTED OF SERIOUS CHARGE FOR WORK ON CHARTER 08;
SENTENCED TO 11YEARS

Liu Xiaobo, oneofChin® s most prominent advocates
tried on charges of subversion, a sign that Chinese leaders are reducing their
already limited tolerance for peaceful political dissantording to the New York
Times Mr. Liu, an essayist and social critic who has spent more than a year in
detention, received an 11 year prison term on charges legally defined as

Ai ncitement to subvert state power . o0
after the closed trialwasaed out at the Beijing No. 1
Court. In addition to his prison term, Mr. Liu will be deprived of his political

rights for an additional two years, a penalty that will prevent him from writing or
speaking out on a wide range of issu€fiarging one of the bekhown

dissidents with subversion is a disheartening milestone in the eyes of some
Chinese legal experts and human rights advocatesLiu will appeal the

verdict.

NEw LIFE FOR CAIJING EDITOR AND STAFF REPORTED

A report in the New York Timedisclosed that a pioneering editor who resigned
amid controversy last fall from Caijing, a Chinese business magazine that
specialized in investigating govenent corruption and corporate fraud, has been
named editor in chief of a new publication. The new magazine, Century Weekly,
said that it had appointed the editor, Hu Shuli, and several other former Caijing
editors. Ms. Hu, 56, resigned in November aftéongstanding dispute with

Cai jingb6s publisher over business and
journalism she championed. Caijing was under growing pressure from
government censors, and Ms. Hu and other executives of Caijing also comhplaine

of

Hi s

edi
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that t he mad the StatkeEdchange\kxeeutive Council, a semi
government, serrprivate organizatio® had been too stingy with the budget.

1 LAw CLAMPING DOWN ON DISSENT ADOPTED IN XINJIANG
The government of Xinjiang, the restive, predominahtlyslim region in far
westernChinashaken recently by ethnic strife, said that it had seatbpvhat
appeared to be a sweeping law barring the spread of views deemed to threaten
national unityaccording to the New York TimesThe government said ots i

Web site that the measure, a vaguely desc
in Xinjiang, 0 was adopted by the | ocal | e
February.

GLOBAL -- THE UN WORLD SUMMIT ON INFORMATION SOCIETY 20015 CouLD NOT

REACH A RESOLUTION ON HOW THE INTERNET OUGHT TO BE GOVERNED.

T he i mhisgorical@dévéopment meant that the technical and academic community
played a large role in how it was developed and the standards and rules which
accompanied itBut as the internet becamere important in econaia) social and

political life, gates wanted a bigger role in how it should be rlio.break the deadlock,

the UN Secretarseneral was mandated to establish an Internet Governance Forum (a
"multilateral, multistakeholder, demodia and transparent” forum) to run until 2010.
Perhaps they thought that five years was enough to resolve this issue of who, what and
how. What happened instead, is that the IGF has emerged a robust place for fairly open
debates about existing and emeggiacets of critical issues like access, security and
development, though it's not free from the problems that plague an unequal world. APC
reported from the conference centre in SharsBgikh

INDONESIAG DEFAMATION FOR COMPLAINING E-MAIL RECEIVES ATTENTION FROM

THE MEDIA

Prita Mulyasar: became f amousmaials thderj dialwydr
New York Times reportthat her ordeal began when sent an anail message

complaining about the poor treatment she received at a hospital to 20 relatives, friends

and ceworkers. The message, forwarded from one mailing list to another, eventually fell

into the hands of t he defansapon.tirano tne, Msawy er s, wh
Mulyasari, 32, a mother of two infants, found herself sharing a jail cell with murderers

and facing six years in prison, seemingly yet another ordinary Indonesian caught up in

one of the worl dés mastyecomMsuptMull g@aaslars st et
there. After word of her predicament leaked out, support for her swelledanesié@ s

freewheeling news media and blogosphere, forcing the authorities to release her after

three weeks in jail. A ruling in her trial is expected later this month, and Mrs. Mulyasari

said she was hoping that a +pilty verdict would allow her to slip back into anonymity.

Prosecutors are seeking a-smonth sentence. Whatever the judgment, it will be

scrutinized because of an unrelated, continuing scandal involving the national police,
attorney ¢ge naticaruplio agericy. Recent ravelations have put a

spotlight on a judicial netherworld where the rich routinely bribe corrupt police officials,

prosecutors and judges for favorable treatment.
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JORDAN --JORDANIANS CAN TAKE A JOKE, ComIiCS FIND
~

Shawn Baldwin for The New York Time

Comedians from North America found an audience hungry for laughs, even at its own expéese, att
Amman StandJp Comedy Festival this month in Jordan

For all of the animosity, mistrysind lack of understanding between the West and the

Muslim world, this small Middle Easteountry has demonstrated timabst people here

have the capacity to laugitt themselved and at jokes abodttodily functions, top

according to the New York TimedVhen comedians from North America faced a theater

packed with Arabs this mdmand poked fun at the local practice of marrying a cousin,
tweakedPalestinianss being killed stone throwers, feigned fright at an audience

member named Osama, everyone laughed, and laughedWheth it comes to humor,

apparently, there is no clash of civilizatofs.Bac k at home peopl e ask r
| a ug h Déan Bkeidatiaha stanelp comedian originally from New Jersey who was

executive producer of thtmman StandJp Comedy Festival Al  wi | | be honest
guys | augh mor eindeedt, onsevAmmightsiincaaow sthodsands of

Jordanians packed into a theater in the center of this city and laughed so hard, hooted,

hollered and cheered £asily, the comics themselves were a bit taken aback. Jordanians

were hungry for a laugh, even at their expense. Two of the shows were in Arabic, and

they sold out,tooif To make fun of ourselves is good; m
said Nader Shdks heer , 16. AMaybe i f we made fun of
h o n e dviake fuie, they did.Mr. Obeidallah, who hosted the show on the fifth night,

teased the audience about their driving and the Muslim practice of taking four wives.

nYou g nhggeatast neultithskers, Jordanians. | saw one guy driving with a

cigarette in one hand, a c e |Bigpabgh.ileevenn anot he
talked upPresident Obamaaying his election gave hope that someday an Arab could be
president of the United States and then intr

second lady, and my thirdldy and my fourth | ady. o


http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/24/world/middleeast/24jordan.html?_r=1
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/subjects/p/palestinians/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://www.deanofcomedy.com/aboutDean.cfm
http://www.jordantimes.com/?news=22190
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/o/barack_obama/index.html?inline=nyt-per

LiBYyAd HRW Says TRUTH AND JUSTICE CANGr WAIT : HUMAN RIGHTS
DEVELOPMENTS IN LIBYA AMID INSTITUTIONAL OBSTACLES

el \).‘r‘

HUMAN
RICHTS
WATCHN

Truth and Justice Can't Wait

Pares Dty Severgeerts i Ldgs

A Ivcinetoa ol Cbytcley

This 78page report is based on research conducted by Human Rights Watch during a 10
day visit to Libya in April, the organization's most recent trip to the country. The report is
also based on ongoing monitoring from outside the country. The report finds that while
the internet and two new newspapers in the country have given journalisésattre

space to write openly on certain sensitive subjects, heavy criminal sanctions continue to
stifle journalists and prohibit freedom of association. Lawsuits and prosecutions of
journalists under the country's libel laws have increased, but so farrnaljstihas been
sentenced to prison.
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/libyal209webwcover.pdf

GLOBAL -- FOUNDATION FUNDS DISASTER JOURNALISM

According tothe Nonprofit Quarterlythe Thomson Reuters Foundation Web site is
funding a new venture called Emergency Information Service (EIS), which will "channel
vital data from the field back up into the aid response.” In addition to funding the
necessary infigructure, trainings will be provided to-time-ground humanitarian
nonprofits, and has been designed and deployed in partnership with the International
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies.

U.Sa

I FEC OPENSSCRUTINY OF ITS NONPROFIT RULES
According to the Nonprofit Quarterlyhe Federal Election Commission lost a
case againdt mi | ListdnsSeptember with huge ramifications for nonprofits that
might be engaged in electioalated advocacyNow the FEC is trying to back
into a new set ofules governing the political behavior of nonprofits in light of the
E mi ILpt@ase. AS527E mi |List@lallenged the FEC rule limiting a large

part of the political activities of 527s
unfettered podfitti mamneywcti vities of groups
Vet erans. AHard moneyo expenses of 527s a

money expenses and donations are capped at $5,000 pertlomor| Listd s
argued that the FEC limitation violated a p®f electoral laws, including the


http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/libya1209webwcover.pdf
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/libya1209webwcover.pdf
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/libya1209webwcover.pdf
http://trust.org/trust.org/page/files/eis.html
http://trust.org/trust.org/page/files/eis.html
http://trust.org/trust.org/page/files/eis.html
http://www.cqpolitics.com/wmspage.cfm?parm1=5&docID=news-000003269851
http://www.nonprofitquarterly.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1668:nonprofit-newswire-december-18-2009&catid=155:daily-digest&Itemid=137

FEC's own authorizing |l egislation, and th
moneyo regulation not only applied to 527
solicit contributions that might be used to support or defeat gadlitandidates.

TheE mi |List&case overturned the FEC rule and the FEC apparently chose not

to appeal. So, with uncapped donations to nonprofits for political activities, there

is likely to be more nonprofit engagement in partisan voter registratimtiast

and issue advertisements that refer to political candidates. The FEC has issued an

interim rule to clarify what nonprofits can and cannot do within this much less

restrictive posEMILY fundraising environment. For some reason, to us, the

more we ead about FEC rulemaking, the less we understand. Time for an

overhaul

NEW VOICE FOR CONSERVATIVES: THE YOUNG CONS

.

David Rufful, left, and JdsRiddle perform' rap songs
with a conservative theme as The Young Cons.

According to the Providence Journtle conservative right has tvig new

additions. They wear Dartmouth greedosh Riddle, of Denver, and David

Rufful, a former Bishop Hendricken star from Warwick, are basketball players at
Dartmouth College who have a rap act on the side, calling themselves The Young
Consandaimts pr ead the words of Jesus Chri st,
Shruggedo t MithdGuaged Yooilulseivideos, a Web site at
www.theyoungcons.comand a burgeoning network of online followers, the

conservativgocks have turned a pregzhool lark into an unlikely platform for

their political views.Thei r beat s may not win any awar

Altdéds just two young coll ege kids who are
stereotypes we think youngped e have about cons-ervati sm,
foot9 i nch center who goesibVg Wwa@nitl t posWwhaen

them that theydre not just these old whit
accountThey have sol uti onsjustcaregbauv er ty and t h
t h e ms eDevor sf bling, scantily dressed women and other hallmarks of

hiphop videos, their AYoung Con Ant hemo an
0 which together have earned nearly 500,000 views on Youdulip on

i O b atnraoand abortiorrights supporters while championing deregulation,

individual responsibility and the argovernment tenets of the late Ayn Rand and

her novel NAR Il asatSérwigygr dgover nment dicta
statements for how to be a merchandwho run a restaurant / how to lay the


http://www.projo.com/music/content/conservative_rappers_at_dartmout_12-26-09_K3G_v11.37d3dd7.html
http://www.theyoungcons.com/

pavement / bail out a business but canot

AANnt hABmooher rhyme goes: Al édm just | iving
sorry Hillary, not a rightving conspiracy / we needare women with intellectual
integrity, |l 6m tal king Megyn Kelly, not N

1 CONGRESSMAN INTRODUCES FEDERAL ANTI-SLAPP BILL
According to the First Amendment Centailf ennessee cgressman has
introduced a bill i n the U.S. House of Re
Participation Act of 20090 that would pro
for exercising their First Amendment rights of petition and spe#gtassed, the
measure by Rep. Steve CoheRT&nn., would become the first federal anti
SLAPP law on the booksSLAPP is an acronym for Strategic Lawsuits Against
Public Participation. A SLAPP suit seeks to silence an individual or a business
simply because that persor entity has spoken out or exercised First Amendment
rights. The filer of a SLAPP suit hopes to stop critici8meven if it is true or
concerns an important publicissu@.Ci vi | | awsuits and counte
claiming millions of dollars in damagesave been and are being filed against
thousands of individuals, organizations, and businesses based upon their valid
exercise of the rights to petition or
findings. ASLAPPs are thatwaste udicml of t he
resources and clog the alreadyeen r dened c oThebillHiRoc ket s. 0
4364,provides immunity from civil liability for those who petition the
gover nmewmt Kimwowlhedge of falsity or reckle

fre
j ud

all ows a party to file a fAspecial motion
a lawsuit, seeking to declare the suit a SLAPP. The party seeking to dismiss the

SLAPP suitmust makeaninital s howing fAthat the cl ai m 8
act in furtherance of the constitutional

FREEDOM OF RELIGION AND BELIEF

INDONESIAG Y OGA PRACTICES BANNED FOR M USLIMS

The New York Times eports that I ndonesiabs top | sl ami
barred Muslims from practicing yoga containing Hindu rituals like chanting, citing

concerns that it would corrugteir faith. The council issued the ruling after talks by

hundreds of theological experts in Padang Panjang, in West Sumatra. A similar ruling

was made in Malaysia last year.

KYRGYZSTANO RELIGIOUS FREEDOM SURVEY PUBLISHED BY FORUM 18

In its survey analysis of freedom of religion or belief in Kyrgyzstan, Forum 18 News
Servicefinds that the state continues to violate its commitments to implement freedom of
religion or belief for all. Limitations on this fundamental freedom and other human

rights have increasedn both law and practiceunder President Kurmanbek Bakie.

harsh new Religion Law was adopted in 2009, despite international protests, and a
similarly harsh new Law on ReligistEducation and Educational Institutions is being
drafted. There are also plans for a new Law on Traditional Religi@tate actions,



http://www.firstamendmentcenter.org/news.aspx?id=22437
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c111:H.R.4364:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c111:H.R.4364:
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/27/world/asia/27briefs-YOGABANFORMU_BRF.html?_r=1&ref=world
http://www.forum18.org/Archive.php?article_id=1388
http://www.forum18.org/Archive.php?article_id=1388

including banning unregistered religious activity and raids on meetings for worship, show

little sign of either a willngness to implement human rights commitments, or an

understanding that genuine security depends on genuine respect for humarfsghts.

Bahaoi s ai dOutoountFydassonmady 8rgentfproblerpsverty, the lack

of medicine, AIDS, crime, corption. Wh y  tofficiads work on these instead of

making |ife harder for religious believers?ao
Review process in May 2010.

SWITZERLAND --SWISS MINARETS: ONLY THE TIP OF THE | CEBERG

The changing demographics of Europe have created new political and cultural challenges
for the EuropeansThe Western European people have their own share of identity crisis,
and for a long time they will vacillate between liberal ideals and naisticdiears. For

the Europeans to dwell on the former, we need visionary leadership in European as well
as in Muslim countrieslf bigotry in Europe is met with equal bigotry in Muslim lands,

the world will head toward an inevitable clash of civilization
http://www.fpif.org/articles/swiss_minarets_only the tip_of the_iceberg



http://www.fpif.org/articles/swiss_minarets_only_the_tip_of_the_iceberg
http://www.fpif.org/articles/swiss_minarets_only_the_tip_of_the_iceberg

VIETNAM -- LEADERS EMPHASIZE RELIGIOUS UNITY ON CHRISTMAS EVE

According to Saigon Giai Phonyice State President Nguyen Thi
Doan has reaffirmed respect for Catholics as part of the nation anc
pledged favorable conditions for religious people to practice their
I" beliefs. Doan made the statement and extebdetlwishes to clerics
@ and followers of the Bui Chu diocese in the northern province of N
Dinh on a Chistmas visit on December2&. Cat hol i cs I
g4 considerable contributions to the national defense and constructiol
y State has always tried toqvide the best available conditions for
¥religious people to practice t
" Vice State PresidentShe also called on bishops, clerics and Cathol
A VO \#ua | to uphold the tradition of living the gospel amid the nation, follow
L ARl Godos Teaching and abide by tl
Ho Chi Minh City dwellers in country prosperous a_nd mlghtg_bn behalf o_f almos_t 400,000
front of the Notre Dame parishioners and clerics, the Bishop of Bui Chu diocese, Hoang Ve
Cathedral on Christmas Eve  Tiem, expressed thanks to the Party and State for pronfotiedom of
(Photo: SGGP) belief and religion. He also pledged to contribute to the Catholic
community development as well as to the national construcboan
concluded her tour of the Bui Chu diocese with a visit to its orphanage, which has sheltered
thousands of pantless children for 157 yearélso on Christmas Eve, Deputy Prime Minister
Truong Vinh Trong paid courtesy visits to Cardinal Pham Minh Man, Archbishop of the Ho Ch
Minh City Archdiocese and pastor Thai Phuoc Truong, Head of the General Confedgfr#tion
Protestant Church of Vietnam (southern regidn)the meeting with Cardinal Man, Trong called ¢
the Catholics and followers of other religions, including Buddhism, to respect and strengthen
unity and join hands in national development.

U.SO SUPREME COURT GRANTS CERT. IN UC-HASTINGS CHRISTIAN LEGAL SOCIETY
CASE

The U.S. Supremedlirtagreed to hear an appeal from a 9th Circuit decision djpttpl
UCHasti ngs C oddcisian & demy stutleattiviies funds and official
recogniton to a Christian Legal Society student group on the ground that the group's
refusal to allow gay and lesbian members and officers violates the school's
antidiscrimination policies. Christian Legal Society v. Martinez, Ne1l881.

L EGAL FRAMEWORK

CHINAO TRADE ASSOCIATIONS LAW BEING DEVELOPED

According to arecent descriptioof the development of a Trade Associations L
for China, thedraft lawhas been proposed for commebgtthe Legislative Affairs
Office of the Ministry of Civil Affairs. In addition, the Federation of China Tre
Associations and Chambers of Commerce (FCTACC) is circulating a questic
to trade associations (TAS) to ascertain their needs that the new law should



http://www.prnewschannel.com/favicon.ico
http://english.chinaassn.com/show.aspx?id=30708
http://www.iccsl.org/pubs/Proposed_Trade_Associations_Law.pdf

to. Initial inquiries suggest that the following issues should be covered in the
Give legal status to TAs

Describe their Concrete functions

Remove government interventidrom the business of TAs

Provide for income tax exemption; and

The Government should be required to purchase services from TAs, |
than receiving such services for free.

S

M ISCELLANEOUS MATTERS

EGYPT--AUTHORITIES |GNORE FOUR COURT ORDERS CALLING FO R RELEASE OF

BLOGGER

According to Afrik.com the Arabic Network for Human Rights Information (ANHRI)

condemned the Egyptian Interior Ministry for refusing to act on a release warrant issued

on 14 Decerber 2009 by the State Security Supreme Criminal Court. This is the fourth

time that a court has called for the release of Christian blogger Hani Nazeer Aziz, owner

of the blog Karz AlHob", which was eragk after his arrest in October 2008dani

Nazeer was arrested under the emergency law and has been held since October 2008
without any charges being filed against him. The State Security Court issued a fourth
order for his r el ease®freedont of expréssiow legal agd urfitr om AN
submitted a memorandum to the court detailing how security forces had kidnapped the

bl ogger s brothers and held them as hostage
even though he had not committed an offense. Moo ver , ANHRI 6s | awyers
church cleric cooperated with the security forces and helped them get a hold of Hani

Nazeer in October 2008, when he was arrested and detained at Borg AlArab prison.

| RAN-- ELECTION CONTESTED, REPRESSION COMPOUNDED
po

utcnou CONTESTED.
RESSION COMPOUNDED

"During the widespread unrest that followed the contested election result in June 2009,
thousands of people were arbitrarily arrestededs were killed on the streets or died in


http://en.afrik.com/article16681.html
http://haninazeeraziz.blogspot.com/
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/MDE13/123/2009/en/1e69a8fb-dcf1-4165-a7fc-a94369e364bf/mde131232009en.pdf

detention, and many said they were tortured or otherwisredted. This report includes
cases and moving testimonies of individuals whose rights were abused. It shows that the
willingness of the authorities t@sort to violence and arbitrary measures to stifle protest
and dissent has continued long after the-ptesttion protests subsided.”
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/MDE13/123/2009/en/1e63&8Mb4165a7fc
a94369e364bf/mde131232009en.pdf

M ONGOLIA --PARTNERSHIP FOR PROGRESSBROCHURE PRODUCED

This was the brochure that launched Bartnership for Progress between the United
Nations and the Government of Mongolia. Launched in the middle of a severe economic
crisis, it details the statef-play in Mongolia and how UNDP would address it.
http://www.scribd.com/doc/19748676/PartnersfupProgressBrochure

SOUTH AFRICA -- FIRST WORLD HUMAN RIGHTS MoOT COURT ARGUES AGAINST
DISCRIMINATION

Twenty students from around the world competed Wednesday in the final round of the

first ever World Human Rights Moot Court in Pretoria, South Afrithe competition

was organized by the Centre for Human Rights at the University of Pretoria with the

support of the UN Human Rights officeDiscrimination lies at the root of many of the

worl dés most pressing human ri ghStudentsad sues an
the Moot Court were asked to argue a fictional case on the principle-of non

discrimination. Verdicts were then delivered by a panel of high level judges from

international tribunals and regional human rights bodies.


http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/MDE13/123/2009/en/1e69a8fb-dcf1-4165-a7fc-a94369e364bf/mde131232009en.pdf
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/MDE13/123/2009/en/1e69a8fb-dcf1-4165-a7fc-a94369e364bf/mde131232009en.pdf
http://www.scribd.com/doc/19748676/Partnership-for-Progress-Brochure
http://www.scribd.com/doc/19748676/Partnership-for-Progress-Brochure
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/FirstWorldHumanRightsMootCourt.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/FirstWorldHumanRightsMootCourt.aspx

http://www.ohchr.og/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/FirstWorldHumanRightsMootCourt.aspx

U.K.d

9 NEw DIRECTOR GENERAL APPOINTED FOR THE OFFICE OF THE THIRD SECTOR
The Office ofthe Third Sector announcétht Rolande Anderson has been
appointed as the new Director General for the Office of the Third Sector (OTS).
She joins the OTS from the Office for National Statistics (ONS) where she was
Director General for Transformationé@orporate Services. Before joining
ONS, Rolande was Regional Director of the Government Office for the South
East, Engl andds | argest region. Rol ande
disabilities and is a member of RNID. Throughout her career shehaanpioned
diversity, and she has mentored on various schemes for BME and disabled civil
servants.

T Now BrRowN DECLARES CLASS WAR ON HUNTING

' »

-~ "
Tory candidates have apparently been advised to ask their constituents' views before voting on whether to
keep the hunting ban

Accordimg to the Independenthe Labour Party willaunch a hardhitting

campaign against David Cameron's proposal to repeal the ban on hunting with
dogs. The move will be seen as an extension of its "class war" against the
ConservativesMinisters will pointto Mr Cameron's record of supporting fox



http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/FirstWorldHumanRightsMootCourt.aspx
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/091203_rolandeanderson.aspx
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/now-brown-declares-class-war-on-hunting-1850407.html

hunting and condemn his proposal to give MPs the chance to overturn the
Hunting Act if he becomes Prime Minister. Writing in The Independent today,

the Environment Secretary Hilary Benn says: "Quite why this isunyg that

would be a priority for a Tory government, instead of the economy or tackling
other concerns, is hard to explain to the public and [the Conservatives] have failed
to do so." Last night, Mr Benn explained: "David Cameron used to hunt foxes.
Hetalked about foshunting in his first speech to Parliament, and he has said that

if he becomes Prime Minister he will get rid of the-fwnting ban.

1 PRIVATE SCHOOL PAY RISESAWILL SHOCKO PARENTS
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Tony LIe of Eton is the highest earning independen head

According to TimesOnlinghe earningsof morditan a dozen pr-i vate scho
headso have risen above A150,000 a year. Eto
£180,000. The figured for 20078 d are disclosed in annual reports and papers

submitted to the Charity Commission. They indicate tthraieading head teachers won

pay rises averaging 14% that vyear. AThi s wi
think of head teachers as badly paid and wor
Fieldman, regional editor of th@ood Schools Gde. These days theyodre
money as a prime consideration, even though many of the top heads really love their jobs.
Having said that, a good head teacher i s wor
independent schools have faced feegases averaging 5.9% this year, more than twice

the rate of inflation. The highest earning independent head is Tony Little of Eton, who

received between £180,000 and £189,999 in BQittle, 55, who was a pupil at Eton,

livesin a grand officialreseince in the school 6s cloisters.
Sir Eric Anderson was pai doA&ifenttHaidnaraof t he sc
governorsd in 20078 . The head of Cheltenham | adi esbéb

behind Little. She wagaid £170,001£180,000 in 200-B. She is the begtaid woman in

the table and won a substant EHMD000.iTsck fr om t h
said it was fAia shocko to be so high up the t
but was in reponse to a sensational inspection report and the fact that the school is

fl ourishing, o0 she said.


http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/education/article6968530.ece
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PuBLIC WARNED AGAINST POLITICIAN -RUN NONPROFITS
According to the Nonprofit Quarterlye should all ware of nonprofits or
foundations established by, controlled by, and significantly benefiting politicians.

Someti mes the i ssues arcoavicpoaonfn yB alnttiemo rl & dkse
mayor, Sheila Dixon, for having taken $525 in gift cards donated for the poor.

But weodve | ongmwar Dedr abbuMayor Kwame Kil
related charities that benefited the recently jailedeaxer of the Motor City.

The Detroit FreePess now reports that Kilpatrickod

lose its taxexempt status for having paid $4800in moving expenses, rent, and
hotel bills for the then maypand he could face civil and criminal charges for
failing to report those payments as incontfehe payments to Kilpatrick are+e
characterized as loans rather than grants to him, they woillijgdotentially

jeopardize the Civic Fundbés charitable st
pur pose. Kilpatrickdés defense was that he
Civic Funddéds board, a signer of checks fr
ArulTehsatdtds a standard defense for politic
Santorumbébs explanation that he had no inv

fundd that he only showed up for the phaips of handing out the checkislo, it

d o e s n 0 tn the\wwakehof some odd and sometimes dubious charitable
endeavors by the likes of Tom Delay, Rick Santorum, Alan Mollohan, Vincent
Fumo, and Duke Cunningham, just to name a few, the public ought to be very
wary when they encounter charities establishedcantrolled by professional
politicians.

CHARITIES RISE, COSTING U.S.BILLIONS IN TAX BREAKS

According to the New York Timethe number of organizations that can offer

their donors a tax break in the name of charity has grown more than 60 percent in
the United States, to 1.1 million, in just a decaB&perts say nonprofits are
skillfullyexploit i ng t he tax codeb6s broad and el as:i
such a charity, making it difficult for thHaeternal Revenue Serviceshich must

bless them, to say no. The agency approved 99 percent of the applications for
public charity status last year, accordin@toew studyy students astanford
Universityd or morethan one every 10 to 15 minuteéBake theWWoohoo

Sistahsa social club that won approval last year. Its 50 or so members meet
regularly over drinks and dinner in the Hampton Roads@r¥aginia and raise

money for cancer research and other causes through walkathons and sales held in
retai | er s dVha the Sstams glo id nottssdifferent from what the
Shrinershave done for decades to raise money for their hospitagcept that

the Sistahs can offer their donors a tax break that the Shriners cannot because
decades ago theggistered as a different type of charity with the I.R.S. (Direct
donation to Shriners hospitals are deductiblehg $300 billion donated to

charities last year cost the federal government more than $50 billion in lost tax
revenue.
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UZBEKISTAN --FEAR AND L OATHING ABOUND AS POLL LOOMS

According to the BBCUzbekistan, which is holding a parliamentary election, has a
highly authoritarian political system and a poantan rights record. The BBC is banned
from reporting inside the Central Asian nation, but our regional correspondent, Rayhan
Demytrie, has been in contact

with journalists on
the ground to 44| find out what
life is like.
Uzbekistan is ] o Lol holding
parliamentary EE—— o R elections, but
some people B & do not even
= \\ . "
seem to have g noticed. "Why
are we re A electing our
president The government wants to show what it again?" 35
yearold Olim sees as its democratic credentials asked a

reporter in one of the Tashkent city markafghen it is explained to him that the vote is

for parliamentary candidates rather than-aleetion of President Islam Karimov, his
attitudeis equally dismissive'In Samarkand, where | come from, there is one deputy

who does what he wants," Olim saitHe doesn't stop at red lights, and he doesn't pay

for his restaurant bills. He says he's been appointed by the president himself. Why do we
need these deputiesNevertheless the streets of the Uzbek capital Tashkent are lined
with banners, posters and flags to remind people that 27 December is election day, when
up to 16 million eligible voters are being asked to choose members of the iy M

the lower house of parliamen®resident Karimov seems keen to use these elections to
showcase what he sees as his country's democratic credéetiralsdom of speech and
freedom of choice indeed exist in our lives. This process means thati-ganty system

is gaining strength," he said in a national address in early Deceifibe@uthorities

have proudly highlighted an increase in the number of parliamentary seats available, but
15 of these seats have already been reserved for one padyn reality, politics in
Uzbekistan has been tightly controlled by the government since independence from the
USSR. There is no single opposition movement and no independent media, and none of
the registered political parties in this election opposeidRresKarimov's government.

RESOURCES

PHILIPPINES 8 LEGAL MATRIX PUBLISHED ON ICCSL WEBSITE

The Legal Matrix for the NGO sector in the Republic of the Philippines has been
published in theCCSL Documentation Centerlt was prepared in conjunction with the
Study Tour ICCSL conducted to the Philippines for the Aga Khan Foundation in
November, 2009. The Study Tour involved taking delegations from Pakistan and
Afghanistan to Marta to visit legal offices and governmedGO partnership sites; more
information on the Study Tour is available on tebsite.
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CITIZENSHIP LAW IN AFRICA

CITIZENSHIP LAW IN

This report describes the often arbitrary, discriminatory, and contradictory citizenship

laws that exist from state to statedaecommends ways that African countries can bring
their citizenship laws in line with international legal norms. The report covers topics such
as citizenship by descent, citizenship by naturalization, gender discrimination in
citizenship law, dual citizeship, and the right to identity documents and passports. It
describes how stateless Africans are systematically exposed to human rights abuses: they
can neither vote nor stand for public office; they cannot enroll their children in school,
travel freely,or own property; they cannot work for the government. Few African

countries provide for an explicit right to a nationality. Laws and practices governing
citizenship leave hundreds of thousands of people in Africa without a country to which
they belong. Stalessness and discriminatory citizenship practices underlie and

exacerbate tensions in many regions of the continent, according to this report by the Open
Society Institute.Year of Publication2009
http://www.soros.org/initiatives/justice/focus/equality _citizenship/articles_publications/p
ublications/citizenship_20091009/a_eé&nship

REPORT OF THE COURT ON THE STRATEGY IN RELATION TO VICTIMS
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The Rome Statute establishes a framework for recognition of victims as actors within the
internationajustice scheme greater than any previous international criminal tribunal.
Since the Courtodos establishment, this framew
aspirations an operational reality. The relevant units of the Office of the Prosecutor
(OTP) and othe Registry, the Secretariat of the Trust Fund for Victims (TFV) and the
Offices of Public Counsel for Victims (OPCV) and for the Defense (OPCD), with a
representative of the Presidency as observer, have now come together to set out a
common broad visiothat will provide a common framework and serve as a guide for the
development of specific objectives and work plans. The ICC Strategy in Relation to
Victims (the Strategy) is the result of that process, but is also intended to provide a basis
for further cevelopment in the futuret is available at
http://lwww.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/SNAKXX7Z6/$file/ICC-ASP-8-45-
ENG.pdf?opaelement
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http://www.soros.org/initiatives/justice/focus/equality_citizenship/articles_publications/publications/citizenship_20091009/a_citizenship_20091009.pdf
http://www.soros.org/initiatives/justice/focus/equality_citizenship/articles_publications/publications/citizenship_20091009/a_citizenship_20091009.pdf
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/SNAA-7XX7Z6/$file/ICC-ASP-8-45-ENG.pdf?openelement
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/SNAA-7XX7Z6/$file/ICC-ASP-8-45-ENG.pdf?openelement
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/SNAA-7XX7Z6/$file/ICC-ASP-8-45-ENG.pdf?openelement

ToWALK THE EARTH IN SAFETY 2009

This is the annual report on United States' commitment to humanitarian mine action and
conventional weapons destruction. Since 1993, the tSitates government has

provided a total of more than $1.4 billion to clear landmines and unexploded ordnance. In
2008, the Department of State provided $123.1 million in assistance to 35 countries and
continues to work bilaterally and multilaterally tooperate and enact stricter controls.

Also during 2008, the Special Envoy for MANPADS Threat Reduction engaged foreign
governments to reduce the threat from excess, losgselyred, or otherwise-esk man
portable aidefense systems (MANPADS), raising tprofile of this important issue
worldwide.

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/MUMA
7YR8NQ/$file/lUSDS_Jul09.pdf?openelement
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