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CITIZEN PARTICIPATION AND FREEDOM OF INFORMATION  
 

DO THE BENEFITS OF OPEN GOVT DATA OUTWEIGH THE COSTS? 

ñData belongs to the people, particularly that held by the public sector,ò Boris Johnson, 

the Mayor of London, told journalists at a conference recently. Johnson had just unveiled 

the London Datastore, a repository for all sorts of data which had ñpreviously been 

languishing in the deepest recesses of City Hall.  ò The big idea was to drive innovation 

by setting data free.  But putting data online is not without risks. FutureGov asked 

officials in South Korea, Singapore, the UK and the Netherlands whether they feel that 

the benefits of open government data outweigh the costsé 

http://www.futuregov.net/articles/2010/apr/08/do-benefits-open-govt-data-outweigh-

costs/   

 

Citizens in Action : Case Study Series 

 

 
During the last nine years, the Citizenship DRC has collected more than 150 case studies 

that examine how citizen action shapes states and societies.  To share some of these 

persuasive stories, the Citizenship DRC has created a series of two-page summaries 

entitled Citizens in Action.  The first five focus on citizen participation in health policy, 

and the second on citizen action and accountability.  More will follow. The series 

provides a clear and concise exposition of the diverse ways that citizens claim their rights 

ï everything from everyday acts to global activism. You may also contact us if you wish 

to receive printed copies. 

http://www.drc-citizenship.org/news%20and%20events/2009/Case_Study_Series.htm   
 

THE CASE FOR GLOBAL CIVICS  

http://www.futuregov.net/articles/2010/apr/08/do-benefits-open-govt-data-outweigh-costs/
http://www.futuregov.net/articles/2010/apr/08/do-benefits-open-govt-data-outweigh-costs/
http://www.futuregov.net/articles/2010/apr/08/do-benefits-open-govt-data-outweigh-costs/
http://www.drc-citizenship.org/news%20and%20events/2009/Case_Study_Series.htm
http://www.drc-citizenship.org/news%20and%20events/2009/Case_Study_Series.htm
http://www.brookings.edu/papers/2010/03_global_civics_altinay.aspx


 
"Civics" often refers to the familiar constellation of rights and responsibilities emanating 

from citizenship in a nation-state.  But what about global civics?  Would this be 

feasibleðor even desirable? In a new Brookings Global Economy and Development 

Working Paper, Hakan Altinay explores the views that help impede this concept and 

outlines the rationale for global civics, offering two thought experiments to operationalize 

this new concept. 

http://www.brookings.edu/papers/2010/03_global_civics_altinay.aspx   

 

JAPAN--KOREA EXPORTS E-GOVERNMENT MODEL TO JAPAN 

 
One hundred years after South Korea adopted Japanôs administrative system under 

colonial rule, Korea has struck an historic deal to sell its e-government model to Japan.  

In an interview with FutureGov, a leading Korean academic in public administration said 

the deal marked a shift for Korea ñfrom playing catch-up to leading the wayò for e-

government in East Asia.. 

http://www.futuregov.net/articles/2010/apr/09/korea-exports-e-government-model-

japan/   
 

OUR MONEY, OUR RESPONSIBILITY : A CITIZENSô GUIDE TO MONITORING 

GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURES 

http://www.brookings.edu/papers/2010/03_global_civics_altinay.aspx
http://www.futuregov.net/articles/2010/apr/09/korea-exports-e-government-model-japan/
http://www.futuregov.net/articles/2010/apr/09/korea-exports-e-government-model-japan/
http://www.futuregov.net/articles/2010/apr/09/korea-exports-e-government-model-japan/
http://zunia.org/post/our-money-our-responsibility-a-citizens-guide-to-monitoring-government-expenditures/
http://zunia.org/post/our-money-our-responsibility-a-citizens-guide-to-monitoring-government-expenditures/


 
internationalbudget.org 

This Guide reflects the growing focus of civil society organizations on monitoring the 

results achieved by government expenditures. It offers an overview of government budget 

implementation, including budget execution, procurement, impact measurement, and 

auditing and legislative oversight processes.  The Guide provides practical, tested tools 

that can be used by independent organizations interested in monitoring government 

expenditures. 

 

 

FISCAL MATTERS 
 

CHINAðREPORT ON SUPPORT FOR CHARITIES IN CHINA RELEASED BY MCA  

China received more than 33 billion yuan ($ 4.83 billion U.S.) in donations in 2009, 

according to a government charity report released April 8, 2010, which was discussed in 

a story by the Xinhua News Agency.  The report, jointly released by the Department of 

Social Welfare and Promotion of Charities under the Ministry of Civil Affairs (MCA) 

and the China Charity and Donation Information Center, said donations included more 

than 22.7 billion yuan in funds and goods worth more than 10.5 billion yuan.  Domestic 

and overseas enterprises were the major donors, contributing more than 13 billion yuan to 

the total, according to the report.  Overseas donations amounted to 4.5 billion yuan.  

More than 40 percent of the donated funds were for education, a survey showed.  

 

U.S.ð 

 

¶ NOT-FOR-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS FACE DENIAL OF TAX EXEMPT STATUS 

Although the IRS in January reminded tax exempt organizations that they must 

file returns or face denial of exemption under an obscure provision of the Pension 

Protection Act, as the date for the automatic denials looms, Diana Aviv of 

Independent Sector has raised an alarm.  According to the New York Times, at 

midnight on May 15, an estimated one-fifth to one-quarter of some 1.6 million 

charities, trade associations and membership groups will lose their tax 

exemptions, thanks to a provision buried in a 2006 federal bill aimed at pension 

reform.  The federal legislation passed in 2006 required all not-for-profits to file 

tax forms the following year. Previously, only organizations with revenues of 

$25,000 or more ð or the vast majority of not-for-profit groups ð had to file.  

The new law, embedded in the 393 pages of the Pension Protection Act of 2006, 

also directed the IRS to revoke the tax exemptions of groups that failed to file for 

three consecutive years.  Three years have passed, and thus the deadline looms.  

http://zunia.org/cat/civil-society/source/internationalbudget.org/
http://zunia.org/post/our-money-our-responsibility-a-citizens-guide-to-monitoring-government-expenditures/
http://zunia.org/post/our-money-our-responsibility-a-citizens-guide-to-monitoring-government-expenditures/
http://zunia.org/post/our-money-our-responsibility-a-citizens-guide-to-monitoring-government-expenditures/
http://zunia.org/post/our-money-our-responsibility-a-citizens-guide-to-monitoring-government-expenditures/
http://zunia.org/post/our-money-our-responsibility-a-citizens-guide-to-monitoring-government-expenditures/
http://zunia.org/post/our-money-our-responsibility-a-citizens-guide-to-monitoring-government-expenditures/
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english2010/china/2010-04/08/c_13243093.htm
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=218550,00.html
http://www.independentsector.org/
http://taxprof.typepad.com/taxprof_blog/2010/04/ny-times-2025.html


 

¶ Treasury Official Acknowledges Need for Guidance for Not-for-profit Hospitals 

in Wake of New Law 

Tax Notes Today reports that Helen Morrison, deputy benefits counsel in 

Treasuryôs Office of Tax Policy, stated on April 28, 2010 that guidance is needed 

ñsooner rather than laterò on charity hospital requirements imposed by section 

9007 of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (Public Law 111-148).  

The legislation requires tax-exempt charitable hospitals to conduct assessments of 

community health needs at least once every three years, to develop a financial 

assistance policy, and to limit amounts charged for emergency or other medically 

necessary care provided to individuals eligible for assistance under the financial 

assistance policy.  The act also prohibits a charitable hospital from engaging in 

extraordinary collection actions before reasonably attempting to determine 

whether the patient is eligible for assistance under its financial assistance policy. 

 

 

FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION AND PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY 
 

CHINAð 

 

¶ INTIMIDATION OF  HUMAN RIGHTS LAWYERS PREVENTS THEIR MEETING US 

CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION  

At the end of June 2008, several Chinese human rights lawyers, including Li 

Baiguang, Teng Biao, and Li Heping, were placed under house arrest and 

prevented from attending a dinner held in their honor by a U.S. Congressional 

delegation visiting Beijing.  The three are winners of the ñDemocracy Award,ò an 

award by the National Endowment for Democracy (NED).  A press release on the 

website of Chinese Human Rights Defenders reports more details of these 

developments.  

 

¶ RARE PUBLIC PROTEST AGAINST PROPAGANDA OFFICIAL  

Three protesters criticized a well-known propaganda official, Wu Hao, as he gave 

a speech at Renmin (Peopleôs) University in Beijing according to a story in the 

New York Times, a rare instance in which a prominent official was humiliated in 

public.  The protesters, graduates of the university, tossed currency notes worth 

five mao, or less than one cent, onto the stage as Mr. Wu, deputy director of the 

propaganda department in Yunnan Province, spoke, many Chinese Web sites 

reported Friday.  The notes were a reference to the ñfive-mao party,ò a derogatory 

term for Chinese Internet users who are supposedly paid five mao per posting by 

officials to spread propaganda on the Internet.  

 

IRANðPLANNED DEMONSTRATION FAILS TO MATERIALI ZE 

A planned demonstration in which Iranian teachers and workers were to join 

reformists in an antigovernment protest failed to materialize on May 1, 2010, 

apparently the result of intimidation and a large police presence, according to the 

New York Times.  Two Iranian opposition leaders, Mir Hussein Moussavi and 

http://crd-net.org/Article/Class9/Class10/200807/20080701154600_9218.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/04/24/world/asia/24briefs-Chinabf.html?ref=world


Mehdi Karroubi , had called on April 29 for workers and teachers to join the 

reformists in a broad-based coalition.  The call went unheeded, analysts said, largely 

because of government intimidation.  But the lack of action may also reflect a failure 

of the opposition leaders to win over workers and teachers, who have their own 

grievances, to the antigovernment cause.  And it raised questions about the ability of 

the opposition to mobilize a mass protest planned for June 12, the anniversary of 

Iranôs disputed presidential election. 

 

 

KENYAðNEW CONSTITUTION PASSED; PROTECTS FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION  

The New York Times reports that Kenyan lawmakers have passed a new draft 

constitution that will curtail the sweeping powers of Kenyaôs imperial-like presidency, 

enhance individual rights including the freedom of association, and give more power to 

local governments.  Much of Kenyan society has been chafing for a new constitution for 

more than a decade. But many politicians, angry about various clauses in the draft, are 

threatening to rally their supporters to defeat the new constitution when it goes before 

voters this year in a referendum.  ñThe document may not be perfect,ò wrote the Daily 

Nation, Kenyaôs leading newspaper, ñbut the price of rejecting it could be too terrible to 

contemplate.ò  

 

 

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION  
 

ChinaðGovernment Sets Up New Bureau to Monitor Social Networking Sites 

The Chinese government has quietly formed a new bureau expected to help to police 

social networking sites and other user-driven forums on the Internet, which are proving 

harder for the government to monitor and control than ordinary news portals.  The new 

bureau marks the latest outgrowth to a morass of agencies tasked with regulating online 

business and communications in China. People informed of the expansion say the 

authorities are retooling their media apparatus to deepen their leverage over the Web, and 

regulators are jostling for the growing power and privilege at stake, according to the New 

York Times.  Officially called the Internet news coordination bureau, this new agency is 

part of an effort to better monitor the communications of Chinese Web users, who total 

nearly 400 million by official estimates.  Chinese officials consider tools like social 

networking, micro-blogging and video-sharing sites a major vulnerability, and they are 

aware of the use of such sites as organizing tools after what happened in Iran.  In the past 

year, they have been forced to block access in China of overseas video and networking 

giants like YouTube, Twitter, and Facebook, and suspend several upstart Chinese look-

alikes, over information they deem subversive.  

 

GLOBALðTHE DARK SIDE OF THE SOCIAL WEB 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/04/03/world/africa/03kenya.html
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/kenya/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://www.iccsl.org/pubs/Kenya_Art_53_for_doc_center.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/04/17/world/asia/17chinaweb.html?ref=world
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/04/17/world/asia/17chinaweb.html?ref=world
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/business/companies/twitter/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/business/companies/facebook_inc/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://tinyurl.com/y4o5n4z


 
The read and write web allows cost-free production of content and the social web offers 

easy ways to exchange information within networks. This can lead to an impressive 

exchange of ideas and new forms of collaboration to make the world a better place. But it 

also opens a whole new dimension to exploit the Internet for sinister ends: disseminating 

hatred, extremism and discrimination. 

http://tinyurl.com/y4o5n4z   

 

SOUTH AFRICAðANC SAYS TO STOP SINGING ñSHOOT THE BOERò 

After the Afrikaner lobby group Afriforum successfully received an injunction from the 

South Gauteng High Court against the singing of the three words, pending the hearing of 

a hate speech application to the Equality Court, which is due to begin on May 3, the ANC 

has finally asked its members to stop sensing the old ñstruggle eraò song.  The 

circumstances surrounding the death of apartheid proponent Eugene TerreôBlanche at the 

hands of two farm workers have also contributed to the general tension, along with the 

ANC Youth Leagueôs leader having sung the song in Ziambabwe with Robert Mugabe.  

Although the ANCôs action is not a ban on the song, it essentially amounts to one, 

according to the BBCôs Jonah Fisher.  Mr Gwede Mantashe of the ANC said the party 

was not going to ban the song, which it has said is part of the countryôs history and the 

fight against white minority rule.  

 

U.S.ðSTATUTE OUTLAWING ANIMAL CRUELTY VIDEOS HELD UNCONSTITUTIONAL  

In its recent case, U. S. v. Stevens, the United States Supreme Court has voided a federal 

statute ,18 U.S.C. § 48, that prohibited the knowing creation, sale, or possession of 

depictions of cruelty to animals with the intention of placing the depiction in interstate or 

foreign commerce for commercial gain.  The rationale behind this 8-1 decision is that the 

statute was overly vague and would thus infringe First Amendment free speech rights.  

Animal rights advocates say that the decision points the way to enactment of a statute that 

is more narrowly tailored to outlaw such content.  

 

FREEDOM OF RELIGION  AND BELIEF  
 

FRANCEðSARKOZY TO PUSH FOR FULL VEIL BAN; WOMAN FINED FOR DRIVING WITH 

VEIL  

http://tinyurl.com/y4o5n4z
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/8607452.stm
http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/09pdf/08-769.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Title_18_of_the_United_States_Code
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/18/48.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cruelty_to_animals


President Nicolas Sarkozy of France told his cabinet on April 21, 2010, that he would put 

forward a bill in May to ban the wearing of the full veil in public places in France, 

despite a warning from senior legal authorities that the bill may be unconstitutional, 

according to a report by the New York Times.  Mr. Sarkozy wants a bill that goes farther 

than initial proposals, including a ban on wearing the full veil ð the niqab, which leaves 

only the eyes uncovered, and the burqa, which is almost unknown in France ð from 

streets, markets and shops, according to his spokesman, Luc Chatel.  The full veil ñhurts 

the dignity of women and is unacceptable in French society,ò Mr. Chatel quoted Mr. 

Sarkozy as telling the cabinet.  The idea of a ban is popular with the French and with his 

own political party, while Mr. Sarkozyôs own standing in the opinion polls has rarely 

been lower.  An earlier proposal from a panel of the National Assembly suggested a bill 

banning the full veil in public places belonging to the state, like schools and public 

buildings, and in areas where facial recognition is vital for security reasons: airports, 

banks and even public transport.  Mr. Sarkozyôs push for broader restrictions was seen as 

a challenge to the Council of State, Franceôs top administrative authority, which warned 

in March that ña general and absolute ban on the full veil as such can have no 

incontestable judicial basisò and that it could be thrown out by the courts.  In a related 

development, the Times also reported that a 31-year-old French woman has been fined 

for wearing a full veil while driving.  The unidentified woman told LCI television that the 

police had stopped her last month while she was driving in the city of Nantes, near the 

Atlantic coast of France.  She was wearing a black niqab, and the police handed her a $29 

fine, saying that her clothing posed a safety risk to her driving.  She plans to appeal,  

 

INDONESIAðTESTIMONY IN ANT-BLASPHEMY LAW CASE FEATURES COLE DURHAM  

Participating via teleconference from the United States, Professor W. Cole Durham, 

Jr. testified concerning Indonesiaôs blasphemy law at a session of the Indonesia 

Constitutional Court (Mahkamah Konstitusi) in Jakarta on 24 March 2010.  Recognized 

as a world expert in this matter, Professor Durham - who is Director of the International 

Center for Law and Religion Studies at Brigham Young University and Member of the 

OSCE/ODIHR Advisory Panel of Experts on Freedom of Religion or Belief - spoke 

during a Court session on a civil society petition for a review of the blasphemy/heresy 

law, in response to a request by seven non-governmental organizations: the Indonesian 

Legal Aid Institute Foundation; Imparsial, the Community Advocacy Studies Institute; 

the Indonesian Legal Aid Union; the Association of Human Rights and Democracy Study 

Centers; the Setara Community Association; and Desantara Foundation.  Professor 

Durham testified about relevant international norms, comparative experience, and why 

striking down Law No 1/PNPS/1965 on Abuse and/or Defilement of Religions would 

help promote social stability.  This law prohibits heresy and blasphemy: it prevents 

individuals from public expressions or ñreligious based activitiesò that ñresemble the 

religious activities of the religion in question, where such interpretation and activities are 

in deviation of the basic teachings of the religion.ò 

Testimony in the case was ongoing through March.  A 

decision is expected in mid April.   

  

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/s/nicolas_sarkozy/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/france/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/04/22/world/europe/22france.html?ref=world
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/subjects/m/muslim_veiling/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/04/24/world/europe/24france.html?ref=world
http://lci.tf1.fr/france/societe/2010-04/niqab-au-volant-le-conjoint-dechu-de-sa-nationalite-5829833.html
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:http://www.antara.co.id/en/news/1265412097/american-expert-to-testify-at-constitutional-court-session
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:http://www.antara.co.id/en/news/1265412097/american-expert-to-testify-at-constitutional-court-session
http://www.iclrs.org/
http://www.iclrs.org/
http://www.thejakartaglobe.com/national/religion-minister-defends-indonesias-blasphemy-law/365540


  

TAJIKISTAN ðOFFICIALS INSIST UNREGISTERED ACTIVITY ISñILLEGAL ò  

Tajikistan continues to seriously restrict freedom of religion or belief, Forum 18 News 

Service has found.  At least 236 Five-fold, 48 Central cathedral, and 12 Cathedral 

mosques, as well as over 12 non-Muslim religious organizations have not been re-

registered under the Religion Law.  Unregistered religious activity is illegal, against 

international human rights standards and the Constitution.  In contrast to the relaxed 

attitude shown by the Head Department for Religious Affairs (HDRA) towards the 

unregistered Council of Ulemsô activity, a diametrically opposed attitude has been shown 

towards the also unregistered Baptist Union.  ñIt should stop its activity since all 

unregistered religious activity is considered illegal now according to the new Law,ò 

HDRA Deputy Head Saidbeg Mahmadulloyev told Forum 18.  The Jehovahôs Witnesses 

are still banned, but Tajikistanôs only synagogue is being allowed to operate despite not 

yet having applied for registration.  Officials are imposing ñunofficialò restrictions on 

registered groups, such as limitations on geographic activity and on Islamic preaching. 

 

U.S.ïNATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER HELD TO VIOLATE FIRST AMENDMENT  

A U.S. District Judge in Wisconsin has ruled in Freedom from Religion Foundation v. 

Obama, that the annual National Day of Prayer is unconstitutional.  ñIt goes beyond mere 

óacknowledgmentô of religion because its sole purpose is to encourage all citizens to 

engage in prayer, an inherently religious exercise that serves no secular function in this 

context,ò wrote Judge Barbara Crabb, who said the Day of Prayer violates the First 

Amendmentôs establishment clause, which bans the creation of a ñlaw respecting an 

establishment of religionò in the Constitution.  Perhaps anticipating the anger that her 

ruling would create, she also noted there was no law preventing Americans from praying 

or organizing non-governmental days of prayer, and wrote this: ñI understand that many 

may disagree with that conclusion and some may even view it as a criticism of prayer or 

those who pray.  That is unfortunate.  A determination that the government may not 

endorse a religious message is not a determination that the message itself is harmful, 

unimportant or undeserving of dissemination.ò  Some members of Congress responded 

negatively to the ruling; House Republican leader John Boehner deemed it "troubling" 

and urged the Obama administration to appeal. ñIt violates both well-established legal 

precedent and the spirit of the principles on which our nation was founded,ò he said in a 

statement. A group called the American Center for Law and Justice, which represented 

more than 30 members of Congress in the lawsuit, also criticized the decision and vowed 

appeal. 

 

 

LEGAL FRAMEWORK  

 
EGYPTðM INISTRY HAS PREPARED NEW NGO LAW SAID TO BE VERY REPRESSIVE 

The Ministry of Social Solidarity has completed a draft for a new NGO law.  According 

to the latest leaked copy, the bill is more restrictive and draconian than repressive law 

already in place.  The new bill is expected to pass into law with the approval of the 

government parliamentary majority in the coming month.  A press release by 41 NGOs 

published on the Euro-Med Human Rights Network website suggests that the haste to 

http://www.forum18.org/
http://www.forum18.org/
http://ffrf.org/uploads/legal/SummaryJudgementGeitner.PDF
http://ffrf.org/uploads/legal/SummaryJudgementGeitner.PDF
http://en.euromedrights.org/index.php/feed/index.1.rss


pass the bill is attributable to a desire to undermine civil society efforts to monitor the 

upcoming parliamentary and presidential elections.  Following the abolition of judicial 

supervision of elections in the last round of constitutional amendments and the 

governmentôs refusal to allow international monitors, this step will facilitate further 

dishonest elections conducted without any meaningful oversight.  Some articles of the 

new bill aim to limit the activities of human rights organizations or shut them down 

completely by criminalizing all forms of unregistered civic organization.  The bill 

promises to institute unprecedented control over civil society worse than the crackdown 

that followed the July 1952 revolution which nationalized political, partisan, syndicate 

and civic action.  It is clear that goal of the bill is to tighten the stranglehold on NGOs 

and other civic organizations. 

 

ISRAELðNEW LAW PROPOSED IN KNESSET 

On April 28, 2010, 19 Knesset members from both the coalition and opposition proposed 

a law that would forbid the registration of organizations ñif there is a reasonable basis to 

conclude that the organization is providing information to foreign bodies or is involved in 

lawsuits abroad against senior officials in the government in Israel and/or officers in the 

Israeli army regarding war crimes.ò  Existing organizations found to engage in such 

activity would be shut down.  A group of ten Israeli human rights organizations has 

published a response to the bill, saying that it ñviolates international treaties and the 

Universal Declaration on Human Rights,ò and that it ñseeks to conceal information or 

suspicions of a crime.ò  An English translation of the law is available here.  More 

information about the legal developments is available here. 

 
NEW ZEALANDðHIGH COURT HOLDS COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATIONS 

ARE NOT CHARITIES  

In Canterbury Development Corporation and related cases, the High Court of New 

Zealand held that development organizations did not qualify as charities under the ñfourth 

headò of charity (purposes beneficial to the community) on the theory that they provided 

too much private benefit.  Such entities also did not qualify as educational or charitable, 

other possible interpretations of their activities.  In doing so, the High Court upheld the 

denial of charitable status by New Zealandôs Charities Commission.  

 
U.S.ð 

 

¶ MARYLAND BECOMES FIRST STATE TO CREATE NEW ñFOR-BENEFIT 

CORPORATIONò 

The Chronicle of Philanthropy reports that Maryland Governor Martin O'Malley 

signed into law legislation that creates a new "benefit corporation," a new type of 

entity that confers benefit both to its shareholders and the society as a whole.  

Also described as "socially responsible," these corporations' directors 

must consider how their decisions and the corporation's activities will affect 

constituencies other than its shareholders, which includes employees, the 

environment, and the local community.  As reported by the Chronicle, Vermont's 

Senate recently passed a bill to create a "for-benefit corporation," with similarities 

to the new Maryland corporation.  According to the Philadelphia Inquirer, similar 

http://www.stoptorture.org.il/files/Law_Proposal.pdf
http://www.jnews.org.uk/news/israeli-law-proposal-outlaw-organisations-reporting-on-violations
http://www.charities.govt.nz/guidance/Published_decisions/Canterbury_Development_Corporation.pdf
http://www.charities.govt.nz/
http://philanthropy.com/blogPost/Maryland-Creates-New-Type-of/23138/
http://www.leg.state.vt.us/docs/2010/bills/intro/S-263.pdf
http://www.philly.com/philly/business/20100415_Maryland_adopts_new_socially_aware_corporation_law.html


legislation is being considered in six states other than Vermont.  Although these 

new corporations are not nonprofit or not-for-profit corporations with a statutory 

non-distribution constraint, they do blur the lines somewhat on choice-of-entity 

considerations.  These for-benefit corporations clearly provide entrepreneurs with 

the ability to achieve some of the societal benefits of not-for- profit corporations 

while retaining the profit potential of business corporations. 

 

¶ NEW YORK ATTORNEY GENERAL SUES TO SHUT DOWN SHAM CHARITIES  

New York Attorney General Andrew Cuomo announced a lawsuit filed by his 

office to eliminate a ñshamò charity, Coalition for Breast Cancer Cures, Inc.  A 

temporary restraining order was issued by a state judge ordering the charity to 

cease all solicitations, collections, and any document destruction.  The charity is 

operated by a husband and wife and includes other members of their family.  The 

lawsuit claims that the couple spent over $500,000 of the charity's donations on 

extravagant shopping, travel, restaurants and other personal expenditures.  The 

lawsuit further alleges that the couple, along with their for-profit fundraising firm, 

falsely made solicitations and charged donors' credit cards without authorization 

on numerous occasions.  The couple was not authorized to solicit charitable 

solicitations in New York.  Despite their representations to the contrary, the 

purported charity was not properly registered under New York law or with the 

Internal Revenue Service as a tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c) (3).  

As with other charity scams, this case reinforces the importance of donors 

verifying that their donations are being legally solicited under the stateôs law and 

that the charity is properly created and registered both with the state and the 

Internal Revenue Service.  In a related development, the New York Times 

reports that Attorney General Andrew Cuomo filed a civil suit against New York 

Senate majority leader Pedro Espada Jr., alleging that he and his family 

misappropriated funds from a network of nonprofit clinics located in the 

Bronx that Mr. Espada found several decades ago.  The suit charges Mr. Espada 

and others with taking more than $14 million from the nonprofit health care 

network, Comprehensive Community Development Corporation (CCDC), to pay 

for extravagant meals, vacations, a Mercedes-Benz, and state office campaign 

expenses.  In addition, the lawsuit alleges that the CCDC board approved a $9 

million severance package to Mr. Espada, which is greater than the value of its net 

assets.  

 

¶ ANOTHER TYPE OF FEDERAL ENTITY ON THE HORIZON ? 

During a symposium ñIs All Charitable Giving Equal?ò hosted by the Catholic 

University of America, Columbus School of Law, Russell Sullivan, staff director 

for the Senate Finance Committee, raised an issue currently under consideration 

by Congress; the creation of a new type of entity somewhere between tax exempt 

not-for-profits and private taxable companies.  Mr. Sullivan referred to the new 

choice of entity as a ñfor-benefit corporation.ò  The Chronicle of Philanthropy 

reports that an example of the kind of company that falls into this in-between 

category are the state-based cooperatives being created to sell insurance under the 

new healthcare reform legislation.  These cooperatives are not state-owned 

http://www.ag.ny.gov/media_center/2010/apr/apr14b_10.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/04/21/nyregion/21espada.html?hpw
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/04/21/nyregion/21espada.html?hpw
http://www.ag.ny.gov/media_center/2010/apr/pdfs/Espada%20Complaint.pdf
http://www.law.edu/Spring-2010-Web-Stories/Should-Some-Giving-Matter-More-Than-Other-Giving.cfm
http://philanthropy.com/blogPost/Congress-Could-Consider/23134/?sid=&utm_source=&utm_medium=en


entities, but they are also not the usual private-sector profit-driven corporations.  

Mr. Sullivan stated that the issue is that the US tax code tries to put companies in 

one of two buckets, either for-profit and taxable, or not-for-profit and exempt.  

The problem is that profit and social good are less mutually exclusive than they 

once may have been and companies are blurring the lines more as the purposes for 

which they are organized become increasingly complex and as for-profit entities 

engage in more social responsibility types of activities.  In a related development, 

the Nonprofit Studies Program at Georgia State University hosted a symposium 

on corporate citizenship on April 22, 2010.  

 

 

M ISCELLANEOUS MATTERS 
 

AFGHANISTAN --REVIEW  

 
This document is intended to provide an overview of relevant sector events in 

Afghanistan on Economic Stabilization, Governance & Participation, Humanitarian 

Assistance, Infrastructure, Justice & Reconciliation, Security and Social Well-Being 

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWFiles2010.nsf/FilesByRWDocUnidFilename/MUMA-

84S2RN-full_report.pdf/ 

 

AFRICA --PEACEBUILDING IN POST-COLD WAR AFRICA : PROBLEMS , PROGRESS, AND 

PROSPECTS 

 
The Centre for Conflict Resolution (CCR), Cape Town; the Centre for Strategic Studies 

(CSS), University of Botswana; and the Centre of African Studies (CAS) at the 

University of Cambridge co-hosted a research and policy seminar in Gaborone, Botswana 

from 25 to 28 August 2009 on the theme ñPeacebuilding in Africaò.  The meeting 

discussed the interplay between local, regional and global forces in relation to 

peacebuilding challenges in Africa.  It focused on six key themes: the theory and practice 

of peacebuilding in Africa; strengthening the security sector; justice and human rights; 

http://lawprofessors.typepad.com/nonprofit/2010/04/georgia-state-hosts-forum-on-social-enterprise-and-social-change-should-nonprofits-embrace-business.html
http://lawprofessors.typepad.com/nonprofit/2010/04/georgia-state-hosts-forum-on-social-enterprise-and-social-change-should-nonprofits-embrace-business.html
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWFiles2010.nsf/FilesByRWDocUnidFilename/MUMA-84S2RN-full_report.pdf/$File/full_report.pdf
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWFiles2010.nsf/FilesByRWDocUnidFilename/MUMA-84S2RN-full_report.pdf/$File/full_report.pdf
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWFiles2010.nsf/FilesByRWDocUnidFilename/MUMA-84S2RN-full_report.pdf/$File/full_report.pdf
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/CCR_PeacebuildingPostColdWarAfrica.pdf
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/CCR_PeacebuildingPostColdWarAfrica.pdf


gender and peacebuilding; pan- African institutions; and global institutions and 

ideologies.  Case studies were also presented on Central Africa and the Great Lakes; 

West Africa; Southern Africa; and Eastern Africa. The term ñpeacebuildingò has gained 

currency in recent years especially since its entry into public use through the United 

Nations (UN). Egyptian UN Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghaliôs seminal 1992 

report, An Agenda for Peace, defined peacebuilding largely in relation to a conflict 

continuum. Peacebuilding is increasingly seen and understood as a multifaceted concept 

that includes the process of strengthening the political, security, socio-economic and 

transitional justice dimensions of societies emerging from conflict. 

http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/CCR_PeacebuildingPostColdWarAfr

ica.pdf  

 

Chinað 

 

¶ NGOs Permitted to Assist with Yushu Earthquake Relief and Recovery 

Efforts  

 

Wu Hong/Xinhua, via Associated Press 

The rubble near a destroyed building after an earthquake at Jiegu Town in Yushu county, a Tibetan autonomous 

prefecture in western Qinghai Province of northwest China. 

 

On April 14th 2010 several earthquakes struck the Yushu Tibetan Autonomous 

Prefecture in Qinghai province, the largest of which had a magnitude of 7.1.  

Initial eyewitness reports from the prefecture government seat Jiegu (Jyekundo) 

speak of extensive damage to houses and many wounded and dead.  Official 

figures at time of writing are over 600 dead and 8,000 wounded, with more 

casualties expected because of the extreme cold and the winds.  The Ministry of 

Civil Affairs said about 15,000 houses had collapsed and 100,000 people need to 

be relocated.  The area sits at around 4,000 metres (13,000 feet) and is very poor.  

The Yushu Prefecture government has requested aid in the form of medical 

http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/CCR_PeacebuildingPostColdWarAfrica.pdf
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/CCR_PeacebuildingPostColdWarAfrica.pdf


personnel, medical supplies, and temporary shelters (i.e., tents and blankets).  

Additional supplies and medical teams will be sent once an operations base has 

been established in Yushu.  There is already a solid network of medical personnel 

in China prepared to depart for Yushu, and gifts of cash are the easiest and 

quickest way that one can help out.  Gifts of supplies are more difficult and time 

consuming to receive, and most supplies needed can be bought in the provincial 

capital, Xining.  Sichuan Quake Relief (SQR) is sending a team from Chengdu to 

work with the Yushu prefectural government and locally based NGO Plateau 

Perspectives to carry out wider needs assessments and help coordinate NGO relief 

activity.  Updates will be posted on the SQR website and at dedicated website 

yushuearthquake.com (mirrored at yushuearthquakerelief.com).  Other NGOs that 

are involved include Qinghai Earthquake Appeal (QEA).  Funds will be allocated 

to local NGOs that are involved in emergency response and relief efforts.  They 

need to buy medical supplies, tents, blankets, food, and water, etc.  Supplies need 

to be purchased in Xining and nearby cities and delivered by trucks to Yushu.  

See www.Tibetanvillageproject.org for updates and to make donations. 

 

¶ PKU WOMENôS CENTER DISAFFILIATED WITH UNIVERSITY ; TO CONTINUE 

WORK AS A LAW FIRM  PROVIDING LEGAL AID  

In a notice posted on the web, Peking University (PKU) has said that four 

previously affiliated centers at the law school will no longer be affiliated with it.  

Of these, the Womenôs Law Center, a legal aid organization, has attracted the 

most attention (the others seem to be noncontroversial).  Although some believe 

that its relationship with the University was cancelled due to its handling of 

sensitive cases, there is no suggestion that it will not be able to continue its work.  

Indeed, a law firm has already been registered by Guo Jianmei, the founder of the 

Center.  Plans of the Ministry of Justice and the Legal Aid Foundation (a 

GONGO) to set up a fund for organizations to apply for funding for legal aid 

clinics and other legal aid outreach are well underway.  

 

COMMONWEALTH --COMMONWEALTH DAY 2010: A MESSAGE FROM HER MAJESTY 

THE QUEEN, HEAD OF THE COMMONWEALTH  

http://sichuan-quake-relief.org/favicon.ico
http://yushuearthquake.com/
http://yushuearthquakerelief.com/
http://www.tibetanvillageproject.org/
http://justice.fyfz.cn/favicon.ico
http://www.claf.com.cn/favicon.ico
http://www.claf.com.cn/favicon.ico
http://www.col.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/The_Queens_Commonwealth_Day_Message-8March2010.pdf
http://www.col.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/The_Queens_Commonwealth_Day_Message-8March2010.pdf


 
The document presents the message on the Commonwealth Day 2010 from Her Majesty 

The Queen, Head of the Commonwealth. 

http://www.col.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/The_Queens_Commonwealth_Day_Messa

ge-8March2010.pdf   
 

GLOBALð 

 

¶ WORLD REPORT 2010: HUMAN RIGHT WATCH  

 
This 20th annual World Report summarizes human rights conditions in more than 

90 countries and territories worldwide. It reflects extensive investigative work 

undertaken in 2009 by Human Rights Watch staff, usually in close partnership 

with human rights activists in the country in question.  

Every government is at times tempted to violate human rights, but the global 

human rights movement has made sure that abuse carries a price. Still, some 

http://www.col.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/The_Queens_Commonwealth_Day_Message-8March2010.pdf
http://www.col.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/The_Queens_Commonwealth_Day_Message-8March2010.pdf
http://zunia.org/uploads/media/knowledge/wr2010%5b1%5d1271143721.pdf


governments cannot resist trying to minimize that price by attacking human rights 

defenders, organizations, and institutions. The aim is to silence the messenger, to 

deflect pressure, to lessen the cost of committing human rights violations. 

http://zunia.org/uploads/media/knowledge/wr2010[1]1271143721.pdf   

 

NO COUNTRY LEFT BEHIND ? PERFORMANCE STANDARDS AND ACCOUNTABILITY IN US 

FOREIGN ASSISTANCE 

 
The accountability movement in public policy hails a new programme for US foreign 

assistance ï the Millennium Challenge Account established in 2004 with the aim of 

'picking winners' for grants among developing countries based on their demonstrated 

quality of governance. This article uses the MCA's own rating system to dispute its claim 

to know in advance which countries are best positioned to meet major development goals. 

High governance scores alone bear little or no relationship to growth in national income 

or decline in poverty. Attempting to measure public-policy performance limits the range 

of choice available to policy-makers, and may inadvertently limit true performance.  

Development Policy Review 28 (1), by Arthur A. Goldsmith 

http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/journal/123209047/abstract   

 

IFIôS--WHAT ARE THE MAIN CONCERNS AND CRITICISM S ABOUT THE WORLD BANK 

AND THE IMF ? 

 
"Criticism of the World Bank and the IMF encompasses a whole range of issues but they 

generally center around concern about the approaches adopted by the World Bank and 

the IMF in formulating their policies.  This includes the social and economic impact these 

http://zunia.org/uploads/media/knowledge/wr2010%5b1%5d1271143721.pdf
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/journal/123209047/abstract
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/journal/123209047/abstract
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/journal/123209047/abstract
http://www.brettonwoodsproject.org/item.shtml?x=320869
http://www.brettonwoodsproject.org/item.shtml?x=320869


policies have on the population of countries who avail themselves of financial assistance 

from these two institutions." 

http://www.brettonwoodsproject.org/item.shtml?x=320869   

 

INDIA --TORTURE IN INDIA 2010 

 
 ñTorture in India 2010ò highlights that taking 2000-2001 as the base year, custodial 

deaths have increased by 41.66% persons under the United Progressive Alliance (UPA) 

government between 2004-2005 and 2007-2008. This includes 70.72% increase of deaths 

in prison custody and 12.60% increase of deaths in police custod. The Prevention of 

Torture Bill, 2008 was highly flawed and the government has failed to indicate that its 

revised version (2010) addresses the flaws to fully comply with the obligations under the 

UNCAT. 

http://www.achrweb.org/reports/india/torture2010.pdf   

 

IRANðLEADER HOLDS MEETING TO DISCUSS CONTINUING OPPOSITION TO REGIME  

The New York Times reports that Iranôs opposition leader renewed his campaign for 

resistance in a meeting with sympathetic politicians.  It was his first public act of defiance 

since the Iranian New Year on March 21, when the authorities boasted that they had 

quelled the protest movement for good.  The opposition leader, Mir Hussein Moussavi, 

told the politicians, a small group of reformists in Parliament, that dissent went beyond 

street protests and that the Iranian establishment continued to lose legitimacy.  The 

meeting was reported by the opposition Web site Iran Green Voice.  No location was 

given.  ñOne of the problems is that the government thinks that it has ended the dissent by 

ending the street protests,ò Mr. Moussavi said.  He said that people had lost confidence in 

the establishment because of widespread corruption, incompetence and mismanagement 

in the 10 months since he lost the presidential election in June to the incumbent, 

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, in a suspiciously lopsided vote that Mr. Moussavi said had been 

rigged.  ñI would have given into the fraudulent election results if the government had 

shown signs of competence,ò Mr. Moussavi said. ñBut we did not see that.ò  

 

http://www.brettonwoodsproject.org/item.shtml?x=320869
http://www.achrweb.org/reports/india/torture2010.pdf
http://www.achrweb.org/reports/india/torture2010.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/04/09/world/middleeast/09iran.html?ref=world
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/m/mir_hussein_moussavi/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://www.irangreenvoice.com/
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/a/mahmoud_ahmadinejad/index.html?inline=nyt-per


ISRAEL--TURNING A BLIND EYE 

 
This 62-page report details the steps both Israel and Hamas have taken over the past year 

to investigate alleged violations of the laws of war and possible war crimes, and how 

those investigations have fallen far short of international legal standards. 

http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/iopt0410webwcover_0.pdf   

 

PALESTINE --SECURITY FOR PEACE: SETTING THE CONDITIONS FOR A PALESTINIAN 

STATE  

 
As the Obama Administration continues its efforts to broker a peace agreement between 

Israel and the Palestinians, this report looks beyond the issues of the day and focuses on 

what an international peacekeeping force to defend a two-state solution might look like. 

Though no individual case study can replicate the challenges of the Middle East, the 

authors extract lessons learned from other peacekeeping operations - including military 

and political lessons -that could be applicable. Editor and contributing author Andrew 

Exum writes, ñThere should be no doubt that peacekeeping in a future Palestinian state 

would be fraught with difficulties, not simply because of the unique history and 

circumstances of the region but also because the international record of such operations is 

mixed. As this project makes clear, policymakers should tread cautiously when 

considering such an option. Any initiative to broker peace in the Middle East carries risk, 

but the more risks policymakers and leaders understand beforehand, the better prepared 

they will be to mitigate and manage them.ò Security for Peace takes an ñend-aroundò 

approach to the problems of the Levant, imagining the goal ï the establishment of a 

future Palestinian state ï and asking what kind of security arrangement would be 

necessary to serve as a facilitator for such a state. 

http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/CNAS_SecurityForPeaceSettingThe

ConditionsForAPalestinianState.pdf   
 

http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/iopt0410webwcover_0.pdf
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/iopt0410webwcover_0.pdf
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/CNAS_SecurityForPeaceSettingTheConditionsForAPalestinianState.pdf
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/CNAS_SecurityForPeaceSettingTheConditionsForAPalestinianState.pdf
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/CNAS_SecurityForPeaceSettingTheConditionsForAPalestinianState.pdf
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/CNAS_SecurityForPeaceSettingTheConditionsForAPalestinianState.pdf


TIBETðYUSHU EARTHQUAKE -RELATED DEVELOPMENTS  

Times Online reports that the leading Tibetan intellectual, a writer, publisher and 

philosopher long seen as close to Chinaôs ruling Communist Party, has been arrested after 

organizing private donations for this monthôs earthquake in Yushu.  Tra Gyal, better 

known by his penname of Zhogs Dung, was detained in Xining, capital of the western 

province of Qinghai, where the April 14, 2010 tremor killed more than 2,000 people, 

Tibetan sources said.  Half a dozen police picked him up from his office at the Qinghai 

Nationalities Publishing House, took him to his home and carried out a meticulous search 

of his study, taking him away at about 10.00pm.  The officers returned in the early hours 

of the morning and removed two computers, written documents and pictures and came 

back again at about 3.30am to show the writerôs wife a formal arrest warrant for her 

husband.  Other sources attribute his arrest to the fact that a group of prominent Tibetan 

intellectuals based in Qinghaiôs Xining province had written an open letter of condolence 

to the victims of the disaster. Shogdung was one of the signatories of this open letter (in 

his real name Tra Gyal) and it was published on his blog.  The open letter expresses 

condolences and at the same time is critical of the Chinese government in their handling 

of the earthquake relief efforts.  In a related development, Buddhist monks who had been 

delivering most of the aid to earthquake victims in its immediate aftermath were asked to 

return home so that professionals could offer aid, according to the New York Times.  

 

U.S.ðMUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART (MOCA)  ORDERED TO REVAMP BUDGET 

PRACTICES ; TRUSTEES TO RECEIVE FIDUCIARY TRAINING  

The Los Angeles Times reported that the California Attorney Generalôs office determined 

that the Museum of Contemporary Art skirted state law for years, on its way to financial 

meltdown in late 2008, and ordered the museum to hire a consultant to help improve its 

financial management.  The attorney general also required MOCA board members to 

receive special training in their fiduciary duties.  The findings and ñrequired corrective 

actionsò were included in a two-page letter to MOCA last November.  The Attorney 

Generalòs office provided it to The Times after repeated inquiries.  Overspending and 

investment losses drained MOCAôs investment portfolio from a peak of $38.2 million in 

mid-2000 to $5 million in December 2008.  It has rebounded to $14.2 million as of 

March 31, museum officials said, fueled largely by fresh donations.  Belinda Johns, 

senior assistant attorney general for charitable trusts, concluded that ñunreasonably 

enthusiastic expectationsò by museum management led to overspending and that the 

board apparently was not informed in time to act when budget deficits loomed.  Johns 

also found that MOCA did not follow the law when it paid general expenses from 

endowment funds that were restricted for specific uses. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

LOOKING FORWARD TO TH E CIVICUS  WORLD ASSEMBLY 2010 

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/asia/article7108169.ece
http://www.highpeakspureearth.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/04/24/world/asia/24quake.html
http://articles.latimes.com/2010/apr/16/entertainment/la-et-moca-20100417
http://zunia.org/post/looking-forward-to-the-civicus-world-assembly-2010/


 
This year the CIVICUS World Assembly returns to Canada after 9 years. Montreal will 

host the next 3 World Assemblies from 2010-2012, the first of which will take place from 

20-23 August this year. Those of you who have participated in previous World 

Assemblies know that they are the most significant global gathering of civil society, 

donors, government, international institutions, business and media seeking collaborative 

ways to strengthen the rights of citizens everywhere to exist, express and more...  

 

 

RESOURCES 
 

YOUTH EXCLUSION , VIOLENCE , CONFLICT AND FRAGILE STATES 

 
humansecuritygateway.com ï 

The objectives of the study are: (i) To scope out existing evidence and analysis on the 

links between youth exclusion, violence, conflict and fragile states and distil this 

information to enable DFID (and partners) to better understand the implications for 

poverty elimination, state and community-building, peace-building, Disarmament, 

Demobilization and Reintegration (DDR) and conflict prevention, in order to address the 

issues more effectively in policy and programs; (ii) To develop a conceptual framework 

that renders this information manageable while still reflecting the many dimensions of 

this issue. The study involved a desk-based literature review and consultations with a 

small number of key informants from DFID, other donors, academia and youth groups. 

This study focuses mainly on people aged 15-24, but conceptualizes ñyouthò as a 

http://zunia.org/post/looking-forward-to-the-civicus-world-assembly-2010/
http://zunia.org/post/looking-forward-to-the-civicus-world-assembly-2010/
http://zunia.org/post/looking-forward-to-the-civicus-world-assembly-2010/
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http://zunia.org/post/looking-forward-to-the-civicus-world-assembly-2010/
http://zunia.org/post/looking-forward-to-the-civicus-world-assembly-2010/
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/GSDRC_YouthExclusionViolenceConflictAndFragileStates.pdf
http://zunia.org/source/humansecuritygateway.com/?tx_dgcontent_pi1%5Btt_news%5D=300189&cHash=99e55de9dc


transitional stage in life between childhood and adulthood rather than as a rigid construct 

based on age. It recognizes the diversity of youth by gender, class, ethnicity and focuses 

on the multiple dimensions of exclusion that systematically disadvantage youth. 

STUDY : MEDIAN WEALTH FOR SINGLE BLACK WOMEN : $100, SINGLE HISPANIC 

WOMEN : $120, SINGLE WHITE WOMEN : $41,000 

 
The Insight Center for Community Economic Development released a report on the 

gender wealth gap to mark International Womenôs Day. The report found nearly half of 

all single black and Hispanic women have zero or negative wealth, meaning their debts 

exceed all of their assets. The median wealth for single black women is only $100; for 

single Hispanic women, $120. This compares to just over $41,000 for single white 

women. We speak with the chief author of the report, Mariko Lin Chang and C. Nicole 

Mason, Executive Director of the Women of Color Policy Network. [includes rush 

transcript] 

http://www.democracynow.org/2010/3/12/study_median_wealth_for_single_black   
 

AID EFFECTIVENESS AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT : UNDERSTANDING THE L INK BETWEEN 

GOVERNANCE AND DEVELO PMENT  

http://www.democracynow.org/2010/3/12/study_median_wealth_for_single_black
http://www.democracynow.org/2010/3/12/study_median_wealth_for_single_black
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http://www.cities-localgovernments.org/upload/doc_publications/9243688416_%28EN%29_uclgpositionpaperen.pdf


 
The document consists of three parts: the Position Paper with political recommendations, 

a Technical Background Paper providing arguments to support the recommendations and 

more in-depth views on the key issues. In addition, a number of illustrative case studies 

have been included to demonstrate the effectiveness of aid delivery in the local 

government sector. The paper, which through the various consultation rounds received 

contributions from UCLG members and partners, emphasizes the need for the full 

acknowledgement of local and regional governments as development partners occupying 

an equitable place in the international Aid Effectiveness debates. It highlights the 

limitations of the Paris Declaration aid effectiveness principles in addressing local level 

development and sets out recommendations for the international community, as well as 

national, regional and local governments. 

http://www.cities-

localgovernments.org/upload/doc_publications/9243688416_%28EN%29_uclgpositionpa

peren.pdf   

 

THE IMPACT OF VIOLENT CONFLICT ON CHILD HEALTH : WHAT ARE THE CHANNELS? 

http://www.cities-localgovernments.org/upload/doc_publications/9243688416_%28EN%29_uclgpositionpaperen.pdf
http://www.cities-localgovernments.org/upload/doc_publications/9243688416_%28EN%29_uclgpositionpaperen.pdf
http://www.cities-localgovernments.org/upload/doc_publications/9243688416_%28EN%29_uclgpositionpaperen.pdf
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/MICROCON_TheImpactOfViolentConflictOnChildHealth_WhatAreTheChannels.pdf


 
Child health during and after violent conflicts has been a priority for both policymakers 

and academics, as ill health in early life can be impossible to make up for in later life, and 

has important effects on education and adult wages. In order for policy interventions to 

mitigate health impacts, it is essential to understand the channels through which conflict 

impacts on child health. This briefing uses empirical results of research in Burundi and 

Rwanda to identify these channels. It outlines the policy implications of these findings, 

arguing that policymakers should prioritize interventions to rebuild agricultural capacity 

and improve sanitation conditions and nutrition in displacement camps. 

http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/MICROCON_TheImpactOfViolentC

onflictOnChildHealth_WhatAreTheChannels 

 

Customary International Humanitarian Law  

 

 

http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/MICROCON_TheImpactOfViolentConflictOnChildHealth_WhatAreTheChannels.pdf
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/MICROCON_TheImpactOfViolentConflictOnChildHealth_WhatAreTheChannels.pdf
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/DNEO-84HGXZ/$file/icrc-cihl-I-eng2009.pdf?openelement


This publication is the result of a major international study into current state practice in 

international humanitarian law in order to identify customary law in this area. Presented 

in two volumes, it analyzes the customary rules of IHL and contains a detailed summary 

of relevant state practice throughout the world. In the absence of ratifications of 

important treaties in this area, this is a publication of major importance, which identifies 

the common core of international humanitarian law binding on all parties to all armed 

conflicts. 

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/DNEO-84HGXZ/$file/icrc-cihl-I-

eng2009.pdf?openelement   

 

TRADING CORPORATE PROFITS FOR PEOPLESô RIGHTS  

 
"Extensive documentation of the operations of the European transnational corporations in 

Latin America and the Caribbean and their systematic abuses of human rights is brought 

to the attention of European policy makers in the European Parliament Hearing held in 

Brussels on November 18, 2009." 

http://www.tni.org/sites/www.tni.org/files/download/eulactncs.pdf   

 

0   
HUMANITARIAN NEGOTIATIONS WITH ARMED GROUPS: A MANUAL FOR 

PRACTITIONERS  

 
Humanitarian negotiations are those negotiations undertaken by civilians engaged in 

managing, coordinating and providing humanitarian assistance and protection for the 

purposes of: (i) ensuring the provision of protection and humanitarian assistance to 

vulnerable populations; (ii) preserving humanitarian space; and (iii) promoting better 

respect for international law.  This manual provides guidance on humanitarian 

negotiations with non- State armed groups and is intended for use by humanitarian, 

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/DNEO-84HGXZ/$file/icrc-cihl-I-eng2009.pdf?openelement
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/DNEO-84HGXZ/$file/icrc-cihl-I-eng2009.pdf?openelement
http://www.tni.org/sites/www.tni.org/files/download/eulactncs.pdf
http://www.tni.org/sites/www.tni.org/files/download/eulactncs.pdf
http://ochaonline.un.org/humanitariannegotiations/Documents/Manual.pdf
http://ochaonline.un.org/humanitariannegotiations/Documents/Manual.pdf


development and human rights organizations and by humanitarian personnel tasked with 

conducting these negotiations. 

http://ochaonline.un.org/humanitariannegotiations/Documents/Manual.pdf   

 

SHORT OF GENERAL WAR: PERSPECTIVES ON THE USE OF M ILITARY POWER IN THE 

21ST CENTURY  

 
At the end of the first decade of the 21st century, the United States is involved in two 

ongoing wars, faces a significant international terrorist threat, and is witnessing an 

escalation of international resistance to its leadership of the global world order. Looking 

out to 2025, many see the potential for a prolonged period of instability as a result of 

competing economic models, demographics, the rise of new international actors and the 

resurgence old ones, climate change, and the scarcity of resources. The range of stability 

challenges will stretch the capabilities of any military force structure and require 

innovative thinking on the part of policymakers and military professionals alike on the 

appropriate development and use of the military element of power. In this anthology, 16 

students of the U.S. Army War College Class of 2008 offer their perspectives on the use 

of military power across the spectrum of conflict in the 21st century, short of or following 

general war, and provide insights into the necessary force structure, policy, strategy, and 

doctrinal approaches for future success. Beyond a focus on operations short of general 

war, these writings share in common a worthwhile idea or set of ideas that can materially 

contribute to how the U.S. military can best conduct full spectrum operations. 

Collectively, these essays reveal the innovative thinking and diversity and depth of 

thought of the U.S. and foreign military and civilian agency personnel that comprise each 

student body at the U.S. Army War College as they prepare themselves to become senior 

leaders and fulfill their roles in their militaries or agencies. 

http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/SSI_ShortOfGeneralWarPerspectives

OnTheUseOfMilitaryPowerIn21stCentury.pdf   

 

DIGEST OF TERRORIST CASES 

 
The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) brought together senior 

criminal justice expertsðincluding Attorney-Generals and Chief Prosecutorsðto share 

experiences and good practices on how to deal with terrorism cases. The outcome is this 

Digest of Terrorist Cases, giving policymakers and criminal justice officials practical 

http://ochaonline.un.org/humanitariannegotiations/Documents/Manual.pdf
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/SSI_ShortOfGeneralWarPerspectivesOnTheUseOfMilitaryPowerIn21stCentury.pdf
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/SSI_ShortOfGeneralWarPerspectivesOnTheUseOfMilitaryPowerIn21stCentury.pdf

