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CITIZEN PARTICIPATION AND FREEDOM OF INFORMATION

BRAZIL--ICTs AND CITIZENS’ TRUST IN GOVERNMENT

“This study looks into the relationship in Brazil between ICT use in voting mechanisms
and citizen trust in government. The electronic voting system of Brazil is widely trusted
by the citizens of the country and international observers as an efficient and reliable
mechanism of producing elections results that accurately represent the choices of the
electorate.” http://www.ifipwg94.org.br/fullpapers/R0098-1.pdf

GLOBAL—

WIKILEAKS

WikiLeaks is a multi-jurisdictional public service designed to protect
whistleblowers, journalists and activists who have sensitive materials to
communicate to the public. Since July 2007, it has been available across the globe
to obtain, publish and defend such materials, and, also, to fight in the legal and
political spheres for the broader principles on which the work is based: the
integrity of our common historical record and the rights of all peoples to create
new history.

http://wikileaks.org/

THE 2010 UNITED NATIONS E-GOVERNMENT SURVEY: LEVERAGING E-
GOVERNMENT AT A TIME OF FINANCIAL AND ECONOMIC CRISIS.

This report presents various roles for e-government in addressing the ongoing
world financial and economic crisis. The public trust that is gained through
transparency can be further enhanced through the free sharing of government data
based on open standards. The ability of e-government to handle speed and
complexity can also underpin regulatory reform. While technology is no
substitute for good policy, it may give citizens the power to question the actions
of regulators and bring systemic issues to the fore. Similarly, e-government can
add agility to public service delivery to help governments respond to an expanded
set of demands even as revenues fall short. Since the last edition of the survey, in
2008, governments have made great strides in development of online services,


http://wikileaks.org/
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especially in middle-income countries. The costs associated with
telecommunication infrastructure and human capital continue to impede e-
government development. However, effective strategies and legal frameworks can
compensate significantly, even in least developed countries. Those who are able
to harness the potential of expanded broadband access in developed regions and
mobile cellular networks in developing countries to advance the UN development
agenda have much to gain going forward.
http://unpanl.un.org/intradoc/groups/public/documents/un/unpan038851.pdf

e TopriC GUIDE ON COMMUNICATIONS AND GOVERNANCE

TOPMC GUIDE ON

COMMUNICATIONS
AND GOVERNANCE

il commo: @l«

The role of communications in supporting democratic development and stimulating
economic growth is an essential part of the so-called ‘good governance’ agenda.
However, the available research has been fragmented across multiple disciplines with
often conflicting priorities, including political science, communications, media studies,
and development studies. There has also been little practical guidance available to
policymakers on understanding and using communications in governance reform. This
new guide highlights the major critical debates surrounding the relationship between
communications, government accountability and responsiveness, and state-society
relations in developing countries. It also highlights practical guidance, lessons learned
and case studies on supporting the development of independent and plural media systems,
increasing access to information, and using communications tools in governance reform
processes across a range of contexts, including in fragile and conflict-affected states. The
guide was produced by the Governance and Social Development Resource Centre
(GSDRC) in collaboration with the World Bank's Communication for Governance and
Accountability Program (CommGAP). It is available free in both html and pdf formats.
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http://www.gsdrc.org/go/topic-guides/communications-and-governance

PHILIPPINES—FOI BiLL FAILS IN HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

According to freedomInfo.org, the House of Representatives was unable to pass a
Freedom of Information Act because not enough congressmen showed up, according to a
new report today at FreedomInfo.org. The failure to obtain a quorum on the last day of
the congressional session appears to end the high hopes of activists, although several
news accounts noted that a few last-ditch options are being discussed.

FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION AND PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY

U.S.—S. CT. RULES THAT VIEWPOINT NEUTRAL REQUIREMENT DOES NOT VIOLATE

FIRST AMENDMENT RIGHT OF CHRISTIAN LEGAL SOCIETY

The Supreme Court today ruled, 5-4, that the UC-Hastings could constitutionally require

the law school's Christian Legal Society to accept as members students who do not share

CLS's religious views on sexual orientation. Christian Legal Society v. Martinez, No.

08-1371 (June 28, 2010). From Justice Ginsburg’s majority opinion:
In the view of petitioner Christian Legal Society (CLS), an accept-all-comers
policy impairs its First Amendment rights to free speech, expressive association,
and free exercise of religion by prompting it, on pain of relinquishing the
advantages of recognition, to accept members who do not share the organization’s
core beliefs about religion and sexual orientation. From the perspective of
respondent Hastings College of the Law (Hastings or the Law School), CLS seeks
special dispensation from an across the-board open-access requirement designed
to further the reasonable educational purposes underpinning the school’s student-
organization program.
In accord with the District Court and the Court of Appeals, we reject CLS’s First
Amendment challenge. Compliance with Hastings’ all-comers policy, we
conclude, is a reasonable, viewpoint-neutral condition on access to the student-
organization forum. In requiring CLS—in common with all other student
organizations—to choose between welcoming all students and forgoing the
benefits of official recognition, we hold, Hastings did not transgress constitutional
limitations. CLS, it bears emphasis, seeks not parity with other organizations, but
a preferential exemption from Hastings’ policy. The First Amendment shields
CLS against state prohibition of the organization’s expressive activity, however
exclusionary that activity may be. But CLS enjoys no constitutional right to state
subvention of its selectivity.


The%20House%20of%20Representatives%20in%20the%20Philippines%20on%20June%204%20was%20unable%20to%20pass%20a%20Freedom%20of%20Information%20Act%20because%20not%20enough%20congressmen%20showed%20up,%20according%20to%20a%20new%20report%20today%20at%20FreedomInfo.org.%20The%20failure%20to%20obtain%20a%20quorum%20on%20the%20last%20day%20of%20the%20congressional%20session%20appears%20to%20end%20the%20high%20hopes%20of%20activists,%20although%20several%20news%20accounts%20noted%20that%20a%20few%20last-ditch%20options%20are%20being%20discussed.
http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/09pdf/08-1371.pdf
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FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

TUNISIA—INDEPENDENT JUDICIARY NEEDED TO PROTECT PRESS FREEDOM

Tunisia needs a truly independent judiciary to combat its worsening record on human
rights and treatment of prisoners of opinion, said the IFEX Tunisia Monitoring Group
(IFEX-TMGQ), a coalition of 20 IFEX members, after its seventh mission to the country
from 25 April to 6 May. The IFEX-TMG gathered in Beirut on 6 June 2010 to launch its
latest report: “Behind the Fagade: How a Politicised Judiciary and Administrative
Sanctions Undermine Tunisian Human Rights.” The launch came as part of the Arab
Free Press Forum hosted by the World Association of Newspapers and News Publishers
(WAN-IFRA), an IFEX-TMG member. “The report reveals how the legal system in
Tunisia can be abused and manipulated by the authorities to silence critical opinion,” said
Rohan Jayasekera of Index on Censorship, current chair of the IFEX-TMG. “Only a truly
independent legal system - from courthouse lawyers to supreme court judges - can protect
constitutionally guaranteed human rights.”

FREEDOM OF RELIGION AND BELIEF

UusS—

¢ VIRGINIA SUPREME COURT OVERTURNS LOWER COURT IN RELIGIOUS
PROPERTY CASE
The State Supreme Court has against nine conservative congregations that split
from the Episcopal Church and tried to take their church properties with them.
The Episcopal Church and the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia fought hard in court
to retain the properties, worth tens of millions of dollars, in part to deter other
breakaway parishes from running off with their assets. The Supreme Court
unanimously dismissed the ruling of a lower court that had sided with the
conservatives in applying a law on how to divide church property when
congregations fracture. The decision is a blow to conservative Anglican break-
away parishes. But the battle is not over. The Supreme Court sent the case back
to a lower court to decide a different legal question: whether the denomination or
the parish actually owns the properties.

e OPPOSITION TO BUILDING OF MOSQUES IN U.S. CONTINUES
In the last few months, Muslim groups have encountered unexpectedly intense
opposition to their plans for opening mosques in Lower Manhattan, in Brooklyn
and most recently in an empty convent on Staten Island. Some opponents have
cited traffic and parking concerns. But the objections have focused
overwhelmingly on more intangible and volatile issues: fear of terrorism, distrust


http://www.ifex.org/tunisia/2010/06/09/judiciary_independence
http://www.ifex.org/tunisia/2010/06/09/judiciary_independence
http://www.courts.state.va.us/opinions/opnscvwp/1090682.pdf
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of Islam and a linkage of the two in opponents’ minds. “Wouldn’t you agree that
every terrorist, past and present, has come out of a mosque?” asked one woman
who stood up Wednesday night during a civic association meeting on Staten
Island to address representatives of a group that wants to convert a Roman
Catholic convent into a mosque in the Midland Beach neighborhood. “No,”
began Ayman Hammous, president of the Staten Island branch of the group, the
Muslim American Society — though the rest of his answer was drowned out by
catcalls and boos from among the 400 people who packed the gymnasium of a
community center. Yasmin Ammirato, president of the Midland Beach Civic
Association, which organized the meeting in an effort to dispel tensions, bellowed
into her portable microphone in the first of many efforts to keep control during the
subsequent three hours: “Excuse me! This is a civic association meeting!
Everybody have a little respect!”

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS

CHINA —

NEW REGULATIONS ANALYZED
Prof. Karla Simon has published a short, non-academic paper on the recent

developments (SAFE regulations on foreign grants and Yunnan regulations on
INGOs) regarding CSOs in China, which is now available on the ICCSL website.

NEW PHILANTHROPY RESEARCH INSTITUTE CREATED. Wang Zhenyao, the
head of China’s first philanthropic research institute, is calling on all Chinese
billionaires to donate a million yuan a year to charity. Wang says
multimillionaires should give a hundred thousand yuan annually. For the past two
decades, Wang worked in the Ministry of Civil Affairs. He is famous in China
for his efforts to help victims during the 2008 Sichuan Earthquake. He has also
promoted care for orphans and asked the government for more money for the
elderly. But Wang wants more than government support for China’s poor. He
wants professional, sustainable, private philanthropy to grow. Now he has left the
ministry to head the new Beijing Normal University One Foundation Philanthropy
Research Institute full-time. While Wang has long been a firm believer in the
importance of charity, one of his subordinates says that makes him “a rather
lonely person” in official circles, according to a 21st Century Business Herald
article. Charity is an emerging field in China, a sign of economic growth and a
response to rising inequality. Traditionally, financial assistance came either from
the state or from extended family networks. The Chinese government has long
spoken of “serving the people” and “serving society.” However, China lags


http://www.iccsl.org/pubs/China_Recent_Developments_June_10.pdf
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behind Western countries in private donations. The Chinese Civil Affairs
Development Report shows that the Ministry received 6.86 billion yuan (just
above $1 billion) in donations in 2009, reports a recent China News article.

e REPORT ON DIASPORA GIVING TO CHINA 2008-2009 CoMPLETED. The China
Charity Donation Information Center in partnership with Shanghai NPO
Development Center completed its report on Diaspora Giving to China 2008-2009
as part of APPC’s Diaspora Philanthropy Grants. The grants provided seed
money for specific research activities that lead to making operational databases
that will map out the dynamic relationships being cultivated from the giving end
to the receiving end. These grants were awarded to organizations in China,
Pakistan, the Philippines and Bangladesh in July 2009 to conduct various database
studies on Diaspora giving to home communities, as follow up work to APPC’s
2008 regional conference “Diaspora Giving: An Agent of Change in Asia Pacific
Communities?”

Highlights of China Report on Diaspora Giving

o Between 1 January 2008 and 30 June 2009, 24 provinces and
municipalities in Mainland China received Diaspora giving valued at
RMB 6.7 million from Hong Kong, Macao, Taiwan and overseas Chinese
around the world.

« Sichuan province received the most donations due to the Earthquake and
snow disaster in early 2008, receiving 37% of the total Diaspora giving to
China.

« Second biggest receiver was Beijing, receiving 19.6% of diaspora monies.
The city of Beijing houses majority of national charity organization
headquarters, such as the China Red Cross Society and China Charity
Federation.

« Individuals compose the largest composition of givers followed by
overseas Chinese groups and organizations and overseas Chinese
enterprises.

« Diaspora funds received in this period were allocated to disaster relief,
education, science and sports, poverty alleviation and development.

« Seeing the response of overseas Chinese, provincial and municipal
governments passed related overseas donation regulations, which provide
policy support and guarantees to further enhance the overseas Chinese
donations’ impact.

Email to info@asiapacificphilanthropy.org for more information.



mailto:info@asiapacificphilanthropy.org
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EUROPEAN UNION-- EUROPEAN AGENCY FOR FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS ANNUAL
REPORT 2010

The FRA 2010 Annual Report provides concrete and comparative data on the state of
human rights in the 27 EU Member States. It also provides advice to the EU institutions
and Member States. The Agency's surveys and studies undertaken in 2009 in particular
show that many equality bodies, national human rights institutions and data protection
authorities lack resources, are not independent enough, and often have very weak
mandates. Many separated asylum-seeking children disappear whilst their case is being
processed. LGBT persons suffer discrimination in areas of everyday life, such as at work
or in bars. Racism continues to be a part of everyday life for many immigrants and
minorities living in the EU, and the majority of EU Member States do not keep official
records of racist crime.

http://www.crin.org/docs/FRA_annual_report2010.pdf

GLOBAL—REPORT ON HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL
Curing the Selectivity Syndrome: The 2011 Review of the Human Rights Council

Curing the Selectivity Syndrome

The 3241 Brvbew ol che Momaas Rigex Counclt

This report examines the successes and failures of the Human Rights Council to date, and
finds significant gaps in the performance of its mandate. Human Rights Watch calls on
the Council to engage on all human rights situations that need its attention and to
overcome selectivity in its work. The 2011 review of the Council is an opportunity to
develop an array of approaches tailored to address human rights violations effectively
wherever they occur. At the same time, the Council is urged to "improve by doing” by
taking immediate steps to ratchet up the HRC's response to human rights violations,
rather than waiting for the 2011 review to address the Council's shortcomings.
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/hrc0610webwcover.pdf
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KENYA-- HUMANITY AS A WEAPON OF WAR: SUSTAINABLE SECURITY AND THE ROLE
OF THE U.S. |\/|II___ITARY

In the heat of the Kenyan summer just a few miles north of the equator, a U.S. Navy
Seabee detachment was working around the clock, digging a hole into the parched red
clay earth. The place: a speck of a hamlet called Shidley. The mission: to provide deep,
freshwater wells for marginalized nomadic communities. Few humanitarian activities in
this remote part of the world are as important as providing clean drinking water for
people and their livestock. In Shidley, water is life and American sailors had come ashore
to find it. Between February and June 2007, these dedicated Seabees drilled two wells.
The first, in a town called Rhea, struck brackish water and was unusable. The second, at
Shidley, was still being explored after weeks of futile results. Engineers from the Kenyan
army, dispatched to help the Americans find water for their countrymen, had abandoned
hope that the Shidley well would be productive. From the shade of their field tent, they
watched as the Seabees kept digging in the baking sun. While the Kenyans were
concerned about the expense of drilling a “dry” hole, money was no object for the
Americans. As the leader of the Seabee detachment said, “We’ll keep drilling ‘til we run
out of steel.”
http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2008/06/pdf/sustainable_security2.pdf
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Kosovo's WAR CRIMES TRIALS: AN ASSESSMENT TEN YEARS ON: 1999-2009

The purpose of this report is to review and assess how war crimes matters have been
addressed in the criminal justice system in Kosovo during the past ten years, following
the conflict of May 1998 - June 1999. Furthermore, it assesses the needs that still exist
and recommends ways the system can more effectively adjudicate war crimes cases. This
report covers the period from June 1999 to December 2009 in Kosovo. To date, several
individuals have been tried, or are still on trial, in the International Criminal Tribunal for
the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), for acts which arose, at least partially, from the armed
conflict in Kosovo. There were approximately 1,187 acts of suspected war crimes arising
from the conflict which UNMIK identified and handed over to EULEX, and an additional
50 cases which were handed over having been referred for indictment. The findings and
concerns of this report can be summarized as follows: there has been a systemic failure to
adjudicate war crimes cases. From the beginning, prioritizing war crimes cases has been
frequently the focus of public discourse, but it has been a priority in name only.
Sufficient resources have never been allocated to this goal. Nor were the decisions made
to place war crimes above other priorities. While it is true that there have been many
pressing needs in Kosovo from 1999 until now, the facts tell that addressing war crimes
has never been chief among them.
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/OSCE_KosovosWarCrimesTrials_A
nAssessmentTenYearsOn_1999-2009.pdf
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PAKISTAN--BEYOND MADRASAS: ASSESSING THE LINKS BETWEEN EDUCATION AND
MILITANCY

BEYOND MADRASAS
SING THE LINKS BETWEIN COUCATION AN

ASSES

Increasing educational attainment is likely to reduce conflict risk, especially in countries
like Pakistan that have very low levels of primary and secondary school enrollment. In a
new working paper, Brookings experts Rebecca Winthrop and Corinne Graff take a fresh
look at the connection between schools in Pakistan and the rising militancy across the
country.

http://www.brookings.edu/papers/2010/06_pakistan_education_winthrop.aspx

TIBET—HRW URGES CHINA TO RELEASE ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISTS

The Chinese government should immediately release two Tibetan environmentalists held
on trumped up charges for running an environmental group in their village, and should
drop charges made against their brother, Karma Samdrup, after he tried to protest their
detention, Human Rights Watch said. The two environmentalists, Jigme Namgyal and
Rinchen Samdrup, have been in detention in Tibet since August 2009. Karma Samdrup,
a prominent Tibetan environmental philanthropist, one of China’s leading collectors of
Tibetan art, and founder of the award-winning Three Rivers Environmental Protection
group, was seeking his brothers’ release and was himself arrested on January 3, 2010, on
charges of robbing graves that date back to 1998. His trial was initially scheduled for
June 1, but was postponed at the last minute without explanations from the court, which
has yet to set a new date for his trial. “These are test cases for the Chinese government,”
said Sophie Richardson, Asia advocacy director at Human Rights Watch. “These people
embody the characteristics the government says it wants in modern Tibetans —
economically successful, lending support to only approved cultural and environmental
pursuits, and apolitical — yet they, too, are being treated as criminals.”

10
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NEW ZEALAND—CHARITIES COMMISSION TABLES ITS STATEMENT OF INTENT IN
PARLIAMENT

The Charities Commission for New Zealand has tabled its Statement to Intent 2010-2013
in Parliament. It identifies the Commission’s three principal stakeholders: the public,
charities, and the government. The document outlines the way forward for the
Commission in the next three years setting out specific targets and expectations. To read
the document, visit the Charities Commission website

UK—

NEW GOVERNMENT APPOINTMENTS FOCUS ON CIVIL SOCIETY
The new U.K. Government has appointed Nick Hurd as the Minister for Civil
Society and Nat Wei as Government advisor on the Big Society in the House of
Lords, according to an announcement from the Cabinet Office. Charities Aid
Foundation’s (CAF’s) chief executive John Low has praised the new
government's focus on civil society. Speaking to Cabinet Office staff, Nick Hurd,
alongside the Minister for the Cabinet Office Francis Maude, has announced that
Government policy will focus on three fundamental issues:
e Making it easier to run a charity, social enterprise or
voluntary organisation
o Getting more resources into the sector: strengthening
its independence and resilience
e Making it easier for sector organisations to work
with the State
John Law stated as to Nat Wei that he is “encouraged that Nat Wei has been
elevated to the Lords to support Government’s development of the Big Society
agenda - his inspired leadership at Teach First amply demonstrates his ability to
harness the power of civil society and corporate engagement to make a lasting
difference in communities up and down the country.

11


https://mail.cua.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.charities.govt.nz/news/SOI_2010-2013.pdf
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U.K.--COMMON SENSE: REFLECTIONS ON THE HUMAN RIGHTS ACT
COMMON SENSE:
REFLECTIONS ON THE
HUMAN RIGHTS ACT

3 F.air :g Personal
= trials o Privacy
@ Equal treatment under the law
=2 Free speech
= No slavery No torture

Y

This pamphlet reproduces the first ten articles in the series, each of which attempt to
address one or more of these questions: What were the origins and intentions behind the
HRA? What were the historical developments which led up to its introduction? Was there
single or multi-party support for this legislation? Is the HRA a bill of rights by any other
name or is it merely the technical incorporation of the European Convention on Human
Rights into UK law? Is the HRA solely aimed at enhancing the liberty of the individual
against the state or does it also require the state to provide protection and support for
vulnerable individuals and groups in order to realize rights in practice? What would be
the implications of repealing the HRA and introducing a specifically British bill of
rights? How would this affect the well-entrenched devolution settlements in Scotland and
Northern Ireland? Where do responsibilities fit in?
http://lwww.liberty-human-rights.org.uk/publications/pdfs/common-sense-hra-book.pdf

12
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UusS—

RESOURCE ON PHILANTHROPY AND GOVERNANCE

The Chicago-Kent Law Review has published Symposium on the Law of
Philanthropy in the Twenty-First Century, Part I: Governance, 85 Chi.-Kent.
L. Rev. 469-717 (2010).

CHARITABLE GIVING FELL 3.6% IN 2009

GMNGUSA

* Giving USA Foundation and the Center on Philanthropy at
Indiana University announced that charitable contributions fell 3.6%

(3.2% inflation-adjusted) in 2009, to $303.75 billion. Some highlights:

Donors:

Individual giving fell 0.4% (0.0% inflation-adjusted), to $227.4 billion
Charitable bequests fell 23.9% (-23.6% inflation-adjusted), to $23.8 billion
Foundation grant-making fell 8.9% (-8.6% inflation-adjusted), to $38.4 billion
Corporate giving increased 5.5% (+5.9% inflation-adjusted), to $14.1 billion
Charitable Recipients:

Giving to religion fell 0.7% (-0.3% inflation-adjusted), to $101.0 billion (33% of
total giving)

Giving to education fell 3.6% (-3.2% inflation-adjusted), to $40.0 billion (13%)
Giving to foundations fell 8.0% (-7.6% inflation-adjusted), to $31.0 billion (10%)

Giving to human services increased 2.3% (+2.7% inflation-adjusted), to $27.1
billion (8%)

Giving to public benefit fell 4.6% (-4.2% inflation-adjusted), to $22.8 billion
(8%)

Giving to health increased 3.8% (4.2% inflation-adjusted), to $22.5 billion (7%)

Giving to the arts fell 2.4% (-2.0% inflation-adjusted), to $12.3 billion (5%)

13


http://www.cklawreview.com/issues/archive-vols-84-85/vol-85-no-2/
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Giving to international aid increased 6.2% (+6.6% inflation-adjusted), to $8.9
billion (3%)

Giving to environment/animals increased 2.3% (+2.7% inflation-adjusted), to
$6.2 billion (2%)

VIETNAM—NEW ARTICLE PROVIDES INTERESTING COMPARISONS WITH CHINA

Mark Sidel has published an interesting article on the development of the laws and
regulations affecting civil society organizations in Vietnam, a country that ICCSL has
been following for several years. One worthwhile aspect of the paper is that it provides a
means of comparing Vietnam and China as they continue on their quest to find ways to
regulate civil society that are consistent with their political systems.

RESOURCES

THE FAILED STATES INDEX 2010

OAL FAILED STATES INDEX 2010

This is the sixth annual publication of the index by Foreign Policy magazine and The
Fund for Peace. The 2010 calculation is for 60 countries and is based on 12 subordinate
indices. Twenty countries are highlighted as ranking worst on the index. The website
includes links to prior year ratings and to a number of articles on the causes of state
failure.
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2010/06/21/2010_failed_states_index_interactive
map_and_rankings

14
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A GUIDE TO MINE ACTION - FOURTH EDITION

GICHD | CIOME v

This fourth edition of A Guide to Mine Action has been prepared by the Geneva
International Center for Humanitarian Demining as an overview for the diplomat, donor,
lawyer, practitioner or scholar on the key aspects of mine action. It takes into account key
developments of the last few years, particularly the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention
2009 Cartagena Summit on a Mine-Free World and the entry into force of Protocol V to
the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons. The relevance of explosive remnants
of war (ERW), both at the diplomatic and field-level, is reflected in the content of the
Guide.

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/ASAZ-
86QH2P/$file/GICHD_Jun2010.pdf?openelement

UBELONG
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UBELONG

Volunteer. Discover. Impact.

UBELONG is a newly launched social venture based in Washington, DC that mobilizes
and empowers people to make a difference in communities around the world by offering
them affordable and flexible short-term volunteering and educational opportunities in a

15
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wide variety of international development areas through two main programs. *Please
check out the site if you are interested in PARTICIPATING with a program or
PARTNERING with UBELONG to work with your local community.* Immersion
Program: For periods of one week to six months, live in a community and volunteer on
local development projects. Whether you decide to go to Asia or Latin America, choose
from a range of volunteer placement options to find a project that matches your interests
and skills. Expedition Program: Join a group of eight to ten people for a two-week
journey during which you travel with our Expedition Leaders to learn about international
development issues. Expeditions take place throughout the world and feature interactive
instruction and service-learning opportunities.

http://www.ubelong.org/.

FACTSHEET ON WOMEN’S RIGHTS & ISLAM

The factsheet demonstrates the potential of Islam as a positive resource for the promotion
of women’s rights and presents an exemplary project.
http://www.gtz.de/de/dokumente/gtz2009-en-gender-and-islam.pdf

16
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2010 YEARBOOK OF PEACE PROCESSES

OCP vewa s

Peace Processes

£l

This fifth edition of the Yearbook on Peace Processes the conflicts in which negotiations
are being held to reach a peace agreement are analyzed, regardless of whether these
negotiations are formalized, are in the exploratory phases, are bearing fruit or, to the
contrary, are stalled or enmeshed in crisis. It also analyses certain cases in which the
negotiations or explorations are partial, that is, they do not encompass all the armed
groups present in the country (as is the case of Afghanistan and Irag, for example). The
majority of the negotiations are linked to armed conflicts, but other situations are also
analyzed in which despite the fact that there are currently no armed clashes taking place,
the parties have yet to reach a permanent agreement to put an end to the hostilities and
pending disputes. Thus, the negotiations are relevant for preventing the beginning or
resurgence of new armed confrontation.
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/CIJUE-
86NJ6J/$file/SCP_May2010.pdf?openelement
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U.K--FINDINGS FROM TEN TEARS OF DFEID-FUNDED RESEARCH ON GOVERNANCE AND
FRAGILE STATES 2001-2010

DFID == My uaid

The Politics of Poverty: Elites, Citizens and States

Fndings trom ten yean of DFAD. funded reseanh
on Govemance and Fraglle $tates 2001-2010

8 T b
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Evidence shows that in order to deliver sustainable international development we must be
able to understand and work with its politics.
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Documents/publications1/evaluation/plcy-pltcs-dfid-rsch-synth-

ppr.pdf

THE CONTRIBUTION OF THE UNITED NATIONS TO THE IMPROVEMENT OF PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION

This book presents a concise history of the United Nations Program on Public
Administration since its inception 60 years ago in 1948. It is organized in Six sections.
The first section reviews broadly the global trends in public administration. The second
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section narrates briefly the establishment of the Program and the system of general
direction and supervision of the Program provided by the United Nations legislative
bodies: the General Assembly (GA) and the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).
The third section discusses how the Program was directed and supervised by a specific
body; first a United Nations Expert Group and subsequently a United Nations Committee
of Experts on Public Administration (CEPA), both established sequentially by resolutions
of the United Nations General Assembly. The fourth section summarizes the diverse
activities carried out under the Program during the last 60 years for the benefit of
Member States and the international community. The fifth and six sections detail the
present position of the Program and its future perspective.
http://unpanl.un.org/intradoc/groups/public/documents/un/unpan030594.pdf.

MAP OF FREEDOM IN THE WORLD

“Freedom in the World” is the standard-setting comparative assessment of global
political rights and civil liberties. The survey ratings and narrative reports on 193
countries and 15 related and disputed territories are used by policymakers, the media,
international corporations, civic activists, and human rights defenders to monitor trends
in democracy and track improvements and setbacks in freedom worldwide. The Map of
Freedom in the World is an interactive map and includes Freedom in the World data and
reports from several years.
http://lwww.freedomhouse.org/template.cfm?page=363&year=2010
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ANTI-CORRUPTION PLAIN LANGUAGE GUIDE

& -
The Anti-Corruption Plain I.:ngu:g‘ﬂe -

Transparency International (TI) has developed the first “Anti-Corruption Plain Language
Guide”. The guide provides standardized, easy-to-understand definitions for 45 key terms
commonly used by the anti-corruption movement — from ‘access to information’ to
‘whistle blowing’. Each term includes a practical example of how TI approaches these
issues and helpful links for further research.
http://www.transparency.org/content/download/45306/725785/file/T1_Plain_Language_
Guide_280709.pdf

FACTS ON CHILD LABOUR 2010

FACTS ON
= CHILD LABOUR
- 2010

For over a decade, child labor has been recognized as a key issue of human rights at work
together with freedom of association, the right to collective bargaining, the abolition of
forced labor, and non-discrimination in occupation and employment. However, despite
the large social reform movement that has been generated around this issue, more than
200 million children worldwide are still in child labour and a staggering 115 million at
least, are subject to its worst forms. The global campaign to end child labour is at a
critical juncture. As the new Global Report under the follow-up to the ILO Declaration
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on fundamental Principles and Rights at Work shows, child labour continues to decline
worldwide but at a much slower pace than before.
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---
dcomm/documents/publication/wcms_126685.pdf

THE INDIGENOUS WORLD 2010

2010

"The Indigenous World 2010 is an essential source of information and indispensable tool
for those who need to be informed about the most recent issues and developments that
have impacted on indigenous peoples worldwide."
http://www.iwgia.org/graphics/Synkron-
Library/Documents/publications/Downloadpublications/IndigenousWorld/IW_%202010_
WEB.pdf

OPINION OF THE UN HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL'S WORKING GROUP ON ARBITRARY
DETENTION

"The formal opinion of the UN Human Rights Council's Working Group on Arbitrary
Detention rendered with regard to the treatment of the Tokyo Two- Greenpeace activists
who exposed corruption in the Japanese government-funded whaling programme- by the
Japanese authorities."
http://www.greenpeace.org/international/Global/international/planet-
2/report/2010/2/opinion-of-the-unhrc.pdf
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STATELESSNESS: UNHCR ACTION TO ADDRESS STATELESSNESS - A STRATEGY NOTE

UNHCR Action
to Address Statelessness
A Strategy Note

U, nsicn

Today, an estimated 12 million people are stateless worldwide: they are not considered as
nationals by any State under the operation of its law. Statelessness often limits access to
birth registration, identity documentation, education, health care, legal employment,
property ownership, political participation and freedom of movement. This Strategy
Note provides a framework of action to address statelessness issues. Effective responses
to statelessness require a partnership approach. The Note is therefore being published in
the belief that it may also prove helpful for governmental, UN and civil society partners,
as well as regional organizations. This Note highlights the major issues to be addressed at
the field level but is not exhaustive and will be complemented by further guidance on
specific doctrinal and policy questions. One area in which additional guidance is required
is de facto statelessness. Questions relating to how de facto statelessness is defined and
addressed will therefore be dealt with in subsequent guidance. The present Strategy Note
is focused principally on de jure statelessness, i.e. statelessness as defined in the 1954
Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons and customary international law.
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900sid/SNAA-

86 A5SW/$file/UNHCR%20statelessness%20strategy.pdf?openelement
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sources. As a not-for-profit organization dedicated to the promotion of a legal enabling
environment for civil society, ICCSL does not permit third parties to present its content with
advertising, logos, mastheads, or other content unrelated to the ICCSL. For further information,
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FAIR USE NOTICE. This monthly digest contains copyrighted material the use of which has not
always been specifically authorized by the copyright owner. ICCSL makes such material
available as part of its effort to advance understanding of civil society, democracy, human rights,
social justice issues, etc. Because the material in this digest is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes, ICCSL
believes that this constitutes a ‘fair use’ of any such copyrighted material as provided for in Title
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