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CITIZEN PARTICIPATION AND FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 
 

AFRICA--CARTER CENTER RELEASES AFRICAN REGIONAL PLAN OF ACTION TO 

ADVANCE THE RIGHT OF ACCESS TO INFORMATION  

Participants from the African Regional Conference on the Right of Access to Information 

have released the Regional Findings and Plan of Action to advance the right of access to 

information in Africa.  The conference, which took place in Accra, Ghana, from February 

7-9, examined the specific the political and institutional constraints in Africa that have 

limited the opportunities to exercise the right to know.  The conference was organized 

and hosted by The Carter Center in collaboration with the Special Rapporteur for 

Freedom of Expression and Access to Information in Africa, the Media Foundation for 

West Africa, and the Open Democracy Advice Centre.  More than 130 participants from 

18 countries in the region represented government, civil society, media, private sector, 

regional intergovernmental organizations, international and regional financial institutions, 

and donors.  During the conference, participants considered the main obstacles and 

potential solutions to advance the right of access to information in Africa.  On the final 

day of the conference, participants met in country working groups to identify specific 

next steps to advance the right in their nations.  

 

GLOBAL--CIVIL SOCIETY GROUPS SEEK MORE DISCLOSURE BY IFC  
Freedominfo reports that a consortium of civil society groups has urged the IFC to be 

more responsive to environmental and social concerns, and also suggested a variety of 

disclosure policy reforms.  These comments, signed by nearly 100 organizations from 38 

countries, were submitted as the IFC conducts a review of the implementation and 

effectiveness of its Social and Environmental Sustainability Policy and Performance 

Standards.  

 

HONG KONG--I-GOVERNMENT 

 
Victor Lam, Assistant Government Chief Information Officer, Government of Hong 

Kong, reveals the territory‘s plans to embrace the next phase of citizen engagement and  

http://www.futuregov.net/tv/centgov/i-government/  
 

SINGAPORE--OVERHAULS FREE WIRELESS SERVICE 

http://www.cartercenter.org/peace/americas/ati_conference/2010/index.html
http://freedominfo.org/documents/AfricanRegFindingsPlan.doc
http://freedominfo.org/documents/AfricanRegFindingsPlan.doc
http://www.cartercenter.org/homepage.html
http://www.mediafound.org/
http://www.mediafound.org/
http://www.opendemocracy.org.za/
http://freedominfo.org/ifti/20100312.htm
http://accountabilityproject.org/article.php?id=528
http://accountabilityproject.org/article.php?id=528
http://www.futuregov.net/tv/centgov/i-government/
http://www.futuregov.net/tv/centgov/i-government/
http://www.futuregov.net/articles/2010/mar/03/singapore-overhauls-free-wireless-service/


 
The Singapore government has revamped its free, nationwide wireless internet service 

Wireless@SG to give citizens and businesses faster and easier access to the internet. It is 

hoped that the service – which will be free until 2013 - will boost innovation and business 

activity as the island nation‘s economy emerges from recession.. 

http://www.futuregov.net/articles/2010/mar/03/singapore-overhauls-free-wireless-

service/  

 

UN DEFENDS RELEVANCE OF E-GOVERNMENT RANKINGS 

 
The United Nations has refuted suggestions that its E-government Survey has lost 

relevance in an era of increasingly diverse e-government ecosystems. The survey‘s 

director, Haiyan Qian, told FutureGov that the rankings continue to serve as a guide to 

more efficient, open and transparent governance, and help public sector modernisers ―put 

money in the right places‖ and avoid commonly made mistakes.. 

http://www.futuregov.net/articles/2010/mar/01/un-defends-relevance-e-government-

rankings/  

 

UNITED STATES--OBAMA'S MEMORANDUM ON TRANSPARENCY AND OPEN 

GOVERNMENT 

http://www.futuregov.net/articles/2010/mar/03/singapore-overhauls-free-wireless-service/
http://www.futuregov.net/articles/2010/mar/03/singapore-overhauls-free-wireless-service/
http://www.futuregov.net/articles/2010/mar/01/un-defends-relevance-e-government-rankings/
http://www.futuregov.net/articles/2010/mar/01/un-defends-relevance-e-government-rankings/
http://www.futuregov.net/articles/2010/mar/01/un-defends-relevance-e-government-rankings/
http://zunia.org/uploads/media/knowledge/user502007_user84182_m10-061267807854.pdf
http://zunia.org/uploads/media/knowledge/user502007_user84182_m10-061267807854.pdf


 
In the Memorandum on Transparency and Open Government, issued on January 21, 

2009, the President instructed the Director of the Office of Management and Budget 

(OMB) to issue an Open Government Directive. Responding to that instruction, this 

memorandum is intended to direct executive departments and agencies to take specific 

actions to implement the principles of transparency, participation, and collaboration set 

forth in the President‘s Memorandum. This Directive was informed by recommendations 

from the Federal Chief Technology Officer, who solicited public comment through the 

White House Open Government Initiative. 

http://zunia.org/uploads/media/knowledge/user502007_user84182_m10-

061267807854.pdf 

 

 

FISCAL MATTERS 

 
INDIA—MORE RELIEF FOR CHARITIES BASED ON BUDGET ACT 

Noshir Dadrawala of the Centre for the Advancement of Philanthropy writes that in India, 

Section 80G of the Income Tax Act provides for deduction to donors in respect of 

donations made to certain funds and institutions established for ‗charitable purpose‘.  

Most 80G certificates expire on 31st March and therefore this note may be of interest and 

utility to charitable organizations based there.  Earlier, as per section 80G(5)(vi) approval 

under section 80G had ―effect for such assessment year or years, not exceeding five 

assessment years, as may be specified in the approval‖.  The Finance (No.2) Act, 2009 

omitted clause (vi) of section 80G(5) with effect from 1-10-2009.  According to the 

Memorandum explaining the provisions of the Finance (No.2) Bill, 2009, clause (vi) of 

section 80G(5) is omitted ―to reduce the undue hardship caused to bona fide institutions 

and funds and also to eliminate wastage of time and resources of the tax administration in 

renewing approvals from time to time.‖  The effects of this amendment are: 1)  Approvals 

once granted shall continue to be valid in perpetuity.  Therefore all the approvals granted 

after 1-10-2009 shall be valid for all time to come unless withdrawn; 2)  Existing 

approvals expiring after 1-10-2009 need not be renewed and shall be deemed to be 

mailto:Noshir101@gmail.com


continued in perpetuity, unless specifically withdrawn; and 3)  Approvals expiring before 

1-10-2009 will have to be renewed once and after such renewal these shall be valid for 

perpetuity, unless specifically withdrawn. 

 

U.S.—PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION DENIED TO PROVENA MEDICAL CENTER 

In PROVENA COVENANT MEDICAL CENTER et al., Appellants, v. The 

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE et al., Appellees, the Supreme Court of Illinois, 

Karmeier, J., held that: 

(1) the hospital was not entitled to charitable use exemption from property tax 

with respect to 43 parcels of property where medical center was located, and 

(2) the hospital was not entitled to religious organization exemption from property 

tax.   

The hospital corporation sought administrative review of a decision by the Director of 

Revenue that it was not entitled to a property tax exemption for charitable and religious 

organizations.  The Circuit Court, Sangamon County, Patrick J. Londrigan, J., reversed, 

and Director appealed.  The Appellate Court, 384 Ill.App.3d 734, 894 N.E.2d 452, 

reversed, and the hospital appealed. 

 

 

FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION AND PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY 

 
CHINA—COMPENSATION AWARDED TO BEATEN PROTESTERS 

A small group of artists who held a daring protest in the heart of Beijing against forced 

evictions last month will be compensated for giving up claims to property, a 

representative of the artists told the New York Times.  The group, from an art district 

known as Zheng Yang, negotiated the compensation after a single meeting with local 

officials, said Zhang Jun, the representative.  That group, along with artists from a district 

called 008, protested along a wide ceremonial avenue, Chang‘an Jie, that runs between 

Tiananmen Square and the Forbidden City in late February after about 100 men wearing 

white masks and armed with iron rods swarmed through the two districts and beat several 

artists.  The attackers had been sent by a real estate developer who wanted the land, the 

artists said.  

 

KAZAKHSTAN—IMPRISONMENT OF OPPOSITION LEADER REVIVES JUDICIAL SYSTEM 

CONCERNS 

According to Eurasianet.org, the jailing in Kazakhstan of an opposition leader on charges 

of holding an unsanctioned rally is stoking fresh concerns over the fairness of the judicial 

system in the country currently chairing the Organization for Security and Cooperation in 

Europe (OSCE).  Vladimir Kozlov, leader of the unregistered Alga! party, was given a 

10-day prison sentence on March 26 after taking to Almaty‘s central pedestrian 

thoroughfare, Zhibek Zholy (nicknamed Arbat), to hand out leaflets about Mukhtar 

Dzhakishev, the former head of the Kazatomprom state nuclear agency. [For background 

see the Eurasia Insight archive]. Dzhakishev is currently serving 14 years in prison on 

corruption charges that he adamantly denies. [For background see the Eurasia Insight 

archive].  Kozlov and other activists also handed out leaflets about the unsuccessful 

efforts of Alga! to register, and operate legally as a political party.  The organization has 

http://www.state.il.us/court/Opinions/SupremeCourt/2010/March/107328.pdf
http://www.state.il.us/court/Opinions/SupremeCourt/2010/March/107328.pdf
http://web2.westlaw.com/find/default.wl?tf=-1&rs=WLW10.03&fn=_top&ordoc=2021570237&tc=-1&findtype=h&docname=0232185301&db=PROFILER-WLD&vr=2.0&rp=%2ffind%2fdefault.wl&pbc=BE08A27D
http://web2.westlaw.com/result/%09%09%09%09%09%09#F12021570237
http://web2.westlaw.com/result/%09%09%09%09%09%09#F302021570237
http://web2.westlaw.com/find/default.wl?tf=-1&rs=WLW10.03&fn=_top&ordoc=2021570237&tc=-1&findtype=h&docname=0102051901&db=PROFILER-WLD&vr=2.0&rp=%2ffind%2fdefault.wl&pbc=BE08A27D
http://web2.westlaw.com/find/default.wl?rs=WLW10.03&serialnum=2016867249&fn=_top&ordoc=2021570237&tc=-1&findtype=Y&tf=-1&db=578&vr=2.0&rp=%2ffind%2fdefault.wl&pbc=BE08A27D
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/24/world/asia/24china.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/16/world/asia/16beijing.html?ref=asia
http://www.eurasianet.org/departments/civilsociety/articles/eav033110.shtml
http://www.eurasianet.org/departments/insight/articles/eav121509.shtml
http://www.eurasianet.org/departments/insight/articles/eav121509.shtml
http://www.eurasianet.org/departments/civilsociety/articles/eav031710.shtml
http://www.eurasianet.org/departments/civilsociety/articles/eav031710.shtml


been seeking to gain official status for almost five years.  Kozlov denied violating 

legislation on public assembly.  He told the court he was not rallying but exercising his 

constitutional right to disseminate information.  "We can go where we want, and in line 

with Article 20 of the Constitution we can receive and disseminate any information that is 

not, as a [police] captain put it, ‘anti-constitutional,‘" he told the court in remarks quoted 

by the Respublika website.  "We are not obliged to warn and, still less, ask permission of 

local authorities before going onto Arbat."  He described the verdict as a "disgrace to the 

judicial system" and is appealing.  His imprisonment provoked an outcry in opposition 

circles, which accused President Nursultan Nazarbayev‘s administration of intolerance.  

"This case has become further testimony to the strengthening of the regime‘s repressive 

policy toward dissent," a statement by the opposition OSDP Azat party issued on March 

29 asserted. 

 

 

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION  

 
ARMENIA—SLANDER CASE AGAINST ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVIST DROPPED 

Eurasianet reports that a criminal case against an environmentalist campaigning against a 

copper mine in Armenia‘s virgin Teghut Forest has been dropped after she received an 

award from the US Embassy in Yerevan.  The prosecution of 30-year-old Mariam 

Sukhudian began in 2009 after she released information to media outlets about the 

alleged sexual abuse of a girl by a teacher at Yerevan‘s Nubarashen Special School, an 

institution for developmentally challenged children where Sukhudian had worked for a 

few months as a volunteer.  Sukhudian, who recorded conversations with children in 

which they detailed the alleged sexual abuse, was charged with ―slander‖ and faced the 

prospect of a five-year prison term.  While most recent publicity about Sukhudian had 

focused on her allegations about misconduct at the Nubarashen Special School, she was 

previously known for her campaign to halt the construction of a copper mine - a 

campaign that recently secured a pledge of support from Serj Tankian, lead vocalist for 

the Grammy Award-winning American rock band System of a Down.  On March 10, the 

US Embassy in Yerevan presented Sukhudian with its first Woman of Courage Award 

for her ―responsibility, courage and leadership in the pursuit of justice and advocating for 

the protection‖ of the environment and children with special needs, a statement read. 

in Armenia.‖  A day later, the criminal case against Sukhudian was dropped. 

 

BROADCASTING IN UN BLUE: THE UNEXAMINED PAST AND UNCERTAIN FUTURE OF 

PEACEKEEPING RADIO 

 
For almost two decades, United Nations peacekeeping missions have routinely set up 

local radio stations that almost immediately have become the dominant national 

broadcasters of those post-conflict countries.  From Cambodia to Liberia, these UN 

stations have helped end violent conflict and make political transition possible.  They 

http://www.eurasianet.org/departments/civilsociety/articles/eav031710a.shtml
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/NED_UnexaminedPastUncertainFuture_PeacekeepingRadio.pdf
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/NED_UnexaminedPastUncertainFuture_PeacekeepingRadio.pdf


have provided citizens with trusted local news programs and nonpartisan discussion 

forums, often for the first time.  The UN radio stations were also often the first to reach 

all corners of these war ravaged countries.  In national elections after peacekeeping 

interventions, the UN stations were the main if not the only source of nonpartisan voter 

information and campaign coverage, crucial for any functioning democracy. 

http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/NED_UnexaminedPastUncertainFutu

re_PeacekeepingRadio.pdf  
 

SAUDI ARABIA—ACCORDING TO HIS LAWYER, SAUDI PLANS BEHEAD LEBANESE MAN 

CONVICTED OF WITCHCRAFT 

According to AFP, a Lebanese man sentenced to death in Saudi Arabia on charges of 

witchcraft is due to be beheaded this week, his lawyer said on Wednesday, urging 

officials and rights groups to intervene on his behalf  "I have since been contacting 

Lebanese officials, including President Michel Sleiman and Lebanon's ambassador to 

Saudi Arabia to appeal his case."  Sabat was sentenced to death in November of last year 

by a Saudi court for practicing witchcraft.  He was arrested in May 2008 by the religious 

police in Medina, where he was on a pilgrimage before returning to his native Lebanon.  

The case against him was brought after he gave advice and made predictions on Lebanese 

television.  Khansa said Lebanon's ambassador to Saudi Arabia was in contact with Sabat 

and someone from the embassy had visited him on Wednesday in his jail cell.  She added 

that Sabat's family was in shock and that his mother was seriously ill with doctors saying 

she could die anytime.  "Ali Hussain Sabat appears to have been convicted solely for the 

peaceful exercise of his right to freedom of expression," Malcolm Smart, head of 

Amnesty's Middle East and North Africa programme, said in a press release.  "It is high 

time the Saudi Arabian government joined the international trend towards a worldwide 

moratorium on executions," Smart said, urging Lebanese authorities and Saudi King 

Abdullah to stop the execution.  Saudi Arabia has no clear legal definition on the charge 

of witchcraft and judges are given discretionary power in determining what constitutes a 

crime and what sentence to impose.  In November 2007, Mustafa Ibrahim, an Egyptian 

working as a pharmacist in Saudi Arabia was beheaded after he was found guilty of 

sorcery. 

 

VENEZUELA--IS CHÁVEZ QUELLING DISSENT WITH ANTI-DEFAMATION LAW? 

According to Time.com, Guillermo Zuloaga isn't exactly a paragon of responsible 

journalism. In 2002 he and his Venezuelan television network, Globovisión, backed a 

military coup against democratically elected President Hugo Chávez. Since then, 

Globovisión has been so gratuitously and vociferously anti-Chávez it makes Rush 

Limbaugh's attacks on Barack Obama seem even-handed.  So who could make a media 

martyr out of a guy like Zuloaga? Chávez may well have done it on March 25, when his 

left-wing government arrested Zuloaga for making comments "offensive and 

disrespectful" to the President. Speaking in Aruba the week before, Zuloaga had 

remarked that it was a shame Chávez wasn't overthrown in the failed April 2002 coup 

and said the putsch happened because Chávez had ordered his forces to fire on 

antigovernment protesters, an opposition charge that has never been proven. Zuloaga 

went on to argue that Venezuela lacks freedom of expression because Chávez is 

increasingly harassing independent media, including Globovisión, a network Chávez has 

http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/NED_UnexaminedPastUncertainFuture_PeacekeepingRadio.pdf
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/NED_UnexaminedPastUncertainFuture_PeacekeepingRadio.pdf
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5gNuDPMwRKUEsx1lK5aP5gKRzl22Q
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1976582,00.html?xid=rss-topstories


repeatedly threatened to shut down. "Chávez," said Zuloaga, who denies the defamation-

against-the-state charge and is now free on bail, "is setting up a disguised communism." 

(See a review of the book Hugo Chávez gave President Obama.)  Provocative stuff — but 

in few countries would it merit the five years in prison Zuloaga could get if he's 

convicted under Venezuela's defamation laws. Another Chávez opponent, former Zulia 

state Governor Oswaldo Alvarez Paz, was arrested on March 24 for suggesting, on 

Globovisión, that Venezuelan officials had aided the Basque terrorist group ETA, and 

that Venezuela had become a key transshipment point for drug traffickers. (He denies the 

charge of spreading false information but remains locked up, say prosecutors, as a flight 

risk.) "The end of impunity for the bourgeoisie has come," Chávez declared. He rejected 

claims that the arrests were politically motivated efforts to stifle opposition to his 11-

year-old revolution as the economy falters and he faces a growing challenge in this year's 

parliamentary elections. And he insisted that due process was being followed. "Who can 

criticize that?" he asked. 

 

ZIMBABWE--POLITICAL PARTIES CONDEMN ARREST OF BULAWAYO ARTIST FOR 

POLITICAL PAINTINGS 

According to Voice of America, most of Zimbabwe's major political parties have 

roundly condemned the arrest and detention of Bulawayo visual artist Owen Maseko, 

detained last week for staging an exhibition with scenes of the 1980s Gukurahundi 

massacres in Matabeleland and Midlands.  Thabang Mathebula reported from 

Bulawayo that leaders of the Movement for Democratic Change formations led by 

Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai and Deputy Prime Minister Arthur Mutambara, as 

well as the revived Zimbabwe African People's Union, called the arrest a breach of civil 

liberties that showed freedom of expression was still not guaranteed in the country.  

Maseko‘s exhibition included a painting showing President Robert Mugabe and the late 

liberation leader and Vice President Joshua Nkomo signing the 1988 unity accord 

which brought an end to conflict between their rival Zimbabwe African National Union 

and Zimbabwe African People‘s Union, respectively, forming the present day ZANU-

PF.  Nkomo is shown slumped over the table, blood flowing from his shoulders, 

whereas Mr. Mugabe sits upright. Behind is a row of men in dark glasses, presumably 

security service agents.  The Unity Accord, under which Mr. Mugabe, then prime 

minister, became president, and Nkomo vice president, ended the so-called 

Gukurahundi, a Shona word meaning "the early rain that blows away the chaff before 

the spring rains." Both sides took up arms, mainly divided along Shona and Ndebele 

ethnic lines, but the Matabeleland Ndebele were the main victims as the North Korean-

trained Fifth Brigade carried out massacres claiming thousands of lives.  Amnesty 

International weighed in on the Maseko case and other human rights abuses, urging 

President Robert Mugabe and Prime Minister Tsvangirai to condemn human rights 

violations and instruct judicial authorities to drop the charges against Maseko. 

 

 

FREEDOM OF RELIGION AND BELIEF 
 

CANADA—PROPOSED QUEBEC LEGISLATION TO BAN THE NIQAB DEBATED 

http://www.time.com/time/arts/article/0,8599,1892801,00.html
http://www1.voanews.com/zimbabwe/news/politics/Amnesty-International-Condemns-Latest-Spate-Of-Human-Rights-Violations-31Mar10-89628747.html


Proposed legislation that bans the niqab from government offices, the education system 

and health care reflects a broad consensus in Quebec that equality of the sexes is 

paramount, rights experts said yesterday.  But any further step to purge religious symbols 

from the public sphere would intrude on individual rights, said constitutional lawyer 

Julius Grey. ―We shouldn‘t follow France into secular radicalism,‖ he said. ―I believe that 

is too dogmatic, and I do not think we should make secularism a religion.‖  Jack Jedwab, 

executive director of the Association for Canadian Studies, joined Grey in giving a 

thumbs-up to Bill 94, tabled Wednesday in the National Assembly. ―I think there is a 

wide consensus in Quebec that if gender equality is paramount, there do seem to be issues 

around the niqab,‖ he said.   Under the bill, all public sector employees will be required 

to have their faces uncovered, as will any citizen using government services, for example, 

someone paying her car registration or applying for a medicare card.   The ban on such 

face coverings as the niqab or burqa also applies to the entire education sector, from 

daycare centers to universities, as well as hospitals, public clinics and social services. 

 

LEGAL FRAMEWORK 

 
CHINA—NEW REGULATION OF FOREIGN DONATIONS NOW EFFECTIVE  

The Notice (No. 63 [2009]) of the State Administration of Foreign Exchange on ―Issues 

concerning the Administration of Foreign Exchange Donated to or by Domestic 

Institutions‖ became effective March 1, 2010.  Although the regulation states that it was 

promulgated ―to improve the administration of donated foreign exchange and facilitate 

the donated foreign exchange receipts and payments,‖ many CSOs and academic leaders 

are concerned about the tenor of the regulation, according to the South China Morning 

http://www.iccsl.org/pubs/Notice_of_the_State_Administration_of_Foreign_Exchange_20100226.pdf
http://www.iccsl.org/pubs/Notice_of_the_State_Administration_of_Foreign_Exchange_20100226.pdf
http://www.iccsl.org/pubs/Notice_of_the_State_Administration_of_Foreign_Exchange_20100226.pdf
http://www.scmp.com/portal/site/SCMP


Post.  It requires that ―receipts and payments of foreign exchange of domestic institutions 

shall be transacted through a donated foreign exchange account, which shall be set up at 

the designated foreign exchange banks (―Banks‖) and incorporated into the foreign 

exchange account management system by the Banks.‖  In addition, an application to set 

up a foreign exchange account for a donation must be accompanied by ―a certificate of 

registration of the overseas non-profit organization (with its Chinese translation 

attached).‖ 

 

KENYA—NEW CONSTITUTION PASSED; PROTECTS FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION 

The New York Times reports that Kenyan lawmakers have passed a new draft 

constitution that will curtail the sweeping powers of Kenya‘s imperial-like presidency, 

enhance individual rights including the freedom of association, and give more power to 

local governments.  Much of Kenyan society has been chafing for a new constitution for 

more than a decade. But many politicians, angry about various clauses in the draft, are 

threatening to rally their supporters to defeat the new constitution when it goes before 

voters this year in a referendum.  ―The document may not be perfect,‖ wrote the Daily 

Nation, Kenya‘s leading newspaper, ―but the price of rejecting it could be too terrible to 

contemplate.‖  

 

ISRAEL—DRAFT LEGISLATION INTRODUCED IN KNESSET TO RECLASSIFY CHARITIES 

RECEIVING FUNDING FROM POLITICAL ENTITIES 

Members of the Knesset introduced legislation to reclassify charities (Amutot) as non-

public institutions for tax law purposes.  The amendment will jeopardize access by such 

entities to other foreign funding if it goes into effect.  The proposed amendment to the 

Law on Amutot is under attack by Israeli charities.  ICCSL is currently analyzing the 

legislation on behalf of Israeli charities.  

 

SOUTH AFRICA—CORPORATE GOVERNANCE CODE APPLICABLE TO CSOS NOW IN 

EFFECT 

The King III Code of Corporate Governance has become effective in South Africa.  In a 

change from the King II Code promulgated in 2009, King III says that it applies to ñall 

entities regardless of the manner and form of incorporation or establishment and whether 

in the public, private sectors or non-profit sectors.‖  According to the drafters, the 

principles contained in the report have purportedly been drafted so that ñevery entity can 

apply them and, in doing so, achieve good governance.‖  It is debatable whether that is 

true – the Code is full of rigorous requirements that are relevant to companies (and was 

originally intended to cover corporations regulated by the new Companies Act).  Whether 

it should be applicable to CSOs without some recognition of their special issues and, in 

many cases, small size, remains questionable.  ICCSL will be publishing an article about 

the King III Code in the April issue of IJCSL.  

 

 
U.S.--NEW HEALTH CARE LAW REQUIRES DISCLOSURES OF CHARITY CARE BY 

NONPROFIT HOSPITALS  

As a result of the recently signed health care overhaul legislation on Tuesday, March 23, 

nonprofit hospitals will now have to begin proving to the IRS that they are providing a 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/04/03/world/africa/03kenya.html
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/kenya/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://www.iccsl.org/pubs/Kenya_Art_53_for_doc_center.pdf
http://www.iccsl.org/pubs/Israel_draft_legislation_16_2_on_foreign_political_entity_funding.pdf
http://www.iodsa.co.za/products_reports.asp?CatID=150


charitable service to the community to keep their tax exemptions.  The new law requires 

that tax-exempt hospitals:  

¶ Complete a community needs assessment once every three years  

¶ Adopt and publicize a financial assistance policy 

The law also adds a new section, Section 4959, to the Internal Revenue Code to impose 

an excise tax penalty of $50,000 for any nonprofit hospital that fails to satisfy the 

community health needs assessment.  In response to these new requirements, on 

Wednesday, March 24, 2010 Sen. Charles Grassley (R-Iowa) said, ―The provisions take 

steps to differentiate tax-exempt hospitals from for-profit hospitals and provide further 

transparency about tax-exempt hospitals‘ fulfilling their charitable mission.‖  In addition 

to the extra measures now required by nonprofit hospitals and the IRS, the law also 

requires the Treasury Department and Health and Human Services Department to submit 

an annual report to Congress on the level of charity care, bad debt expenses, and the 

unreimbursed costs of means-tested and non-means-tested government programs.  

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS 
 

AFGHANISTAN--2009 HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT 

 
This publication says that Afghanistan is an Islamic republic; population estimates range 

from 24 to 33 million.  In August citizens voted in their second presidential and first-ever 

contested election; after his challenger withdrew from a run-off election, the Independent 

Electoral Commission (IEC) declared Hamid Karzai president for a second term.  

Citizens who participated in the election faced threats of insurgent violence; at least 31 

persons were killed on August 20, election day, including 11 IEC members.  The 

elections were marked by serious allegations of widespread fraud; a Taliban offensive to 

disrupt the elections through public threats, fear-mongering, and violence; low turnout; 

and insufficient conditions for participation by women.  The country's human rights 

record remained poor.  Human rights problems included extrajudicial killings, torture, 

poor prison conditions, official impunity, prolonged pretrial detention, restrictions on 

freedom of the press, restrictions on freedom of religion, violence and societal 

discrimination against women, restrictions on religious conversions, abuses against 

minorities, sexual abuse of children, trafficking in persons, abuse of worker rights, the 

use of child soldiers in armed conflict, and child labor. 

http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2009/sca/136084.htm  
 
BANGLADESH--CHANCERY LAW CHRONICLES- FIRST BANGLADESH ONLINE CASE 

LAW DATABASE 

http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2009/sca/136084.htm
http://www.clcbd.org/
http://www.clcbd.org/


 
Chancery Research and Consultants (CRC-Trust), a socio-legal research organization has 

developed the first ever searchable inter-active Bangladeshi online case law database 

(www.clcbd.org).  This is a unique and innovative initiative in the legal history of 

Bangladesh.  Due care has been taken so that this Website benefits people from all strata 

including judges, lawyers, researchers, academics, law enforcement agencies, journalists, 

human rights activists, students, entrepreneurs, corporate houses having in-house legal 

departments and basically every other interested member of the society, both at home and 

abroad.  Exciting features include judgments of the Appellate Division of the Supreme 

Court of Bangladesh, legal dictionary (both judicial and legislative), explanation of Latin 

terms and phrases, abbreviations, directory of various categories of government and 

private organizations and firms, Law Journal, up-to-date information on scholarships and 

career opportunities, blog, chat room and forum for subscribers, delegated legislation, 

newly enacted Laws, policies of the Government of Bangladesh, various official and 

legal forms, etc.  Already included are more than 3100 Judgments delivered by the 

Appellate Division of the Supreme Court of Bangladesh in the website and as a 

continuous process the website is being regularly updated and developed which, with 

your support, will turn to be the Legal Encyclopedia of Bangladesh in the near future.  

Therefore visit the website and share your valuable opinion to make the site more 

resourceful and, if you like this, be a member of our site with the payment of a very 

nominal fee. 

http://www.clcbd.org  

 

CHINA— 

 

¶ PKU WOMEN’S CENTER DISAFFILIATED WITH UNIVERSITY; TO CONTINUE 

WORK AS A LAW FIRM PROVIDING LEGAL AID 

In a notice posted on the web, Peking University (PKU) has said that four 

previously affiliated centers at the law school will no longer be affiliated with it.  

Of these, the Women‘s Law Center, a legal aid organization, has attracted the 

most attention (the others seem to be noncontroversial).  Although some believe 

http://www.clcbd.org/
http://justice.fyfz.cn/favicon.ico


that its relationship with the University was cancelled due to its handling of 

sensitive cases, there is no suggestion that it will not be able to continue its work.  

Indeed, a law firm has already been registered by Guo Jianmei, the founder of the 

Center.  Plans of the Ministry of Justice and the Legal Aid Foundation (a 

GONGO) to set up a fund for organizations to apply for funding for legal aid 

clinics and other legal aid outreach are well underway.  

 

¶ INTIMIDATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS LAWYERS PREVENTS THEIR MEETING US 

CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION 

At the end of June 2008, several Chinese human rights lawyers, including Li 

Baiguang, Teng Biao, and Li Heping, were placed under house arrest and 

prevented from attending a dinner held in their honor by a U.S. Congressional 

delegation visiting Beijing.  The three are winners of the ―Democracy Award,‖ an 

award by the National Endowment for Democracy (NED).  A press release on the 

website of Chinese Human Rights Defenders reports more details of these 

developments.  

 

MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA-- WOMEN'S RIGHTS: HARD PROGRESS AND A LONG 

ROAD AHEAD 

 
The country reports presented in this edition detail how women through - out the Middle 

East continue to face systematic discrimination in both laws and social customs. Deeply 

entrenched societal norms, combined with conservative interpretations of Shari‗a (Islamic 

law), continue to relegate women to a subordinate status. Women in the region are 

significantly underrepresented in senior positions in politics and the private sector, and in 

some countries they are completely absent from the judiciary. Perhaps most visibly, 

women face gender-based discrimination in personal-status laws, which regulate 

marriage, divorce, child guardianship, inheritance, and other aspects of family life. Laws 

in most of the region declare that the husband is the head of the family, give the husband 

power over his wife‘s right to work, and in some instances specifically require the wife to 

obey her husband. Gender based violence also remains a significant problem. 

http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/FH_WomensRights_MiddleEast_Nor

thAfrica.pdf 

 

PAKISTAN--STATE OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN 2009 

http://www.claf.com.cn/favicon.ico
http://www.claf.com.cn/favicon.ico
http://crd-net.org/Article/Class9/Class10/200807/20080701154600_9218.html
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/FH_WomensRights_MiddleEast_NorthAfrica.pdf
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/FH_WomensRights_MiddleEast_NorthAfrica.pdf
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/HRCP_AnnualReport2009.pdf


 
This document says that dastardly terrorist attacks, resulting in the killing of innocent 

citizens and law-enforcement personnel across the country in 2009 constituted the 

greatest threat to fundamental rights of the citizens.  Coming under attack from the 

security forces in their bastions in Swat and South Waziristan, the militant groups became 

desperate; they did not spare mosques, bazaars, religious minorities and educational 

institutions in their obvious bid to paralyze the state and all civilian life.  The principle 

that military operations against the terrorists should be carried out in a manner that they 

do not violate human rights of the combatants and non-combatants alike was not always 

observed. In the aftermath of the Swat operations, HRCP received complaints of extra-

legal killings and mass graves in the Malakand region, and raised its voice for an inquiry 

into these cases by a parliamentary committee.  The failure of the criminal justice 

administration was reflected in the increased incidence of crimes against women - the 

number of honor killings, rape, domestic torture and acid attacks shot up in 2009 as 

compared to the previous year.  An outright disrespect for fundamental rights, both by the 

state and the communal elements, was also visible in the crimes and excesses perpetrated 

against religious minorities.  The states abdication of its responsibilities towards the 

welfare of the masses could be seen in areas of social and human development 

http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/HRCP_AnnualReport2009.pdf  

 

SOMALILAND--PEACE-BUILDING WITHOUT EXTERNAL ASSISTANCE 

http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/HRCP_AnnualReport2009.pdf
http://zunia.org/uploads/media/knowledge/file_Eubank_Somaliland_FINAL%5b1%5d1268248020.pdf


 
Since its secession from Somalia in 1991, the east-African nation of Somaliland has 

become one of the most democratic governments in eastern Africa. Yet Somaliland has 

never been recognized by the international community. This paper examines how this 

lack of recognition—and the consequent ineligibility for foreign financial assistance—

has shaped Somaliland‘s political development. It finds evidence that Somaliland‘s 

ineligibility for foreign aid facilitated the development of accountable political 

institutions and contributed to the willingness of Somalilanders to engage constructively 

in the state-building process. 

http://zunia.org/uploads/media/knowledge/file_Eubank_Somaliland_FINAL[1]12682480

20.pdf 

 

 

RESOURCES 
 

UN SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR'S REPORT ON THE RIGHT TO EDUCATION OF PERSONS IN 

DETENTION 

 
The UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Education, Vernor Muñoz Villalobos, 

devoted his first annual report to the question of the right to education of persons in 

detention, 'a group subject to discrimination generally and to discrimination in the 

provision of education specifically'. 

http://www.penalreform.org/edith/UNHRC_Ed2009_en.pdf  

 

RENEWING HOPE, REBUILDING LIVES: PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS 

AND THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION IN POST-CRISIS RECOVERY 

http://www.penalreform.org/edith/UNHRC_Ed2009_en.pdf
http://www.penalreform.org/edith/UNHRC_Ed2009_en.pdf
http://www.penalreform.org/edith/UNHRC_Ed2009_en.pdf
http://www.unbrussels.org/UN-EC_Partnership-Report_2009.pdf
http://www.unbrussels.org/UN-EC_Partnership-Report_2009.pdf


 
Taking a three year time horizon 2006-2008, the report looks at what the European 

Commission and the United Nations delivered together, but also what makes this 

partnership distinctive and why the European Commission is vital to the work of the UN. 

By working together the UN and the Commission helped countries break out of cycles of 

crisis, poverty and instability and increase their resilience to future shocks by tackling the 

root causes of vulnerability. 

http://www.unbrussels.org/UN-EC_Partnership-Report_2009.pdf  
 

PROMOTING PEACE AND DEMOCRACY THROUGH SECURITY SECTOR REFORM 

 
"The Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development‘s Development 

Assistance Committee (OECD/DAC) has adopted guidelines and political and 

operational principles relating to SSR (security sector reform). In its approach, SSR seeks 

to increase security forces‘ abilities to meet a range of security needs, consistent with 

democratic norms and governance, transparency and legal principles. SSR extends 

beyond the narrow focus of security assistance on defence, intelligence and policing. 

Instead, it adopts a comprehensive and coordinated approach to reforming various sectors 

of the security system: defense, police, justice, parliamentary and public security 

oversight; transparency in defense budgets; and respect for human rights in the exercise 

of functions." 

http://www.eldis.org/index.cfm?objectid=78038FE0-B64F-0916-F6091893C7AC897A  
 

DEVELOPMENT, SECURITY AND TRANSITIONS IN FRAGILE STATES 

http://www.unbrussels.org/UN-EC_Partnership-Report_2009.pdf
http://www.eldis.org/index.cfm?objectid=78038FE0-B64F-0916-F6091893C7AC897A
http://www.eldis.org/index.cfm?objectid=78038FE0-B64F-0916-F6091893C7AC897A
http://www.odi.org.uk/resources/download/4772.pdf


 
This report outlines the key messages and recommendations that emerged from a meeting 

series on Development, Security and Transitions in Fragile States, organised by the 

Overseas Development Institute (ODI) in partnership with the Dutch Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs. State fragility, conflict, violence and political instability are among the key 

challenges facing the international community today. There is growing consensus that 

traditional interventions and ‗business as usual‘ are no longer viable in fragile states. 

Innovative approaches to promoting development and humanitarian action are needed, 

integrating wider security, governance and legitimacy concerns, at the heart of which lie 

questions of power and politics. The series brought together an impressive array of 

experienced and respected politicians, analysts, policymakers and researchers from a vast 

array of disciplines and background. 

http://www.odi.org.uk/resources/download/4772.pdf  

 

BUILDING PEACEFUL STATES AND SOCIETIES 

 

http://www.odi.org.uk/resources/download/4772.pdf
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/JBRN-83GJC2/$file/DFID_Mar10.pdf?openelement


This paper outlines a new, integrated approach, which puts state-building and peace-

building at the center of our work in fragile and conflict-affected countries. It is based on 

four objectives: 

1. Address the causes and effects of conflict and fragility, and build conflict resolution 

mechanisms 

2. Support inclusive political settlements and processes 

3. Develop core state functions 

4. Respond to public expectations 

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/JBRN-

83GJC2/$file/DFID_Mar10.pdf?openelement  
 

REFUGEES, INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS AND THE ‘RESPONSIBILITY TO 

PROTECT’ 

 
This paper explores the implementation of the prevention pillar of the Responsibility to 

Protect (R2P) doctrine, and assesses its relevance to protection of refugees and internally 

displaced persons (IDPs). A political analysis of the recent R2P debates show that the 

doctrine is at a juncture, and there are costs and benefits to the overall goal of refugee and 

IDP protection by aligning with the R2P campaign. This paper challenges the proposition 

that stronger international acceptance of the R2P doctrine leads inevitably to stronger 

refugee and IDP protection. 

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/EGUA-83ERYW/$file/unhcr-

responsibility-to-protect-mar2010.pdf?openelement  

 

ANNUAL REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE GICHD 2009 

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/JBRN-83GJC2/$file/DFID_Mar10.pdf?openelement
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/JBRN-83GJC2/$file/DFID_Mar10.pdf?openelement
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/EGUA-83ERYW/$file/unhcr-responsibility-to-protect-mar2010.pdf?openelement
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/EGUA-83ERYW/$file/unhcr-responsibility-to-protect-mar2010.pdf?openelement
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/EGUA-83ERYW/$file/unhcr-responsibility-to-protect-mar2010.pdf?openelement
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/EGUA-83ERYW/$file/unhcr-responsibility-to-protect-mar2010.pdf?openelement
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/MINE-838QHL/$file/GICHD_Annual-Report_2009.pdf?openelement


 
Landmines and other explosive remnants of war (ERW) affect some 80 countries and 

territories worldwide. Long after conflicts have ended, landmines and other ERW 

continue to delay reconstruction and development in some of the world‘s poorest 

countries. They can prevent farmers from growing food and stop their animals from 

grazing safely. They can block roads and deny access to schools and hospitals. They 

disrupt infrastructure and impede access to water sources and basic sanitation. The first 

United Nations Millennium Development Goal, which aims to eradicate extreme poverty 

and hunger by 2015, will remain difficult to achieve while landmines and other ERW 

continue to litter developing countries. 

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/MINE-838QHL/$file/GICHD_Annual-

Report_2009.pdf?openelement  

 

0   

VICTIM ASSISTANCE AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

 
Over the past ten years, the world has seen significant developments in what might at first 

glance seem unrelated fronts: disarmament and human rights. Two disarmament treaties 

have come into play – the 1997 Mine Ban Treaty (Convention on the Prohibition of the 

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/MINE-838QHL/$file/GICHD_Annual-Report_2009.pdf?openelement
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/MINE-838QHL/$file/GICHD_Annual-Report_2009.pdf?openelement
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/SC_ConnectingtheDots.pdf


Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their 

Destruction), and the 2008 Convention on Cluster Munitions. In between these treaties 

came the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which was adopted in 

2006. In fact, the three treaties are connected in language and spirit. They are linked by 

their commitment to victim assistance for landmine and cluster munitions survivors, 

which is grounded in and informed by the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities (CRPD). Survivor Corps has been at the forefront of connecting the dots 

between human rights and disarmament, by bringing the voices of landmine survivors to 

the CRPD negotiation table, and linking victim assistance within the disarmament 

discourse to the promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities. This publication aims 

to familiarize the readers with the connections between the three treaties in a way that 

helps enhance the implementation of each one. 

http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/SC_ConnectingtheDots.pdf  

 

0   
OLD MYTHS TO NEW MISSIONS: EUROPEAN CIVILIAN CRISIS MANAGEMENT IN THE 

21ST CENTURY 

 
The European Union is said to specialize in civilian crisis management. It has sent 

missions of police, judges, and governance experts to trouble spots around the world. 

But, upon closer inspection, its record is mixed. Brussels‘s new foreign policy team 

would be well advised to initiate sweeping changes in Europe‘s civilian capabilities. As 

Lady Ashton must be aware, the European Union does not have time to postpone a 

serious debate about its strategic position. The risk of failure in Afghanistan threatens to 

leave NATO crippled and Europe‘s reputation as a serious strategic player in tatters. The 

European Union‘s members are split over how to respond to Russia‘s growing 

assertiveness. And all along Europe‘s southern flank, from Mauritania to Yemen, there is 

evidence of Al Qaeda and its allies setting up new cells—developing a frightening 

potential to exploit the instability that exists across the region. The European Union is in 

the unenviable position of having to devise strategies to meet these new challenges 

simultaneously. 

http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/IPGLOBAL_OldMythstoNewMissio

ns.pdf  
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WORLD PRESS FREEDOM DAY 2010 : FREEDOM OF INFORMATION THE RIGHT TO 

KNOW 

http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/SC_ConnectingtheDots.pdf
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/IPGLOBAL_OldMythstoNewMissions.pdf
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/IPGLOBAL_OldMythstoNewMissions.pdf
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/IPGLOBAL_OldMythstoNewMissions.pdf
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/IPGLOBAL_OldMythstoNewMissions.pdf
http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-URL_ID=29293&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-URL_ID=29293&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html


 
Every 3 May World Press Freedom Day represents an opportunity to commemorate the 

fundamental principles of press freedom around the globe and to pay solemn tribute to 

journalists who have lost their lives in the line of duty. UNESCO‘s World Press Freedom 

Day 2010 will be held from 2 to 3 May in Brisbane, Australia. It will highlight the 

importance of freedom of information as an integral part of freedom of expression and its 

contribution to democratic governance. 

http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-

URL_ID=29293&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html  
 

THE UN-HABITAT URBAN YOUTH FUND CALL FOR APPLICATIONS, DEADLINE: APRIL 

15TH, 2010 

 
"UN-HABITAT has established its Urban Youth Fund to support projects piloting 

innovative approaches to employment, good governance, shelter and secure tenure for the 

urban poor. Small, youth-led development initiatives are eligible for grants up to USD 

5,000 and larger projects are eligible for grants up to USD 25,000. Applications from 

organizations partnering with government agencies, the private sector and civil society 

organizations are encouraged to apply. Projects promoting gender equality are 

particularly welcome." 

http://www.unhabitat.org/pmss/getElectronicVersion.aspx?nr=2894&alt=1  
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