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1 – 1:15 p.m.   Welcoming Remarks and Introduction 
   Dean Veryl Victoria Miles 
   The Catholic University of America Columbus  
   School of Law 
 
   Professor Karla W. Simon 
   Center for International Social Development,  
   Columbus School of Law 
 
   Dr. Leon E. Irish 
   International Center for Civil Society Law 
 
1:15 – 2:45 p.m.  Panel One: Central Asia 
   Moderator: Dr. Maryann Cusimano Love,  
   The Catholic University of America  
  
   Jeff Goldstein, Open Society Institute, Washington, 
   D.C. 
   Lauren Homer, Homer International Law Group 
   Sean Roberts, The Elliott School of International 
   Affairs, George Washington University 
   Knox Thames, United States Commission on  
   International Religious Freedom  
 
     
2:45 – 3  p.m.  Q & A 
 
3 – 3:15 p.m.  Panel Two: Russia 
   Moderator: Professor Simon 
 
   Professor Robert Blitt, University of Tennessee 
   Catherine Cosman, United States Commission on 
   International Religious Freedom  
   Professor Christopher Marsh, Baylor University 
   Jason Stiener, CUA Law Class of 2011  
     
4:45 – 5 p.m.  Q & A 
    
5 p.m.   Reception, Atrium, Columbus School of Law 

AGENDA 

Moderator  
Karla W. Simon (J.D., LL.M.) is Professor of Law and Director of Faculty 
Development at the Columbus School of Law, Catholic University of America.  She 
is co-director (with Dr. Fred Ahearn) of the Center for International Social 
Development at The Catholic University of America. Her scholarly interests include 
comparative civil society law, with focus principally on China. Her many articles 
have been published in the Journal of Chinese Law, the Journal of Japanese Law, 
the Fordham International Law Journal, the Boston University Law Review, and the 
Tax Law Review.  Previous books include “Charity Law and Social Policy” (with 
O’Halloran and McGregor-Lowndes). Simon is currently working on a book 
entitled “Reinvigorating Civil Society in China A Socio-legal Analysis.”  
 
Speakers 
Robert C. Blitt (J.D., LL.M.) is Associate Professor of Law at the University of 
Tennessee College of Law. Prior to joining the UT faculty, Blitt was International 
Law Specialist for the U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom, 
an independent, bi-partisan agency created by Congress to monitor the status 
of freedom of thought, conscience, and religion or belief abroad. Blitt’s scholarship 
explores NGO regulation, the role of NGOs in promoting international human 
rights norms, and issues related to the right to freedom of thought, conscience, and 
religion or belief. His current research projects include studying the movement 
of anti-constitutional ideas within the international system. Blitt has lectured widely 
in the United States and abroad, including at international conferences in 
Australia, Belgium, Malaysia, and the Russian Federation. He has been interviewed 
and quoted in national and international media outlets, on subjects ranging 
from Iraq’s constitution to freedom of religion or belief under international law, 
to U.S. policies relating to detention and torture. 
 
Catherine Cosman joined the staff of the U.S. Commission on International 
Religious Freedom as Senior Policy Analyst for the OSCE region in late 2003. She 
has also served on the U.S. Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe as 
senior analyst on Soviet dissent (1976-1989). At Human Rights Watch (1989-1992), 
she wrote several studies on ethnic conflicts in Central Asia and on human rights. At 
the  Free Trade Union Institute (1992-1996), she worked with emerging trade 
unions in Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan. In Estonia, she was the Senior Expert of the 
OSCE Mission (1996-1998.)  She managed the Central Asian and Caucasus grants 
program at the National Endowment for Democracy, before joining the 
Communications Division at RFE/RL in 1999 where she founded and edited 
"Media Matters" and "(Un)Civil Societies."  She received a B.A. in history from 
Grinnell College and an M.A. and an A.B.D. in Slavic languages and literatures 
from Brown University. She also has studied at the Free University of Berlin and 
the All-Union Institute of Cinematography in Moscow.  
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