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ANTI-TERRORISM  

 
EGYPTðSEDITION CHARGES POSSIBLE FOR REPORTING ON SECTARIAN VIOLENCE 

The New York Times reported that state security agents wearing black uniforms and 

armed with automatic weapons stood guard at the entrance to Luxor.  Armored personnel 

carriers and rows of boxy troop carriers parked along the main road.  Local police 

officers and the secret police patrolled nearly every block, on foot and in vans to prevent 

reporters from being able to cover the story of sectarian conflict between Muslims and 

Christians.  A few weeks ago, on the day that Coptic Christians celebrate Christmas Eve, 

a Muslim gunman opened fire on worshipers as they walked out of church, killing 7, 

wounding 10 and leading to the worst sectarian violence between Muslims and Christians 

in Egypt in years.  In the days that followed, there were riots and clashes.  Stores were 

wrecked.  Homes were burned.  The one thing the government would not do was admit 

the obvious: Egypt had experienced one of the most serious outbreaks of sectarian 

violence in years. Instead, it said talk of sectarian conflict amounted to sedition.  But the 

evidence, provided in newspapers, was irrefutable: 14 Muslims arrested, 28 Christians 

arrested, Christian shops burned, Muslim houses burned.  

 
 

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION AND FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 
 

U.S.ðFOUNDATION CENTER LAUNCHES NEW TRANSPARENCY WEBSITE 

The New York City-based Foundation Center has announced the launch of 

Glasspockets.org, a Web site designed to promote and facilitate greater openness and 

transparency among private foundations.  Developed in partnership with the Center for 

Effective Philanthropy, the Communications Network, the Global Philanthropy Forum, 

Grantmakers for Effective Organizations, and the One World Trust in London, 

Glasspockets is designed to encourage foundations to share stories of their successes and 

failures -- in part by high-lighting the exemplary efforts of their peers.  The site offers 

essential facts about all 97,000 U.S. foundations, illustrations of philanthropyôs impact on 

important issues, and information about the ways in which foundations are striving to 

become more transparent.  The site also features a real-time foundation Twitter feed; a 

Transparency 2.0 section that showcases the growing number of foundations using social 

media; and a Who Has Glass Pockets? section that offers at-a-glance profiles of 

foundationsô online communication practices according to information they make public 

regarding their governance, finances, grantmaking processes, and performance metrics.  

The term ñglass pocketsò was used more than fifty years ago by then-chairman of the 

Carnegie Corporation of New York, Russell Leffingwell, who told a McCarthy-era 

Congressional hearing: ñWe think that the foundation should have glass pockets.ò 

 

INDIA--PRIVACY CONCERNS SHAPE BIGGEST ID PROJECT EVER 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/01/world/middleeast/01egypt.html?ref=world
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/egypt/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
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http://www.futuregov.net/articles/2010/feb/09/privacy-concerns-shape-biggest-id-project-history/


 
The government of India hopes to have given half of the countryôs residents an 

identification number within four years of the launch of the most ambitious project of its 

kind ever attempted.  The Unique Identification Authority of Indiaôs (UIDAI) Director 

General Ram Sharma told FutureGov that the UID project, which is expected to roll out 

around October this year, will see 600 million residents registered with a unique identity 

number by 2014, if all goes according to plan.. 

http://www.futuregov.net/articles/2010/feb/09/privacy-concerns-shape-biggest-id-project-

history/  

 

SOUTH KOREA--SEOUL 2.0 

 
Dr Jung-Hee Song, Assistant Mayor for IT & Chief Information Officer, Seoul 

Metropolitan Government, explains how the push for transparency and citizen 

involvement in policymaking through the social web has transformed governance in the 

ñSoul of Asiaò.. 

http://www.futuregov.net/tv/localgov/seoul-20/  

 

U.S.ðNational FOI Day 

The 12th annual National FOI Day Conference will be held on Monday, March 15, 2010.  

The conference will begin at 8:30 a.m. and end at 12:30 p.m.  It will be held at the Knight 

Conference Center at the Newseum, 555 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W., 7th Floor, 

Washington, DC. (Freedom Forum & 6th Street Entrance).  The annual FOI Day 

Conference, hosted by the First Amendment Center, brings together access advocates, 

government officials, judges, lawyers, librarians, journalists, educators and others to 

discuss timely issues related to transparency in government and freedom of information 

laws and practices. Conference co-sponsor American Library Association will announce 

this yearôs recipient of the James Madison Award.  The award is presented annually by 

the ALA to individuals or groups that have championed, protected, and promoted public 

access to government information and the publicôs right to know.  There is no charge to 

attend the program, but because seating is limited, participants must register individually 

in advance.  To register for the 2010 National FOI Conference, you must send an e-mail 

to ahampton@freedomforum.org.   

 

 

FISCAL MATTERS 
 

CANADAðLARGE CLASS ACTION FOR DEFRAUDED DONORS CERTIFIED IN ONTARIO 

http://www.futuregov.net/articles/2010/feb/09/privacy-concerns-shape-biggest-id-project-history/
http://www.futuregov.net/articles/2010/feb/09/privacy-concerns-shape-biggest-id-project-history/
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The Carters Professional Corporation, a Canadian law firm, reports that on January 19, 

2010, Justice Lax of the Ontario Superior Court of Justice certified a class proceeding 

brought on behalf of 2,825 individuals who participated in the Banyan Tree Foundation 

Gift Program against the promoters of the program and a law firm that provided legal 

opinions in support of the program.  This decision is significant because it is the first 

certification of a class action relating to leveraged donation gifting arrangements in 

Canada.  

 

CHINAðSCAM WITH REGARD TO CHARITABLE DONATIONS REPORTED 

China.org.cn reported that more than 2,000 teachers in Taizhou, east Chinaôs Jiangsu 

province, were allegedly forced to ñdonateò about 4,000 yuan (US$586) each to a 

charity fund launched by the local government in a move the authorities claimed would 

help the poor.  The teachers were forced to sign an agreement late last month which 

authorized the local educational bureau to take 4,000 yuan from their pay for a charity 

fund defined as "helping the poor".  However, the authorities did not specify where the 

money would go, Yangtze Evening Post reported.  The 4,000-yuan donation came from 

an eight-month salary differential that teachers in Hailing district are expected to receive 

after a pay rise launched last September.  The local educational bureau had decided 

teachers in the district would receive the difference between their new and old salaries 

from January to August last year. 

 

EUðECNL PUBLISHES COMMENTS ON PROPOSED FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 

The European Center for Not-For-Profit Law (ECNL) has published a 39 page response 

to proposed new EU financial regulations that would apply to nonprofit organizations 

(NPOs).  ECNL raises concerns about certain key issues: (i) a cap on indirect expenses; 

(ii) treatment of in-kind contributions; (iii) treatment of exchange rate changes; and (iv) 

information about upcoming and awarded grants and paperwork for applicants.   

 

INDIAðCHANGES IN FISCAL ENVIRONMENT IN PROPOSED BUDGET 

According to an email received from Noshir Dadrawala (noshir101@gmail.com), ñThe 

amendments proposed in the new Budget under the Income Tax Act concerning 

charitable organizations are soft and at places even encouraging.ò  Here are the 

Highlights:  

¶ Implementation of the Direct Tax Code (DTC) has been postponed by a year and 

may be introduced only from April 1, 2011; 

¶ A Goods & Services Tax (GST) may also be introduced from April 2011; 

¶ The Finance Act 2008 had changed the definition of ñcharitable purposeò such 

that ñAdvancement of any other object of general public utilityò would not be 

considered as ñcharitable purposeò if it involves carrying on of any activity in the 

nature of trade, commerce or business or any activity of rendering any service in 

relation to any trade, commerce or business for any fees or other consideration.  

The Finance Bill 2010 has attempted to provide some relief with retrospective 

effect from the 1st day of April, 2009 by exempting the aggregate value of the 

receipts from such activities up to ten lakh rupees; 

¶ A small amendment has been proposed in sub-section (3) of section 12AA of the 

Income Tax Act such that the Commissioner, if satisfied that the activities of a 

http://www.carters.ca/pub/bulletin/charity/2010/chylb190.htm
http://www.banyantree.ca/
http://www.china.org.cn/china/2010-02/10/content_19400806.htm
http://www.ecnl.org/?PHPSESSID=818e69301c8ee8f1477df33c5e423a9c
http://www.ecnl.org/dindocuments/312_ECNL%20Response%20to%20Public%20Consultation%20FR%20Review_web.pdf?PHPSESSID=818e69301c8ee8f1477df33c5e423a9c
mailto:noshir101@gmail.com
http://indiabudget.nic.in/favicon.ico


trust or institution ñwhich has obtained registration at any time under section 12A 

[as it stood before its amendment by the Finance (No. 2) Act, 1996]ò are not 

genuine or are not being carried out in accordance with the objects of the trust or 

institution, as the case may be, he shall pass an order in writing canceling the 

registration of such trust or institution. 

¶ In section 35(1) it is proposed that the words ñscientific research associationò be 
changed to just ñresearch associationò and that the tax deduction allowed under 

this section be enhanced from ñone and one-fourthò to ñone and three-fourthò 

¶ The service tax continues to be retained at 10 per cent to pave the way for GST.  

However, certain services, hitherto untaxed, are expected to be brought within the 

purview of the service tax levy. These new services will be notified separately. 

 

U.S.ðSTATES AND LOCALITIES REVOKING CHARITY TAX EXEMPTIONS TO GAIN 

REVENUES 

A report in the New York Times says that faced with steep declines in tax revenue, an 

increasing number of states and localities are considering eliminating various tax 

exemptions for nonprofit groups.  A bill before the Hawaii Legislature, for instance, 

would require charities to pay a 1 percent tax, and Kansas is considering making them 

subject to sales taxes.  Revoking the nonprofit organizationsô exemptions from property 

taxes is also under scrutiny in several counties in Kansas, as well as in Pennsylvania.  

And last fall, Minneapolis made charities subject to the fees it charges businesses and 

residents for streetlights in hope of gaining an additional $155,000, an exercise Jon Pratt, 

executive director of the Minnesota Council of Nonprofits, describes as ñlooking under 

the sofa cushions.ò  In most cases, churches would be exempt from the tax measures, but 

all other nonprofit groups, including private schools and colleges, would be affected.  

City and state officials say they have no choice.  

 

 

FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION AND PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY 
 

IRANðARRESTS OF DISSIDENTS INCREASE 

According to a report in the New York Times, in recent weeks, security officials have 

unleashed an epidemic of arrests across Iran in an effort to neutralize the political 

opposition, silence critical voices and head off widespread protests when the nation 

observes the anniversary of the revolution on February 11, 2010, Iran analysts inside and 

outside the country said.  Though the government has refrained from arresting the 

principal leaders of the opposition, the category of people it has pursued has grown 

broader over time.  While a number of well-known reformists were detained shortly after 

the contested presidential election last June, the ranks of those imprisoned now include 

artists, photographers, childrenôs rights advocates, womenôs rights activists, students and 

scores of journalists.  Iran now has more journalists in prison than any other country in 

the world, with at least 65 in custody, according to Reporters Without Borders.  The 

International Campaign for Human Rights in Iran estimates that over 1,000 people are in 

custody.  

 

RUSSIAðLARGE RALLIES HELD IN KALININGRAD TO PROTEST ECONOMIC WOES 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/28/us/28charity.html?partner=rss&emc=rss
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/10/world/middleeast/10arrests.html?ref=world
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/iran/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://www.rsf.org/spip.php?page=article&id_article=36342
http://www.iranhumanrights.org/favicon.ico
http://www.iranhumanrights.org/favicon.ico


According to a report in the New York Times, Russian officials shuttled in early 

February between Moscow and Kaliningrad, where antigovernment protests drew 

thousands of people in one of Russiaôs most strategically important cities, seemingly 

catching the authorities off guard.  Thousands of people poured into Kaliningradôs central 

square late in January, protesting tax increases on automobile imports, cuts in social 

welfare programs and high utility costs, organizers said.  Numbers varied, with the police 

saying that no more than 6,000 attended, while organizers said there were over 10,000.  

The protest, led by a loose coalition of opposition groups, was uncharacteristically large 

for Russia, where riot police officers are regularly sent to break up even small rallies.  

ñThe population has lost faith in the governor that Putin appointed,ò said Solomon I. 

Ginzberg, an independent member of Kaliningradôs regional Parliament and one of the 

protest organizers. ñUnited Russia behaves horrendously in Kaliningrad,ò he said, 

pointing to tax increases and a failure to lobby for the regionôs interests.  The protest 

follows a smaller opposition rally in Kaliningrad in December and appears to set the 

stage for more challenges to Mr. Boos ahead of regional elections in March.  It is unclear, 

however, if similar actions could arise in other regions, especially given Kaliningradôs 

isolation 200 miles west of mainland Russia.  ñThey are more Europeanized than the rest 

of Russia, thus the reaction of Kaliningrad is extraordinary, uncommon and cannot be 

applied to the rest of the country,ò said Igor M. Bunin, director of the Center for Political 

Technologies in Moscow.  

 
U.S.ðSUPREME COURT HEARS ARGUMENTS IN IMPORTANT FREEDOM OF 

ASSOCIATION AND EXPRESSION CASE 

The Humanitarian Law Project and its president, Ralph Fertig, a retired United States 

administrative law judge, want to provide training in peaceful dispute resolution to the 

Kurdistan Workersô Party, which has waged a separatist guerrilla campaign against the 

Turkish government, and to advise the group on how to petition the United Nations and 

other international organizations for relief.  They were prevented from doing so under 

sections 302 and 303 of the Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act (ñAEDPAò) 

and its 2004 amendment, the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act 

(ñIRTPAò).  The United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, in Holder v. 

Humanitarian Law Project, rejected the broadest challenges to the law but ruled that some 

of its provisions ð making it illegal to provide ñtraining,ò ñexpert advice or assistanceò 

or ñserviceò ð are unconstitutionally vague.  That ruling improved the law, but there is 

room for improvement.  Lawyers for the plaintiffs argue that it is still so broad that it 

could encompass anything from publishing an opinion piece written by a spokesman for a 

terrorist group to filing a friend-of-the-court brief in support of L.T.T.E. in this lawsuit. 

 

 

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION  

 
CHINAðEDITOR APPEALS JAIL SENTENCE 

A literary editor sentenced by a Chinese court to five years in prison gave a defiant 

handwritten appeal, according to the New York Times.  The editor, Tan Zuoren, was 

sentenced by the court on Tuesday for subversion.  The court said Mr. Tan faced the 

charges because of recent writings and a rally criticizing the governmentôs deadly 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/03/world/europe/03russia.html?ref=europe
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/russiaandtheformersovietunion/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://www.ca9.uscourts.gov/datastore/opinions/2007/12/10/0556753.pdf
http://www.ca9.uscourts.gov/datastore/opinions/2007/12/10/0556753.pdf
http://puzhiqianglawyer.blog.sohu.com/144223374.html
http://puzhiqianglawyer.blog.sohu.com/144223374.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/11/world/asia/11chinabrief.html?ref=world


suppression of the Tiananmen Square protests in 1989 were the reasons, but his 

supporters said the central government wanted to stop his investigation of fatal school 

collapses during the 2008 Sichuan earthquake.  At least 5,300 children died in the 

earthquake, according to the government.  Mr. Tan wrote his appeal in 12 Chinese words, 

simply saying: ñI am innocent, I protest, I defy, I appeal.  

 
UK ï CENTRE FOR POLICY STUDIES SUGGESTS TWO KEY CHANGES AIMED TO 

INCREASE CHARITABLE GIVING 

The Centre for Policy Studies published a paper by Paul Palmer advocating two key 

changes that Palmer argues could increase annual giving in the UK by up to £74bn or 

more.  The paper, A Step Change in UK Philanthropy, argues for the creation of 

remainder trusts and personal charitable trusts.  The remainder trusts would be similar to 

charitable trusts but could be controlled and accessed directly by donors.  The personal 

charitable trusts are a new type of charitable trust based on US and Canadian models that 

permit donor anonymity.  The goal of both suggestions is to increase charitable giving 

among the middle class.  

 
U.S.ð 

 

¶ SUPREME COURT HEARS ARGUMENTS IN IMPORTANT FREEDOM OF 

ASSOCIATION AND EXPRESSION CASE 

The Humanitarian Law Project and its president, Ralph Fertig, a retired United 

States administrative law judge, want to provide training in peaceful dispute 

resolution to the Kurdistan Workersô Party, which has waged a separatist guerrilla 

campaign against the Turkish government, and to advise the group on how to 

petition the United Nations and other international organizations for relief.  They 

were prevented from doing so under sections 302 and 303 of the Antiterrorism 

and Effective Death Penalty Act (ñAEDPAò) and its 2004 amendment, the 

Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act (ñIRTPAò).  The United States 

Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, in Holder v. Humanitarian Law Project, 

rejected the broadest challenges to the law but ruled that some of its provisions ð 

making it illegal to provide ñtraining,ò ñexpert advice or assistanceò or ñserviceò 

ð are unconstitutionally vague.  That ruling improved the law, but there is room 

for improvement.  Lawyers for the plaintiffs argue that it is still so broad that it 

could encompass anything from publishing an opinion piece written by a 

spokesman for a terrorist group to filing a friend-of-the-court brief in support of 

L.T.T.E. in this lawsuit. 

 

¶ CASE PROTECTING FIRST AMENDMENT RIGHTS ALLOWED TO PROCEED 

The New York Times reports that a South Florida teenager who sued her former 

principal after she was suspended for creating a Facebook page criticizing a 

teacher can proceed with her lawsuit, a federal judge has ruled.  The student, 

Katherine Evans, is seeking to have her suspension expunged from her 

disciplinary record. School officials suspended her for three days, saying she had 

been ñcyberbullyingò the teacher, Sarah Phelps.  Ms. Evans is also seeking a 

ñnominal feeò for what she argues was a violation of her First Amendment rights, 

http://policystudies.cps.org.uk/
http://www.ca9.uscourts.gov/datastore/opinions/2007/12/10/0556753.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/16/education/16student.html?scp=1&sq=student%20facebook%20Sue&st=cse
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/business/companies/facebook_inc/index.html?inline=nyt-org


her lawyers said, and payment of her legal fees.  The former principal, Peter 

Bayer, who worked at the Pembroke Pines Charter High School, had asked that 

the case be dismissed.  But Magistrate Judge Barry L. Garber denied Mr. Bayerôs 

petition and rejected his claims of qualified immunity.  Lawyers for Ms. Evans, 

19, now a sophomore at the University of Florida, said that they were pleased by 

the ruling and that they hoped to bring the case to trial in the spring. 

 
U.S.ðSUPPORT URGED FOR ORGANIZATIONS FIGHTING INTERNET CENSORSHIP 

Five United States senators are publicly urging Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 

Clinton to move faster to support organizations that are helping people in countries like 

Iran and China circumvent restrictions on Internet use, according to a report published in 

the new York Times.   In a letter written by Senator Sam Brownback, Republican of 

Kansas, the senators ask Mrs. Clinton to quickly spend $45 million that has been 

earmarked over the last two years to support Internet freedom but has not been spent.  

The senators also complain that restrictions on who may apply for the money, recently 

outlined by the State Department, appear to exclude the organizations that are creating 

the most popular tools for getting around censorship.  The letter was drafted before 

Google accused China of attacking its computers and said it was no longer willing to 

censor its search results there.  But it has picked up more supporters since then.  Efforts 

to give financial support to groups creating such software recall anticommunist programs 

during the cold war, when the United States government backed broadcasters like Radio 

Free Europe.  

 
UZBEKISTANðPROMINENT PHOTOGRAPHER AND FILM-MAKER CONVICTED OF  

ñSLANDERò AND ñINSULTò FOR PUBLICATION OF PICTURES SHOWING TRUE STATE OF 

LIFE IN UZBEKISTEN 

Ferghana.ru reported that the criminal cases under article 139 ("slander") and 140 

("insult") were filed against prominent Tashkent-based photographer and documentary 

filmmaker Umida Akhmedova.  The maximum punishment is 2-3 years of community 

service or 6 month arrest.  Ms Akhedova was later convicted, according to the New York 

Times, but her sentence was commuted in honor of the 18th anniversary of Uzbek 

independence.  According to Ms Akhmedova, the Mirabad district regional department of 

internal affairs (RDIA) captain Nodir Akhmadzhanov informed her that criminal cases on 

slander and insult of the Uzbek people were filed against her; the case was initiated by 

Uzbek Agency for press and information against the authors, cooperating with Swiss 

Embassy Gender Program in the production of books and movies.  Ms Akhmedova was 

convicted for the production of the ñWomen and men: from dawn till duskò photo album, 

produced in 2007 under support of Swiss Embassy Gender Program.  The album consists 

of 110 pictures, reflecting the lifestyle in Uzbekistan, showing people with sour 

expressions or bowed heads, children in ragged clothing, old people begging for change 

or other images so dreary that, according to a panel of experts convened by the 

prosecutors, ña foreigner unfamiliar with Uzbekistan will conclude that this is a country 

where people live in the Middle Ages.ò 

 
VENEZUELAðRADIO CARACAS TELEVISION SILENCED 
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A report published in The Collegian notes that Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez has 

once again threatened the countryôs freed om of expression by dropping six private TV 

stations, including the opposition channel, Radio Caracas Television International 

(RCTVI), from cable subscription services.  The measure took place at midnight January. 

24, 2010 and came as the selected media allegedly violated current Venezuelan broadcast 

laws.  These laws established that all private TV stations with domestic productions must 

transmit all presidential speeches, play the national anthem and abide by other such rules.  

RCTVI did not follow any of these regulations.  In order to be exempt from Chavezôs 

broadcasting laws, TV stations must have at least 70 percent of their content produced 

internationally.  Chavezôs administration had already pushed the station from the public 

airwaves in 2007 for its alleged involvement in anti-Chavez activities, including 

participation in the 2002 attempted coup.  However, according to www.CNN.com on Jan. 

24, RCTVI said the move to drop it was illegal and questioned the National Commission 

of Telecommunicationsô (CONATEL) authority to regulate subscription-based TV.  ñIf 

the government believes that RCTV International has committed an infraction, what 

follows is to open an administrative complaint against the channel, giving RCTV 

International the opportunity to defend itself, as the constitution mandates and 

guarantees,ò RCTVI said. 

 

 

FREEDOM OF RELIGION AND BELIEF 
 

AZERBAIJANðBANS KORAN, ISLAMIC SYMBOLS IN GOVERNMENT OFFICES 

According to Eurasianet.org, following violent clashes between police and Islamic 

activists in Baku in mid-February, the government has ordered all state employees to 

remove Islamic symbols from their offices, a source in Azerbaijanôs Ministry of Internal 

Affairs tells EurasiaNet.  Religious items such as the Koran and ayahs -- the 6,236 Koran 

verses regarded by Muslims as divine revelations -- increasingly have shared space in 

government offices with the Azerbaijani flag and portraits of President Ilham Aliyev and 

his father, the late president Heydar Aliyev.  A source in the Ministry of Internal Affairs 

who did not want to be named stated that officials have been ordered to remove such 

religious items from government offices, explaining that "Azerbaijan is a secular state 

and religion [ought to be kept] separate from the state." The government has not yet 

commented officially on the issue.  The reported decision follows unexpected clashes on 

February 13 between about 100 Islamic activists and police in Baku that resulted in 

several injuries. Four activists who were detained have been charged with hooliganism 

and resisting police.  Rally organizers, members of the banned Islamic Party of 

Azerbaijan, a group widely perceived as pro-Iranian, claimed that the demonstration was 

staged to commemorate the anniversary of the death of the Prophet Mohammad. The city 

did not issue a permit for the demonstration.  

 

FRANCEðCITIZENSHIP DENIED BECAUSE OF VEIL REQUIREMENT 

The French government refused on February 2. 2010 to grant citizenship to a foreign 

national on the grounds that he compelled his French wife to wear the full Islamic veil, 

the BBC reported on February 3, 2010.  Immigration Minister Eric Besson said 

citizenship was refused because ñIt became apparent during the regulation investigation 

http://www.utulsa.edu/collegian/article.asp?article=4400
../../../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Low/Content.IE5/LENT25EX/0,1759,1897042,00.asp_files
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/8494860.stm


and the prior interview that this person was compelling his wife to wear the all-covering 

veil, depriving her of the freedom to come and go with her face uncovered, and rejected 

the principles of secularism and equality between men and women,ò and he stressed that 

French law requires anyone seeking naturalization to demonstrate their desire for 

integration. 

 

HAITIðEARTHQUAKE RELIEF MARRED BY SQUABBLING AMONG RELIGIOUS GROUPS. 

According to the New York Times, their holy books vary widely and so does their 

disaster apparel.  But, moved by awful images of the Jan. 12, 2010 earthquake, a broad 

band of religious groups has swept into Haiti in recent weeks.  Rather than fostering a 

universal spirit of interfaith cooperation, however, the hasty assemblage of religious 

organizations has sometimes created tensions among them.  Veteran missionaries faulted 

the new arrivals for frequently acting on their own instead of collaborating with more 

established missionary groups that plan on staying in Haiti for the long haul.  It is a 

problem, some experts say, that can arise from the differing reasons that missions have 

for being here.  ñThe new or short-term groups see themselves as being there to save 

souls first and lives second,ò said Jonathan J. Bonk, director of the Overseas Ministries 

Study Center in New Haven.  ñThe older, less conservative missions often see it the other 

way around.ò 

 

RUSSIAðCONTINUING VIOLATIONS OF FREEDOM OF RELIGION INVOLVING 

JEHOVAHôS WITNESSES AND MUSLIMS 

Just weeks after Russiaôs Supreme Court outlawed their literature as extremist, Jehovah's 

Witnesses are encountering at least ten times the level of state harassment across the 

country as before the ban, their press secretary has estimated to Forum 18 News Service.  

Since 8 December 2009, they have catalogued over 30 incidents, including searches, 

threats and brief detentions.  So alarmed are the Jehovahôs Witnesses by the growing 

similarity of their predicament with their repression during the Soviet period that their 

entire 160,000-strong Russian membership has begun distributing 12 million copies of 

ñIs History Repeating Itself?ò a leaflet refuting the religious extremism allegations 

against them.  In December, Russiaôs Human Rights Ombudsman informed President 

Dmitry Medvedev of an upsurge in citizens' complaints about religious freedom 

violations, but his only response was to check if they came from ñnon-traditionalò 

confessions.  Mikhail Odintsov of the Ombudsmanôs Office declined to answer Forum 

18ôs questions.  Readers of the late Turkish Muslim theologian Said Nursi - whose works 

are also banned - similarly note increased state scrutiny, with raids by the police and FSB 

security service on dozens of homes in the North Caucasus republic of Dagestan and 

Siberian city of Krasnoyarsk in the past two months. 

 

 

LEGAL FRAMEWORK 

 

ZIMBABWE ï NGO AGREEMENTS REQUIRED BY GOVERNMENT 

According to NGO News Africa, the Zimbabwean government is calling for NGOs 

operating in Zimbabwe to regularize operations and follow Zimbabwe's laws.  

Specifically, the government wants more formal signed agreements between NGOs and 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/16/world/americas/16missionaries.html?scp=1&sq=Haiti%20Religious%20Groups&st=cse
http://www.nytimes.com/info/haiti-earthquake-2010/?inline=nyt-classifier
http://www.forum18.org/
http://www.ngonewsafrica.org/2010/02/zimbabwe-no-need-for-confrontation-ngos.html


the government.  The government stated that "[t]he signing of the agreements is an 

important step towards the attainment of a comprehensive and sustainable regulatory 

framework for NGOs operating in Zimbabwe.ò  This comment came during the signing 

of agreements between Zimbabwe and two NGOs, World Vision and Terre Des Hommes 

Italia.  Representatives from both NGOs responded positively to the move because it adds 

structure and credibility to the work already being performed 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS 
 

AFRICAð 

 

¶ Political Instability in Africa 

 
ñI argue in the paper that the view that Africa is a continent on drift is a notion, 

which fails to recognize the positive developments in Africa, but also the complex 

mix of factors at local, national, regional and international levels that impact upon 

governance in Africa. This view also fails to recognize the major problem which 

underpins all the problems in Africa, that is, the leadership problem both in Africa 

and in the West.ò 

http://www.diaspora-centre.org/DOCS/Political_Instabil.pdf  

 

¶ ECONOMIC DRIVERS OF CONFLICT AND COOPERATION IN THE HORN OF 

AFRICA 

 
This paper argues that conflict in the Horn frequently has economic impacts 

across national borders. This paper identifies four major zones of borderland 

insecurity in which informal trade as much as formal relationships can both 

sustain conflict and offer potential for post-conflict cooperation. Underlying the 

various sub-regional conflicts are a number of recurrent economic themes, 

including access to sea ports, livestock as a basis for livelihoods, energy-related 

issues, the wider impact of localized conflict, drought, land rights and 

remittances. The establishment of permanent peace can only be built upon a 

common set of values reflecting equity, tolerance and an acknowledgment of the 

potential of traditional institutions in entrenching community cohesion. Only on 

such a foundation will specific programs be assured of harnessing those economic 

drivers necessary for their success. 

http://www.diaspora-centre.org/DOCS/Political_Instabil.pdf
http://www.diaspora-centre.org/DOCS/Political_Instabil.pdf
http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/publications/papers/download/-/id/816/file/15571_bp1209horn.pdf
http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/publications/papers/download/-/id/816/file/15571_bp1209horn.pdf


http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/publications/papers/download/-

/id/816/file/15571_bp1209horn.pdf  

 

CHINAðDISAPPEARED HUMAN RIGHTS LAWYER NOT FOUND 

A year ago, Chinese security agents made a midnight visit to the home of Gao Zhisheng, 

one of Chinaôs most high-profile human rights lawyers, and led him away, according to a 

report in the New York Times.  They told his family he was wanted for a brief chat. 

 
Miranda Mimi Kuo for The New York Times 

Gao Zhisheng, one of Chinaôs leading human rights lawyers, has been missing for a year.  

 

In the months that followed, his whereabouts have become a mystery and a growing 

source of concern for relatives, colleagues and human rights advocates, who fear that he 

has been badly tortured or worse.  His case is highly unusual, even by the standards of 

Chinaôs opaque justice system.  Legal experts say the disappearance of Mr. Gao, whose 

case has been championed by American lawmakers, several European leaders and the 

United Nations, represents a disturbing milestone.  Even in the most politicized cases, the 

Chinese authorities generally claim to be complying with their own criminal procedure 

laws.  Mr. Gao has vanished with no official accounting or legal explanation.  John 

Kamm, a veteran American human rights campaigner, said that during three decades 

working in China he had rarely seen such a hard line toward dissidents ð and unbridled 

defiance against pressure from abroad. 

 

COLOMBIA--THE STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL AND DIGNITY: HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES 

AGAINST INDIGENOUS PEOPLES IN COLOMBIA 

 
This document argues that there is little agreement on the underlying causes of the long-

running conflict in Colombia. However, the fighting has provided a useful cover for those 

http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/publications/papers/download/-/id/816/file/15571_bp1209horn.pdf
http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/publications/papers/download/-/id/816/file/15571_bp1209horn.pdf
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/china/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/03/world/asia/03dissident.html?th&emc=th
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/03/world/asia/03dissident.html?th&emc=th
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/u/united_nations/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/AI_Colombia_StruggleForSurvivalAndDignity_HumanRightsAbusesAgainstIndigenousPeoplesInColombia.pdf
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/AI_Colombia_StruggleForSurvivalAndDignity_HumanRightsAbusesAgainstIndigenousPeoplesInColombia.pdf


seeking to expand and protect economic interests. More than 60 per cent of displaced 

people in Colombia have been forced from their homes and lands in areas of mineral, 

agricultural or other economic importance. The civilian population continues to bear the 

brunt of the violence, with Indigenous Peoples and Afro-descendant and campesino 

(peasant farmer) communities particularly hard hit. The impact of Colombiaôs long-

running internal armed conflict on Indigenous Peoples has been profound and destructive. 

They have been killed, harassed and driven from their lands by all the parties to the 

conflict. Despite their determined refusal to be drawn into the hostilities, the threats 

facing Indigenous Peoples are intensifying. 

http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/AI_Colombia_StruggleForSurvivalA

ndDignity_HumanRightsAbusesAgainstIndigenousPeoplesInColombia 

 

CONGO--HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS UNDER ATTACK IN THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 

OF CONGO 

 
Human rights defenders in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) play a crucial role 

in a country racked by instability and conflict. This campaign digest includes cases which 

illustrate the threats, assaults and arbitrary arrests suffered by human rights defenders. 

http://www.amnesty.org/library/asset/AFR62/001/2010/en/46d7ad48-b7cc-461f-a716-

43a1c9809d06/afr620012010en.pdf  

 

LIBERIAðTWENTIETH PROGRESS REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL ON THE 

UNITED NATIONS MISSION IN LIBERIA 

 
The Secretary-General has issued its twentieth progress report on the United Nations 

Mission in Liberia (UNMIL). The report covers major developments in Liberia since the 

progress report of 10th August 2009, until 1st February. 

http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/AI_Colombia_StruggleForSurvivalAndDignity_HumanRightsAbusesAgainstIndigenousPeoplesInColombia.pdf
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/AI_Colombia_StruggleForSurvivalAndDignity_HumanRightsAbusesAgainstIndigenousPeoplesInColombia.pdf
http://www.amnesty.org/library/asset/AFR62/001/2010/en/46d7ad48-b7cc-461f-a716-43a1c9809d06/afr620012010en.pdf
http://www.amnesty.org/library/asset/AFR62/001/2010/en/46d7ad48-b7cc-461f-a716-43a1c9809d06/afr620012010en.pdf
http://www.amnesty.org/library/asset/AFR62/001/2010/en/46d7ad48-b7cc-461f-a716-43a1c9809d06/afr620012010en.pdf
http://www.amnesty.org/library/asset/AFR62/001/2010/en/46d7ad48-b7cc-461f-a716-43a1c9809d06/afr620012010en.pdf
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2010/88&referer=http://unhq-appspub-01.un.org/lib/dhlrefweblog.nsf/archive?openview&Lang=E
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2010/88&referer=http://unhq-appspub-01.un.org/lib/dhlrefweblog.nsf/archive?openview&Lang=E


http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2010/88&referer=http://unhq-

appspub-01.un.org/lib/dhlrefweblog.nsf/archive?openview&Lang=E  
 

IRAN--THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC AT 31 

 
This 19-page report documents widespread human rights abuses, including extra-judicial 

killings; rapes and torture; violations of the rights to freedom of assembly and expression; 

and thousands of arbitrary arrests and detentions during the nine months since the 

election on June 12, 2009. Fresh details of abuse are coming to light even as the 

government organizes celebrations to mark the 31st anniversary of the revolution that 

paved the way for the establishment of the Islamic Republic 

http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/iran0210web.pdf  

 

HAITIðSWISS COURT SWISS ORDER SAYS THAT CHARITIES CANNOT RECEIVE 

HAITIAN DICTATORôS MONEY  

According to Philanthropy Today and the Washington Post, the Swiss high court has 

published an opinion requiring that $4.6 million previously committed to charities by the 

Swiss government, be returned to the family of former Haitian dictator Jean-Claude 

"Baby Doc" Duvalier.  The former dictator is thought to have stolen millions in public 

funds before fleeing in exile in 1986.  The $4.6 million is a portion of the millions that 

Haiti alleges Duvalier stole during his time in power.  The Haitian government first 

requested the return of the money to Haiti in 1986; however, Swiss law only permits the 

return of funds when asked for by a national government that is pursuing its own criminal 

investigation (Haiti was not pursuing such an investigation against Duvalier at that time).  

The funds have been frozen since 1986 and the Swiss government had proposed giving 

them to aid groups working in Haiti.  The high courtôs decision overturned a recent lower 

court ruling permitting the release of the funds to aid organizations working in Haiti, in 

accordance with the Swiss governmentôs proposal.  The high court stated that while it 

was not happy about the decision, its hands were legally tied because the lower courtôs 

ruling was barred by the statute of limitations, which had expired on Duvalierôs crimes. 

 

INTERPOL REBUFFS CALLS FOR WEB POLICE 

http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2010/88&referer=http://unhq-appspub-01.un.org/lib/dhlrefweblog.nsf/archive?openview&Lang=E
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2010/88&referer=http://unhq-appspub-01.un.org/lib/dhlrefweblog.nsf/archive?openview&Lang=E
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/iran0210web.pdf
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/iran0210web.pdf
http://philanthropy.com/blogPost/Swiss-Court-Orders-Charities/21053/?sid=&utm_source=&utm_medium=en
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/02/03/AR2010020300623.html?sub=AR
http://www.futuregov.net/articles/2010/feb/09/interpol-rebuffs-calls-internet-police/


 
Calls for the creation of an internet police force to tackle unprecedented levels of cyber 

crime have been rebuffed by the director of IT at Interpol in an interview with 

FutureGov. Noboru Nakatani, Director for Information Systems and Technology for the 

global police network Interpol said that setting up a net police would be ñreinventing the 

wheelò and the problem can be checked more effectively by ñmaximising existing 

resources and expertise.ò 

http://www.futuregov.net/articles/2010/feb/09/interpol-rebuffs-calls-internet-police/ 

 

THE NETHERLANDSðIKEA OWNED BY LARGEST CHARITABLE FOUNDATION IN THE 

WORLD 

The Economist reports that the Stichting Ingka Foundation, a Dutch non-profit-making 

entity, owns Ingka Holding, which is the parent for all IKEA companies including those 

that operate 207 of the 235 worldwide IKEA stores.  While the exact value of Ingka 

Holding is not known, the article estimates it is approximately $36 billion - or almost $10 

billion more than the value of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation's assets.  The article 

also compares Stichting Ingka Foundation to the Gates Foundation in a less flattering 

way, noting the former's narrow focus on ñinnovation in the field of architectural and 

interior designò and lack of transparency regarding its charitable spending, which is done 

through another Dutch foundation, the Stichting IKEA Foundation.  The article found, 

however, that some funds do apparently flow in a less charitable direction, as the IKEA 

trademark and concept are owned by a separate, for-profit company that appears to 

benefit unidentified private parties through a variety of channels to the tune of more than 

$1 billion annually.  The likely beneficiaries are members of the Kamprad family (Ingvar 

Kamprad founded IKEA), who also control the Foundation.  The primary effects of this 

web of arrangements appear to be secrecy, a relatively small tax bill on the profits that 

find their way to the for-profit company and another, related for-profit company, and 

takeover protection, while maintaining family control of IKEA and most of its profits. 

 

PALESTINEð 

 

¶ THE RECONSTRUCTION OF GAZA: A GUIDANCE NOTE FOR PALESTINIAN & 

INTERNATIONAL STAKEHOLDERS 

http://www.futuregov.net/articles/2010/feb/09/interpol-rebuffs-calls-internet-police/
http://www.economist.com/businessfinance/displaystory.cfm?story_id=6919139
http://www.york.ac.uk/depts/poli/prdu/pub.%20Reconstructing%20Gaza,%20Barakat%20et%20al%5B1%5D.,%20Jan2009.pdf
http://www.york.ac.uk/depts/poli/prdu/pub.%20Reconstructing%20Gaza,%20Barakat%20et%20al%5B1%5D.,%20Jan2009.pdf


 
The óGuidance Noteô begins by addressing the contextual features of 

contemporary Gaza which will more heavily influence the reconstruction process 

before outlining a series of key lessons learned and providing strategies and 

options.  This document provides guidance for ensuring that those funds are spent 

effectively and that those involved build upon lessons learned from previous 

reconstruction efforts in Gaza and elsewhere in the region.  While it is difficult at 

times to move beyond the scale of the suffering, both that preceding and resulting 

from the recently ended conflict, the authors feel a document such as this is their 

best way of contributing to both Gazaôs recovery and the prevention of future a 

reversion to violence. 

http://www.york.ac.uk/depts/poli/prdu/pub.%20Reconstructing%20Gaza,%20Bar

akat%20et%20al%5B1%5D.,%20Jan2009.pdf  

 

¶ WOMEN AND SECURITY: WHY PALESTINIAN WOMEN AND GIRLS DO NOT FEEL 

SECURE 

 
This report presents the perspectives of Palestinian women and girls on issues 

related to security as well as their assessment of the services provided by local 

authorities and/ or the international community to address their security needs. It 

concludes with a series of recommendations made by Palestinian women and girls 

http://www.york.ac.uk/depts/poli/prdu/pub.%20Reconstructing%20Gaza,%20Barakat%20et%20al%5B1%5D.,%20Jan2009.pdf
http://www.york.ac.uk/depts/poli/prdu/pub.%20Reconstructing%20Gaza,%20Barakat%20et%20al%5B1%5D.,%20Jan2009.pdf
http://se2.dcaf.ch/serviceengine/Files/DCAF/112812/ipublicationdocument_singledocument/36A04A74-058E-4BAD-9860-E3AC5F628ECF/en/Palest_Women_Security_ENG.pdf
http://se2.dcaf.ch/serviceengine/Files/DCAF/112812/ipublicationdocument_singledocument/36A04A74-058E-4BAD-9860-E3AC5F628ECF/en/Palest_Women_Security_ENG.pdf


for improving these services.  The findings of this report are based on focus group 

discussions and in-depth interviews conducted by the Geneva Centre for the 

Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF) with Palestinian women and girls 

between June and November 2009 in the West Bank and in the Gaza Strip. DCAF 

hopes that the reportôs findings will encourage stakeholders to integrate the 

perspectives of women and girls into the national security debate within the 

Palestinian Territories. 

http://se2.dcaf.ch/serviceengine/Files/DCAF/112812/ipublicationdocument_single

document/36A04A74-058E-4BAD-9860-

E3AC5F628ECF/en/Palest_Women_Security_ENG.pdf  

 

PACIFIC REGION--ENHANCING SECURITY SECTOR GOVERNANCE IN THE PACIFIC 

REGION: A STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK 

 
This publication says that, In the last couple of decades, debate within the international 

community and the Pacific has centered on the challenges posed to socio-economic and 

political development by insecurity and conflict. This focus has also resulted in a shifting 

understanding of security, which now includes the safety and well-being of people and 

communities as well as the security of the state. The Pacific, like other regions, is dealing 

with a difficult and diverse set of law enforcement, governance and security challenges. 

The region has witnessed violent conflict, civil unrest and political crises. This has led to 

a growing recognition of the critical role of law enforcement agencies and security 

institutions. However, in recent years, there have been concerns that these institutions 

lack capacity to meet the challenge of providing security to the general public; that 

governments do not have the necessary civilian security expertise to manage them; that 

legislatures are not empowered to oversee them; and that security forces are not held 

accountable under the law for their actions. Effective governance of security institutions 

is vital for the Pacific region. In the context of conflict and violence, it supports the 

efforts of state institutions to stabilize the security situation, begin the road to recovery 

and reduce the potential of relapse. In non-conflict contexts, it ensures security 

institutions fulfill their mandate to combat insecurity.  

http://se2.dcaf.ch/serviceengine/Files/DCAF/112812/ipublicationdocument_singledocument/36A04A74-058E-4BAD-9860-E3AC5F628ECF/en/Palest_Women_Security_ENG.pdf
http://se2.dcaf.ch/serviceengine/Files/DCAF/112812/ipublicationdocument_singledocument/36A04A74-058E-4BAD-9860-E3AC5F628ECF/en/Palest_Women_Security_ENG.pdf
http://se2.dcaf.ch/serviceengine/Files/DCAF/112812/ipublicationdocument_singledocument/36A04A74-058E-4BAD-9860-E3AC5F628ECF/en/Palest_Women_Security_ENG.pdf
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/PIFS_EnhancingSecuritySectorGovernanceInThePacificRegion.pdf
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/PIFS_EnhancingSecuritySectorGovernanceInThePacificRegion.pdf


http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/PIFS_EnhancingSecuritySectorGove

rnanceInThePacificRegion.pdf  

 

U.K.ðOFFICE OF THE THIRD SECTOR ANNOUNCES RELEASE OF ñREFRESHEDò 

COMPACT 

The Office of the Third Sector reported in its February Newsletter that the refreshed 

Compact was launched in December by the Compact partnership consisting of the Office 

of the Third Sector, Compact Voice and the Commission for the Compact.  Since the 

original Compact was launched in 1998, the relationship between government and the 

third sector has been transformed.  With local compacts now covering most local areas, 

there is no doubt that this agreement on how to work together more effectively is helping 

to give value and shape to partnerships across the public and third sector and deliver 

better outcomes for people and communities.  The refreshed Compact, with a foreword 

from the Prime Minister, retains the key commitments of the original but takes into 

account recent developments in law, policy and practice.  It is divided into three key 

areas covering involvement in policy development, allocating resources and advancing 

equality.  It consists of 95 commitments: 62 for government and 33 for the third sector.   

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

2ND GLOBAL MODEL UN CONFERENCE, 2010 

 
UN Department of Public Information (UNDPI) announced that the 2nd Global Model 

UN Conference 2010, following the success of its inaugural Global Model United 

Nations conference held in 2009 in Switzerland, will take place in Kuala Lumpur, 

Malaysia on 28-30 July 2010 in partnership with the Government of Malaysia, the UN 

Alliance of Civilizations and the Commonwealth Secretariat. The theme for this yearôs 

Conference is ñTowards an Alliance of Civilizations ï Bridging Cultures to Achieve 

Peace and Development.ò 

http://www.un.org/wcm/content/site/gmun  

 

 

http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/PIFS_EnhancingSecuritySectorGovernanceInThePacificRegion.pdf
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/PIFS_EnhancingSecuritySectorGovernanceInThePacificRegion.pdf
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/091216_compact_refresh.aspx
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/091216_compact_refresh.aspx
http://www.un.org/wcm/content/site/gmun
http://www.un.org/wcm/content/site/gmun


RESOURCES 
 

EARLY RECOVERY IN POST-CONFLICT COUNTRIES: A CONCEPTUAL STUDY 

 
In recent years, the term 'early recovery' has emerged as one of the main topics in the 

international debate on post-conflict development. While a broad array of concepts and 

approaches are present in the international arena, there is currently no consensus on what 

is meant by 'early recovery', both in policy and programmatic terms. To analyze these 

issues, this study critically discusses, in a first step, the policy strategies and operational 

frameworks of selected bilateral donors, regional organizations as well as multilateral 

institutions to disentangle the main background concepts underlying the policy concepts 

and to inform the reader of the major challenges involved. 

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/ASAZ-

82RHHV/$file/Clingendael_Jan2010.pdf?openelement  
 

A GUIDE TO THE INTERNATIONAL MINE ACTION STANDARDS- EDITION 2010 

 
IMAS are standards issued by the United Nations to guide the planning, implementation 

and management of mine action programs. They are a framework for the development of 

national mine action standards. This handbook contains all IMAS in brief, explains the 

purpose of the IMAS and the requirements of the different standards in a clear way, 

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/ASAZ-82RHHV/$file/Clingendael_Jan2010.pdf?openelement
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/ASAZ-82RHHV/$file/Clingendael_Jan2010.pdf?openelement
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/ASAZ-82RHHV/$file/Clingendael_Jan2010.pdf?openelement
http://www.gichd.org/fileadmin/pdf/publications/Guide-to-IMAS-Oct2009.pdf


serving as a quick reference for mine action practitioners to understand core IMAS 

issues. 

http://www.gichd.org/fileadmin/pdf/publications/Guide-to-IMAS-Oct2009.pdf  

 

HUMAN RIGHTS FOR EVERYONE EVERYWHERE 

 
The United Nations Human Rights office represents the worldós commitment to universal 

ideals of human dignity. Ideals that began in ancient philosophical thought are now 

enshrined in international human rights law. The UN human rights program aims to make 

the protection of human rights law a reality in the lives of people everywhere. In so doing 

the Office of the High Commissioner plays a crucial role in safeguarding the integrity of 

the three pillars of the United Nations ï peace and security, human rights and 

development. 

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/AboutUs/HumanRightsDay/hrday09_leaflet_en.pdf  
 

MODERNIZING THE INFRASTRUCTURE OF GOVERNMENT 

 
ñWe need to open up our minds to innovation. Sometimes the civil service tries to be too 

safe,ò says Singapore`s Zaqy Mohamad, Member of Parliament & Chairman for the 

Government Parliamentary Committee, Ministry of Information Communication and the 

Arts of Singapore. Mohamad talks about the challenges and opportunities facing 

Singaporeôs public sector as it looks to drive productivity through innovation.. 

http://www.futuregov.net/tv/centgov/singapores-e-government-vision/  

 

Nationality Rights for All: A Progress Report and Global Survey on Statelessness 

http://www.gichd.org/fileadmin/pdf/publications/Guide-to-IMAS-Oct2009.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/AboutUs/HumanRightsDay/hrday09_leaflet_en.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/AboutUs/HumanRightsDay/hrday09_leaflet_en.pdf
http://www.futuregov.net/tv/centgov/singapores-e-government-vision/
http://www.futuregov.net/tv/centgov/singapores-e-government-vision/
http://www.refugeesinternational.org/sites/default/files/RI%20Stateless%20Report_FINAL_031109.pdf


 
This report, Nationality Rights for All: A Progress Report and Global Survey on 

Statelessness, provides an updated global survey of statelessness in over 80 countries and 

assesses progress since 2005 in protecting the human rights of stateless persons and in 

preventing and reducing statelessness. Important developments are reflected in changes 

in international law, and in steps taken by governments, international organizations, and 

non-governmental groups.  And while the Office of the UN High Commissioner for 

Refugees (UNHCR) is thinking more strategically than before about living up to its 

obligations, the agencyôs statelessness unit remains severely understaffed and 

underfunded relative to the organizationôs other functions.  Coordination among UN 

agencies regarding statelessness must improve. 

http://www.refugeesinternational.org/sites/default/files/RI%20Stateless%20Report_FINA

L_031109.pdf  

 

LEVERAGING CLOUD TO SUSTAIN 200GBPS ATTACK TRAFFIC 

 
Denial-of-service (DoS) attacks on government web sites are becoming bigger in scale 

and more frequent these days; and they come without warning, bringing down the whole 

online presence of agencies within hours or even minutes.. 

http://www.futuregov.net/articles/2010/feb/24/leveraging-cloud-sustain-200gbps-attack-

traffic/  
 

http://www.refugeesinternational.org/sites/default/files/RI%20Stateless%20Report_FINAL_031109.pdf
http://www.refugeesinternational.org/sites/default/files/RI%20Stateless%20Report_FINAL_031109.pdf
http://www.futuregov.net/articles/2010/feb/24/leveraging-cloud-sustain-200gbps-attack-traffic/
http://www.futuregov.net/articles/2010/feb/24/leveraging-cloud-sustain-200gbps-attack-traffic/
http://www.futuregov.net/articles/2010/feb/24/leveraging-cloud-sustain-200gbps-attack-traffic/


A HUMAN RIGHTS ANALYSIS OF PUBLIC POLICY RESPONSES TO CRIME, SOCIAL 

PROBLEMS AND DEVIANCE 

 
This report on social control and human rights is concerned with the human rights 

implications ï some immediate, others long-term ï of certain patterns of social control 

that emerge in public policy responses to crime, deviance and social problems. Though 

some of these patterns are not new, especially in wealthy industrialized democracies of 

the North where they have been theorized and researched, the human rights community 

has not always recognized them. In addition, they are increasingly being exported across 

the world and pose significant challenges and problems to human rights standards and 

values and merit attention from all those concerned with human rights. 

http://www.crin.org/docs/Int_Web_control.pdf  

 

DO NO HARM: INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT FOR STATEBUILDING 

 

http://www.crin.org/docs/Int_Web_control.pdf
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http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/8/32/44409926.pdf


This publication fills an important knowledge gap by addressing two fundamental 

questions: what are the negative impacts that donor interventions can have on state 

building; and what measures should donors adopt to avoid negative impacts on state 

building processes?  Based on an extensive literature review and on six country case-

studies (Afghanistan, Bolivia, the Democratic Republic of Congo [DRC], Nepal, Rwanda 

and Sierra Leone), Do No Harm offers a valuable addition to our knowledge on state 

building in situations of fragility and conflict. 

http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/8/32/44409926.pdf  

 

CHILDRENôS RIGHTS TO BE HEARD AND EFFECTIVE CHILD PROTECTION 

 
This publication offers guidance and practical examples to show the varied roles children 

can play in implementing the overarching recommendations of the UN's Global Study on 

Violence against Children. Building on the Committee on the Rights of the Child's keenly 

awaited General Comment on the child's right to be heard (2009), the publication 

considers different conceptions and practical approaches to participation, as well as the 

choices and challenges facing adults engaged in (or preparing to be engaged in) the 

implementation of children's rights. 

http://www.crin.org/docs/SC_Right%20to%20be%20heard%20and%20effective%20chil

d%20protection.pdf  

 

Strategic Management Plan 2010-2011 

 

 
The Strategic Management Plan for 2010-2011 consists of three parts. Part I presents 

OHCHRôs strategic direction, looking at the changes in the global context, key challenges 

http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/8/32/44409926.pdf
http://www.crin.org/docs/SC_Right%20to%20be%20heard%20and%20effective%20child%20protection.pdf
http://www.crin.org/docs/SC_Right%20to%20be%20heard%20and%20effective%20child%20protection.pdf
http://www.crin.org/docs/SC_Right%20to%20be%20heard%20and%20effective%20child%20protection.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Press/SMP2010-2011.pdf


that may affect OHCHRôs work, and key achievements and lessons learned in 

implementing the Plan of Action so far. Taking these factors into account, it introduces 

the thematic strategies and the global management outputs. Part II introduces OHCHRôs 

program of work for the biennium, including its work with UN human rights bodies and 

organs, thematic fact-finding procedures, right to development and research, human 

rights mainstreaming, and advisory services and technical cooperation. Part II also 

presents the work of the field presences, an essential component of the Officeôs efforts to 

ensure that international human rights norms are implemented. A description of how the 

program will be supported is also included. Part III presents the Officeôs total budget and 

funding requirements for the biennium. 

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Press/SMP2010-2011.pdf  

 

CONNECTING THE DOTS: VICTIM ASSISTANCE AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

 
 

This publication aims to familiarize the readers with the connections between the three 

treaties in a way that helps enhance the implementation of each one.  Over the past ten 

years, the world has seen significant developments in what might at first glance seem 

unrelated fronts: disarmament and human rights.  Two disarmament treaties have come 

into play ï the 1997 Mine Ban Treaty (Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, 

Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction), 

and the 2008 Convention on Cluster Munitions.  In between these treaties came the 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which was adopted in 2006.  In 

fact, the three treaties are connected in language and spirit.  They are linked by their 

commitment to victim assistance for landmine and cluster munitions survivors, which is 

grounded in and informed by the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

(CRPD).  Survivor Corps has been at the forefront of connecting the dots between human 

rights and disarmament, by bringing the voices of landmine survivors to the CRPD 

negotiation table, and linking victim assistance within the disarmament discourse to the 

promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities. 

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Press/SMP2010-2011.pdf
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/AMMF-832TT3/$file/Full_Report.pdf?openelement


http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/AMMF-

832TT3/$file/Full_Report.pdf?openelement  

 

POST-WAR AND POST-CONFLICT CHALLENGES FOR DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION 

 
This policy brief is divided into four sections addressing relevant issues for development 

cooperation in the immediate post conflict or post war period: The first section gives an 

overview on experiences and lessons learnt in post war contexts during the last decade.  

The second section assesses how the donor community is trying to cope with the specific 

problems arising in these contexts.  The third section analyses the basic dilemmas for 

development cooperation in these spaces, while the last section formulates some 

recommendations.  Conflict and violence have become an important context for 

development cooperation during the last decade.  Donors not only have to cope with the 

consequences of conflict in their day to day work on the ground, but also need to develop 

strategies in the fields of early warning and prevention, as well as instruments for conflict 

analysis and conflict sensitive approaches for cooperation. At the same time, external 

actors have been important supporters for many peace processes aiming at the 

termination of armed conflicts and violence.  When wars or armed conflicts end (or at 

least when violence on the ground decreases) the hope for sustainable peace building 

grows.  UN General Secretary Ban Ki Moon pointed out the importance of the immediate 

post conflict/post war period in a report to the Security Council on June 11, 2009: ñThe 

immediate post conflict period offers a window of opportunity to provide basic security, 

deliver peace dividends, shore up and build confidence in the political process, and 

strengthen core national capacity to lead peace building efforts.ò  This gives a first 

impression of the many challenges internal and external actors face; at the same time 

experiences on the ground show that liberal peace building conceived as a profound 

transformation process is a difficult endeavor. 

http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/INEF_PostWarPostConflictChalleng

es_DevelopmentCooperation.pdf  
 

PUBLICATIONS OF THE COORDINATING COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTARY 

SERVICE 
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http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/AMMF-832TT3/$file/Full_Report.pdf?openelement
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/INEF_PostWarPostConflictChallenges_DevelopmentCooperation.pdf
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/INEF_PostWarPostConflictChallenges_DevelopmentCooperation.pdf
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/INEF_PostWarPostConflictChallenges_DevelopmentCooperation.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/ccivs/New-SiteCCSVI/CcivsOther/edu-techmaterial.htm
http://www.unesco.org/ccivs/New-SiteCCSVI/CcivsOther/edu-techmaterial.htm


 
The Committee offers 13 publications, most of which may be downloaded free from its 

website. They include:  

¶ "The Globalization Kit"  

¶ "Volunteering in conflict areas"  

¶ "How to present a project" 

¶ "Fundraising strategies for non-governmental organisations"  

¶ "Health and safety - A guide" 

¶ "Conflict and volunteering" 

Many are available in French as well as English. 

http://www.unesco.org/ccivs/New-SiteCCSVI/CcivsOther/edu-techmaterial.htm  

 

FREEDOM IN THE WORLD 2010 SURVEY RELEASE  

On January 12, 2010 Freedom House released its findings from the latest edition of 

Freedom in the World, the annual survey of global political rights and civil liberties.  

According to the surveyôs findings, 2009 marked the fourth consecutive year in which 

http://www.unesco.org/ccivs/New-SiteCCSVI/CcivsOther/edu-techmaterial.htm
http://www.freedomhouse.org/template.cfm?page=505


global freedom suffered a declineðthe longest consecutive period of setbacks for 

freedom in the nearly 40-year history of the report.  These declines were most 

pronounced in Sub-Saharan Africa, although they also occurred in most other regions of 

the world.  Furthermore, the erosion in freedom took place during a year marked by 

intensified repression against human rights defenders and democracy activists by many of 

the worldôs most powerful authoritarian regimes, including Russia and China.  Freedom 

in the World 2010 reflects developments that took place in the calendar year 2009. The 

full survey, including the individual country reports, will be available in late spring 2010. 
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